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GYONSI A SpeC|a| |ssue dedlcated to Hunan s MI;
hoppmg vampires!

" ACES GO PLACES: The crazy'ant cs.of the_har—,

Jacters in this slapstick comedy featuring

.anyonefrom Yasuakij KuratajtoRichard Kiel!
‘ANIME? Included is a special-mini—fanzine that

. focuses exclusively on these i-dimensional
charapters SAYOY can-hdve an anime time.

R

. GIGANTIS: Let”:_l:l§\¢return to thnilmg days of .
.> yesteryear anditbserve this classicmovie about
dmosaurs' ell; e movie is almost as old as
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FANZINES FOR SALE

il Any interest in ordering back issues of any

:1 of Damon Foster's fenzines? If so, simply

send $1.50 per 1ssue, which includes postags.

Send to Damon Foster, P.0. Box S76, Fremont
Ca., 945370576. And then I'l] send you your

.2 Order, as soon as the check has been clearsd!

|
|
|

JAPANESE MOVIE SCI-FI #2(1978)

Emjoyable for 113 unintentional humor coused
by 1ts crudeness. Full of rere photos and art-
work. Reviews include: GAMERA VS MONSTER
X, SUPERCAR GATAIBA, THE EVIL BRAIN FROM
OUTERSPACE, and MONSTER ZERO. Most recc-
omandable hard-to-find pictures and clippings.

PACK, ONCE MORE (1988) !
The third issus of PACK 1s the officia) publicat- 1
lon of the Pynk Action Club, dedicated to all
sorts of bizerre entertainment. PACK ONCE MURE
hes srticles on: GHOST NURSING, ATTACK OF THE
HUSHROOM PEOPLE, REANIMATOR, THE DEAD PIT,
the MR. VAMPIRE trilogy, DENZIN ZABOGA, THE *

PAUL HOGAN SHOW, some comix, a sotire of
Garbags Pail Kids, and an exclusive Interview
with the punk rock band from washington callec
Moral Crux.

1. COVER

2. Me talling you this

3. LEGEND OF THE LIVING CORPSE / ACES GO PLACES
4 MR. VAMPIRE

5. GIGANTIS, THE FIRE MONSTER

6. MR. VAMPIRE 11

7. THE GREEN HORNET

9. MR VAMPIRE 11t / CHOP SOCKEY REPORT

10. A mint-newslatter which is a satincal look at
Japanese certoon fans and their clubs This parody
contains material that some people may find off-
ensive, but which is reslly smoshing

11. CHOP SOCKEY REPORT (continued)

12. HAGIC STORY / ABRAXADABRA

13. NINGEN UPDATE

14 KUNGFU VAMPIRE BUSTER

15, HELLOI DRACULAR

16. RAI RAI KYONSHIZU

17. SWORDS & TAOISH

20. Tha very last page, not including the picture on
the back covar.

I
.
JAPANES MOVIE SCI-FI #4(1982)
Strangely written, but not as infantile as JMSF
“2. Not only has it got 1ts share of rare clipp-
ings end pictures, but it's very Informative es
wall. Articles featured: CAPTAIN HARLOCK,
BATTLE FEVER J, STARBLAZERS, ULTRAMAN 80,
SHOGUN WARRIORS--FORCE FIVE, GAMERA; SUP-
* ER MONSTER, GATCHAMAN, G0DZILLA ON MONST -
ER ISLAND, MESSAGE FROM SPACE, end LAST
DAYS OF PLANET EARTH.

ORIENTAL CINEMA *S (1983)

Smell but compect. Lots of Informetion, but
much is Innecurate. Featuring: GOOZILLA KING
0G THE MONSTERS, HAWK OF JUSTICE, SAIVUXI,
RASHOMON, KING OF THE MONGOLS, DUEL OF THE
IRON FIST, INFRAMAN, KING BOXER, snd anime
ke TENTO MUSHI NO UTA, INAKAPPE TAISHO,
ond CHINESE GODS.




LEGEND OF THE LIVING CORPSE

Dirsctor: Joseph Kuo
Starming: Carter Wang
This tupical pericd sdveniure opens
with » herotc rebal called Lin Yun Chang
In & sword duel t714h 8 decletful followe
of tns 10ca) corTupt government. After
ng 0efeals his evi’ opponent, he returns
. He's then visited by an old cless-
mate called Ko Lung Ta from his old deys
&t Snaolin Temple. buth are auw gungly
mesters, but on opposite sides of the law.
Much Lo Lin Yun Chang's surprise, Ko Lung
Tot 15 now working with the gready polit-
fcians. When it becomes cleer that Lin
Yun Chang will never join forces with
the government, many fichts bresk out.
Certer Weng (18 BRONZE MEN, BIG
T ITTLE CHINA) plays the
emparor Fang Ta, who uses
gold w called Soul Sresking nesd-
1es. Mot oaly is Lin Yoo Chang slabhes
by one but €0 are nis two eQually enor-
chic friencs «siang Y¢* .nd Genaral
Wong From rars, we'e lcad o belleve
thet all threx &re dei Tneir bodies
e teken Lo & teofst called M. Lu, who
Is 8150 an expérienced ‘corpae driver.
He revivec al! three heroes, pius three
qiber gyonsis and Achs them back to
Chen, County for & burfe). On thair wes,
povernment troupes inspect ke @i
s0-called gyonsis, only to discover W
was ol) 8 tnck. Our Wvaes heroic radels
ore not really gyonsis. Tneyre stil)
olive, and were Jusi pretending to be
hopping corpses in hopes of evading Ming
Dynesty soiciars. The cther three mock-
vempires 8iso trun ocut Lo be patriots in
discuise as well. Basically, from this
. point on, it's & series of gungfu battles
es Lhe $ix good guys desiroy el the sold-
fers end eventually, Tang Fa himself:
' 117irst giscovered his dishonast
movie In 8 Koresn videostore sround
1964-'6S. Al that time, | was into
George Romero's 2ombis movies end the
Italien immitetions. | hed heard rumor
of & Chinese 2ombie movie called Z0MBIE
HOLLOCAUST, but have long since coma
1o Lhe disapuinting conclusion that 1t
must Just be 8 Chinese title for DAWN
OF THE DEAD, or some such movie. Then
| found some obscure little Chinese fiim
colled LEGEND OF THE LIVING CORPSE,
2s 11 was written on the rental box. |
es0erly rentcd Lhis Koresn oubbed (and
badly!) Chinese horror (ha!) movis, only
1o discover thal the actual superimoges~
Litls on the movie 1Lself wes  THE SHAGIN
BROTHEPS, and not LEGIND  OF T2 LIVING
CORPSE at o!l! <

As just snother Chinese mertisl sris
costume—drame, 1t sucteeds The mesevs!
Chinese clothing and sets are cecent ré0=
Hees of 0ld times, the ecting is sufficiem,
and the story is fest-peced. The mertial ert
choreogrephy 18 quite good, but | doudt If
he actusl ectors are doing their own mid
air flips and high jumps. And, like most
Chinese gungfu flicks, 1t's got recognizadle
slock-music. In this case, 1U's been stolen
from PLANET OF THE APES.

Howsver, LEGEND OF THE LIVING CORPSE/
THE SHAOLIN BROTHERS feils 83 8 horror
movie, since the gyonsis ore featured o0
briefly in the fiim.

| consider myself fortunste that this Is

‘the very first guonst movie | ever saw. This

12 1he only one | know of whare they ectuslly
xplain what the Hunen-besed legends of
‘corpss herding’ are 8ll sdoul.  Although
classic guons) movies 1ike MR VAMPIRE end
HELLOR DRACULAR arg Infinately superior

“Lo this one, niether of them contains eny

2eal historical information on the gyonsis
or even why the La0ists are paid by raistives
of their deceesed clients 1o turn the deed -
bodies intc hopping guonsis. | gather from
his otherwiss typicel Chinese swordfiim
that the bodies of the decessed in the ersa
of Hsianghst mustbe buried In the same
province they were born, so that reincernat-
fon Is & possibility So a teoist wizerd 1s
Wired Lo do what is called ‘copse herging,’
somelimes ‘corpse driving’ or  ‘corpse
walking' Using his magical powers, the
18018 revives his decessed clients, ottired
in their traditionsl Hanchu buriel uniforms
(consisting of & fency robe, beedad neck-
lace, shoes, pants and & funy looking hat)
s well as 8 yellow talism-n {on instrument
1n aveting evil). In different worid-wide
legends, & talisman can be anything (e
crucifix, 1o, etc), but in this case, itis
@ long piece of paper witha spell written
on it. When glued to the head of the now
mobile guonsi, the hopping cadaver is under
the control of the teoist, and won't resort
to causing typicel undesd terror like
blooc-surking With tha talisman In piacs,
:ba Lsois! Teads a1l the corpses in-singie
111a 1ine 25 they treval on fool to their
proposed burie) site Unlike the Eurcpean
vampires, these Chinase guonsis ara viclims
of sbdaminal rigamortis, preventing them

from moving their legge separsiely. This
is wny these oriental 2omoles hop

LEGEND OF THE LIVING SHADLIN BROTH-
ERS (or whatever the hell It's called) claims
10 be based on true events end res! peopls.

If s0, 1 {end 10 doudt 11s euthenticily, since
g t

fca) tmpossibility) or used fancy artistic
¥word swinging obviously Inspired by
Chiness acrobatic operes. However, It is
interesting to consicer whesther or not
redals in the 1600s did impersonste gyonsis
1o hioe their true indentities from
If this legend is true, then perhaps there rea-
11y were gyonsis in existence ol one point!
I'm enything but superstitous, bul even e
legends of zombies in Heitl heve thelr basis
and facts. From what | gether, voodoo zomb-
fes a1 Hailt were dying people, but not quite
Beod yet. After ell, once o person dies, their
drain cant sctivete enylimbs, the heert
ceeses pumping crucial blood to oll ports,
and Lhe carcass 0éls 100 rotten to stend up,
even i1 1t wanted 10. Yet 8 dying body which
1ooks entirely 0eaa could possibly be put In
o hypnotic trance by o Heitien witch doctor,
who spent their lives ressarching voodoo
| tend 10 belteve that the teolst guonsis
have this in common with the voodoo 2omb-
fes. The science (magic?) of voodoo was
developed during the sleve Lrades whan
African priests combined their mythology
& folklors with that of the Spenish conquis-
todors. On the subject of the possible ex-
fstence of gyonsis, there was & fairiy rec-
.ent Chiness vempire movie celled VAMPIRE'S
BREAXFAST, which deslt with the sinister
exploits of & Europeen Drecule-1ike cheract-
or on the 10ose 1n Hong Kong (for more details
on Lhis one, check out my In-depth review In
PACX*3). In en intenss press conference
3cene, @ Chiness policemen comperes & 1930
report from an Italien snthropologist which
mentions voodoo in the South American
bean, and the cop compares 1L 1o China's
of corpse drivers. Though herd
w, the subtitles in YAMPIRE's BREAX-
FAST go somathing l1ke this: “They snesthet-
1zed the dying natives to make them look
11ke dead and then unearthed them 1o sell as
slaves. This 15 similer (0 corpse walking in
Hunan. They're not bloodsuckers 8¢ suggested”
Fact or fiction, zombies and gyonsis ere
@ fescinating subject. And 1ts this saving
grece which makes LEGEND OF THE LIVING
CORPSE perhaps just a 11ttle more iztriguing
then meny other post-ONSARMED SWORDSHEN
swashbucklers. As 8 martiel arts eoventurs,
LEGEND OF THE LIVING CORPSE is fun, though
1he plot 15 too complex Lo follow closely,
end the gungfu seems 8 bit Loo formed and
poltshed, since the martisi arts were actuslly
just being founded st this point in time  But
taken es & fentesy, 1t con entertain s only
hstorical entertainment i¢ usintentionel
humor.
As | stated before, thit tte 1970s picture
(s the cefinitive guonsi ¢y e, ¢lthough such
crestures ace feetured oniy sriefly, end thay
oll turn out L0 be hosuss argwe |1 1L weren'd
for LEGERD OF LIVING cop=5t, | naver would
heve underslood ILs 4r5t ymamilation, the out-
stending masterplece, M VAIPIRE.

the SALCES GO
PLACES “films

STARRING SAMUEL HUI AS KING KONG,
CO-STARRING CARL HAK AS ALBERT (BALDY)
AU, ALSD FEATURING SiLVIA CHANG.

WHAT FOLLOWS ARE SEPARATE REVIEWS
| WROTE INDIVIDUALLY, LONG AGO. THEYRE
ARTICLESONDME'ACES GO PLACES”®
MOVIES. THERE ARE PROBABLY TWO-MONTH
GAPS INBETWEEN WHEN | WROTE EACH OF
THEM, SINCE | NEVER JUST SAT DOWN AND
WATCHED EACH VIDEGTAPE BACK TO BACK.
| RENTED EACH FILM GRADUALLY, OVER THE
COURSE OF ABOUT SIX MONTHS. SO WHEN |
WROTE THE ARTICLE ON CHAPTER 1, | WAS
ENTIRELY UNFAMILIAR WITH THIS CHINESE
MOVIE SERIES. BY THE TIME | WROTE MY
REVIEW FOR CHAPTER FOUR, | WAS SOME-
WHAT OF AN AUTHORITY, AND CONSIDERED
"ACES 60 PLACES" TOBE A
HOUSEHOLD WORD.

ACES GO PLACES
A Cinema City Film Presentation
Directed by Carl Mak & Deen Shek
Screenplay: Raymond Wong
Action scenes: Hong Kong Actfon Stunt
Editor: Tony Chow Starring.
Semuel Hul, Carl Hek, Sylvia Cheng,
Deen Shek, Chen Sing, Carrol Gordon

The fact that | would even consider
renting o movie 8o far from my sphere
of interests indicates that pernaps I'm
sbusing my interest in Chiness movies.
Normally, whenever | check out Chinese
movies, | rent martisl arts edventures
or horror movies depicting gyonsis (Chi-
nese vempires that hop). Yet this time
| Look & chance end rented & spy $pool
colled ACES GO PLACES. I've never been
into flicks like OUR MAN FLINT or those
horrid James Bond movies, s0 perneps
my examinstion of this sillly crime
drame wos 8 silly misteke.

It all started when | was in e logel
Chinese videostors browsing passed
orfental video rentsls like MR. VAFPIRE
ond THE ONEARMED SWOROSMAN when
{ came 1o o shalf loeded with Chinese
sction comedies. Almest all of the
boxes looked Lhe same; srtwork depict-
ing collages of charscters and scenss
in the movie (s). The artwork was
colorful, and the goofy-looking facial
expressions of the charsclers give the
Impression that the movies are funny.
ACES GO PLACES Is one of the many
flicks in that category. | suppose that
| never would heve rented this one-in
a-million, dime-s-dozen movie it
there hada't been two Shogun Warrior
Iike robots in the background on the
box cover of ACES GO PLACES I, the
sequel Lo this one. Having been Into
Jepanese superneroes ell my life, these
two Chiness adeptations of Jepsnese
robots Intrigued me. So | decided to
check out ACES GO PLACES II just for
the robots. But first, | might es well
look into it prequel, the original ACES
GO PLACES, Lo see whal t's all sdout.

The plot has something Lo do with e
Jewal thief with a heart of gold who made
the mistake of stealing some dismonds
from some (Lalfan mobsters who wers
doing business in Hong Kong. The thief,
who's name rimes with King Kong (which
1t may be, either &3 & joke, or mayde they
don't associste the neme with Hollywood *
gfent gorilla) ends up keeping the diemony
despite numerous confrontations with me!
Eurcpesn criminals, 8 Chingse millionatre
and his henchmen, and police officers who
he eventually tesms up with.

Nothing surprised me sbout this Hively
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MR. VAMPIRE
(“TRIEN SUBAT MA™)

Produced by Golden Karvest, in association
with Boho Films 1985

STARRING Lam Jing Ying

LEGEND OF THE LIVING CORPSE (irst introd-
uced the gyonsis 1o movie sudiences In the late
1970s. But it wasn't until producer Reymond Chow
signed the contract to have this mesterpiece prod-=
uced that the gyonsis dbecame populer smong the
cinemas of the orient. MR VAMPIRE is truly ea inf-
lugntial, groundoresking movie thet chenged Lhe
Asien movie industry. Like its inferior predecess-
er, this classic comoines horror with comady, not
0 mention gungfu. But where ss LEGEND OF THE
LIVING CORPSE concentrsted more on (ighting
than nocror, MR. VAMPIRE is a horror f{im first,
a gungfu fiim secona. Both of 115 main stars ore

£ gxcellent martial artists. Lam Jing Ying played

a villain in & Golden Harvest gungfu fiim from
1980 called MAGNIFICENT BUTCHER. He's olso
appeared In a nurber of Jackis Chan movies, ne=
luding MY LUCKY STARS and HEART OF THE DRAG-
ON | also seem Lo remember seeing him (or Ms
lookalike) playing smell perts i Eruce Lee's
first two movies.

Despile my love of this movie, | must confess
thet | disslike & sequence involving the sacrafice

| of Tive enimals. | sdmireLam Jinge lot, but |
| can'l help feeling anger loweard him snd the

whole film staff for sllowing both & snake end

a chicken to be slaughtersd on f{lm just for the
sake of @ movie. They could have used fake critt-
ers, since the desth of an enimel on film fs

not only sed, but gross &s weil. This Is not unc-
ommon in chink fiims. They have little or no

o 5 B
respect for animals, snd see them &s Mere exp-
endable objects, rather than |iving crestures.

Putting things on & more posilive note, there
{8 MR, VAMPIRE's spectal effects. The meke-up
for the gyonsis {s pretty good, far more ghoulish
end coavincing than that on the gyonsis in LEGEND
OF THE LIVING CORPSE. Particularly effective, {f
not downright sickening, is the makeup Job epp=
lied Lo the right half of the face of the movie's
ghost lady fn 8 scene where 8 magical ghost rep-
elient couses her to fly backwards snd crash,
lending face first. | eiso Ifked the occasionsi
super-imposed lazer-like effects used Lo rep-
resent the power of taoism es (t detects, conf~
{nes & battles the denizens of the occult.

A plot slement added which wesn't included
{n LEGEND OF THE LIVING CORPSE was that when
gyonsts ere on the hunt for victims, they rely

mostly on ther sense of small which detects -
the scent of bresth coming from their humen
prey. The sdventsge to the human is that by
not breathing, the gyonsi’s Instinct for werm
blood (s shut down, end the cresture remains
still as though in 8 trence, until you cease
holding your breath. And as 8 more technical
guonst f{lm, (t seems that not ail gyonsis
hop. Some can walk slowly, much lika the
zombies in 8 George Romero movie. (L seems
that only & gyons! which has been deed for
a specific amount of tima {s likely to heo.
Thelr victims become vampires that don't
hop. Even the main gyonsi villain in MR
VAMPIRE cosses hopping towerd Lhe movie's
1stter half, and acts e little more life-ifke,
83 he walks, prowls and tries Lo run & little.
As for the gyonst's victim, | sssume Lhet the
legg stiffening process that mekes them
hop doesn't occur 8s quickly 8s tha victims's
transformation {rom human to gyonst, About
the gyons! {tself, he seems L0 have overcome
his rigamortis after having been revived for




o few doys

Non-martial erts sctor Hicheel Hut pleys
the 3rd hero, Men Chot. He end his brother
Samuel Hul of ACES 6O PLACES feme ere
populer comedisns in Chine, end eoch have
been (n their own set of fiims. Hicheel Hul
got top-billing when he sterred in snother
horror comedy, called TO HELL WITH THE
DEVIL, which was o unique fiim, though
preposterous.

One of the greatest things about MR. VAN-
PIRE is its lack of lttle kids! There sre none
of them snygwhere (n the moviel I'm sure
youve all seen oriental monster movies
which festure frriteting children ss mein
charscters. This Infentile Lendency is esp=
ecially common in Jepenese sclence fiction
{eatesies |ike GAMERA VS 21GRA end 600Z-
ILLA'S REVENGE. And now, e China's gyons{
movie genre gets older, Lhat seme childish
grocess (s inf{ltrating. It ssems thet ofter
HR. VAMPIRE, the gyonsi sege fias gone o
the kiddies.

Another though! comes Lo mind 88 | watch
my videotape of MR VAMPIPE for perhaos
\he tenth Lime; The Chinese (ove balleds! |
have never iiked musicels Dul since the
sversge Chinese film has o1y one singing
s0ng par f1im, | con tolen. ° 1L, Angd since
the songs sren’ Lhe actue sharecters sing-
ing them, all the betler Lauatly, such tunes

80 used 1o show the pass ige of lime, as

visusl shots  GRQICT ek ious situations of
the f1im’s cheracters. But In Lhe cesa of
MR. VAHPIRE, the be'lsd 18 used es on int~
roduction to the lonely femels ghost, os
we see her for the first time, escorted by
what | call “clown ghosts,” bul more on
them later, Her song 1s, unfortunately,
sung by children. It merely explains thet
the sttractive spirit is on the search for

o lover.

Poviously, my term “clown ghosts®
indiceet these comical spirils have
whet appeors to be circus mekeup on
their faces. From whet | gather, theyre
o)l good, since statues of them ore alway
ploced next lo coffins sl funersis
Perhops they're good luck charms
ar type of Lelisman.

As for the gungfu aspect of MR VAHP-
IRE, there's not & whole lot of 1L, but &
satisfactory smount. The type of fighting
%ed is the Lypical post-Jackie Chen form
of 1980s cinematic gungfu. By that, |
mean that it festures the backbreaking
stunts, a little gymnestics, and none of
the artificial-looking sneke technique,
crane technique, or fruitbat technique

commonly found 1n the movies made from
1he late 19705 ond early 1960s. Also
lacking ere al} Lhe never-ending Lraining
sequences. MR. VANPIRE is non-technicel
with 1ts gungfu, end | don't recall anyone
ever even saying “gungfu” enywhers in
the movie. In China, typical mevie fight-
ing is besed on mertiel arts, just as most
older Americen movie fighting wes besed
on boxing.
SYNOPSIS... e,
After o graveworker celled Chou imp-
ersonates 8 guonsi to frighten his naive
co-worker Men Chof, their little scuffle
sccidently couses the talismen's to fall
from the feces of some stationery guonsis
thet wers being stored at that same house
Fortunately, the owner of the house 4r.
Keu errives with hg corpsedriver iriend
(the one incharge of the gyonsis). By biting
their own fingers, they drew blood, which,
although the gyonsis consume blood when-
ever possible, also ects es o lemporary
paralizer when debbed on the gyonsi's fore-
nead. With the gyonsis tranquilized, ‘e
angry corpsedriver places the controlling
tolismans on the heads of his deceesed
clients (the gyonsis) and they hop Lo Lheir
greveyerd, guided by the mystical corpse-
ariver.

Later, rir. Keu 1s hired by & millionaire
called Mr, Yom Lo blest (hagrave of ms fother,
10 sppesse his angry spirit. This Is & require-
ment, since Mr. Yam's intention is to move
his fother's coffin Lo snother site. Why he
waents 10 do this 1s never explained in the
otherwise informetive English subtities. As
1t turns out, Mr. Kou's Laoist magic fails in
keeping the guonsi in its coffin. Al night,
the corpse revives and makes en attack on
Mr. Yorn's house. Mr. Yam s killed, ond M.
Xsu 15 mistoken for the murderer by an
1nept police of ficer, the nephaw of tha now
dead Mr. Yorn. When Chou attempts to
bresk his boss (Kau) out of prison, he's att-
acked by the now gyonsied Hr. Yemi The
policemen arrives Lo see the battle, ond
releases Mr. Ksu. Together, the three of
them destroy Hr. Yom.

tan Chot gets Injured by the mein gyons!
(the one they dug up) during another battle,
and drestic steps musl be Leken Lo meke
sure he 100 doesn't becoms & bloodsucker.

Ana 1f thet's not bad snough, Hr. Kou
muet save Chou from the ghost of o lady
who kesps seductng himi

Once the ghost 1edy 1s eliminated, end
Men Chot 18 cured, they battle the main
gyonst again. Then Lhe corpeedriver rat-
urny  Withhis own gyonsis. Then it's &
cass of good gyonst vs. bad gyonsi. Tne
9ood guonsis lose, but Hr. Kau gets he
lest laugn by dropping & burning chendel-
ser on the gyonsi, burning It to its second
and finel geeth. But some of the halpful
gyonsis were also destroyed in the fire,
much Lo the regret of the corpsedriver.

Thet climactic duel where the corpsa-
driver's clients (sedated gyonsis) surround

and close in on the villainous gyonst wes
my fevorite scene when | viewed MR. VAMP-
IRE for the (irst time. I've always liked
monster vs. monster fights, and | wish
thig brief confrontation nad pean longer.
The entire (inal batile with Lhe gyonel

is pretty long. This is & characteristic
common in Chinese movies, lengthy duels.
Like THE ONE-ARMED SWORDSMAN, FIVE
FINGERS OF DEATH, FISTS OF FURY, MAGN-
IFICENT BUTCHER or any other Chinese
gungfu movie, time-consuming battles
slways dominate the finsle And alth-
ough MR. VAMPIRE's finel fignt fsn't nec-
essarily all gungfu, the sequence Is Instep
with traditionel chinese cinema climaxes;
fong, but exciting.

Mr. Vampire

C VIDEo RE LEASE

END

BGIGANTUS THE

.@FIRE

GIGANTIS, THE FIRE MONSTER 1955
(original Jepenese tit1e: 'Gojira No Gyakushu')
Presented by Paul Scheibman, 8 Toho Product=
1on, origina) story: Shigaru Keyeme, Photogra=~
phy Salichi Endo, Scraenplay: Tekeo Mursta &
Sigaski Hidake, Art Director: Takea Kite, Assi.
ert director: Terueki Abe, Sound: Masenobu

" Migazoki, Hghting: Hessyoshi Onume, Spacial
Effects: E1j) Teuburays ang his steff: Akire -
Watansde, Hiroshi , & Magso Shirote,”
Produced by Tomogyuk! Tenaks, and Directed
by Motoyosht Odo.

Cast:

Hirosht ' Kolzumi as
Setsuko ' Wokeyame [
Hindru “Chiekt (1]
Tekashi - Shimure as

Tsushioks
Hidem!
Kobayashi
Yameni

Americen version produced by Paul Scheibman

Associate Producer: Edmund Goldmen
_Director & Film Editor: Al Sermo

Sound dy: Ryder Sound Service, inc.
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The provious 1asue of ORIENTAL CINEMA
featurad on articte on that highly {nspirsticns!
JSspsnase monster flick from 1954, GOOZILLA,

SN OF HONSTERS, And now, 1L's Tirst sequal,
the rarely seen DIGANTIS THE FIRE HONSTER.

& Tha-stlony tenters scoung two piiotecelied
Teushioks and Kobsyashi, who 1ive and work st
& (ishing Village in Osska. Their troudle beging
whon, While brieflystrended gn 8 ting 1s)ond

off the toast of Jepen, they witness 8 battle

batwesn Lwo anormious dinoseurs catied pigentis
;- ond Angiias. The two pilols secape ond meke

their wey back to Osaks, bul 50 4o the gients.

AL8 sclentific conference, the same Or. Yam-
ant wha weas 1o thig T5lms prequat identiftes

the Gigantis monsteras o closs relative of Godz-

“Tile; whi had de/ piyo the pravious geer.
Tho other monster is called Angiies, who hns
{ust appesred Tor the Tirst Lime. 2

After Gigentis knotks Angilas unconscious
end hurles him into the 398, he destys Oseks,

just 8 his brother alresdy gid Lo Tokyo, Thon
Gigentis himself also retums Lo 1he se8.

& lergs search hesded by Kedeyeshl and T~
shivks pocurs with 1he help of the Jopeness
ormy. Bigentis s finslly 1ocated, wandering
on & humungous Tcsburg, Kobaysshi pocrafices
his own Life ina plen whith invelves covering
Bigentis with ice, And 50 sfter soma missile
tiring, kamakaz! plene stunts, ond sxplosions,
Gigantts ig Lrapped in the 1es.

- Tha Griglp @Teho Litle [ GOJRA MO BYAKU-
= Simy, wien Tranmyabih rEULC1 g es TRptar/Rev-
wnge of Godzitle” Yt the English pronunciation
of “Godzts” 18 held under copyright By Amarics
on Intornational, thé American refessers of
401 S OF THE MONSTERS..
2 raisasdd Lhis

-

EnboRaur ey
L TR

although | wish they hadn'} removed the orig
inal Japanese music in fevor of Amsricen mus-
ic. The Yogt Bear-ish voice given to Kobagashi
gives him o rather raterdad persdnality. That
narvation delivered by the chorscter of Teushe:
joks makee this ilm strfkingly femilior o

. ROUAN which Tisd 18 neme type ol perretion, =

snd probebly the sxsct seme yoice-gubber,

The very opening (befors the cragiisl has
& semi=scientific Americsn volos gdiscuseing
hydrogan and/or stomic pombs, which brings
16 mind the beginning of THE DEADLY MANTIS =
{the 1950 sci~T1 Nick, not the 1980's gungly
movie 0f the seme neme). . e

Al the scenes Involving Godzilla/Gigentis -
ong Angiies (8120 pronounced Anguires end
Angilosaurug) are sanaglionsl, definately the
nigh potnte of &n otharwiee SVarsge 19508
grocs B monstec Fiim. The patifes belwesn
these Lo resucacted dinossurs are shown *
in fast motion, 8a they both serateh, bile and
struggle. The nature of thawr{ ight Gnstinct~. .
fva & vicioas) cofmbined with the nigh spaed
projection mekes their scenes vary convinc
ing, a% though it really were two animals in
o 1178 or dealh struggle. This is the only Jep=
angss paoneler movie whers the gleat sgeinst
gient batiles come off s0 realiatically. Both
costumes ore well-gesigned, snd Godzilie

100ks much betier then he did in GODZILLA, 2
L

YO OF HONSTERS Unfortunstaty, wa rarefy
hwar Lha origing Godzills rosr from 1054
To longtime fans of the Godzitia serfes, aven
Angiias {who returnad in 1OUr MOTS IHOVISS -~
fater on) has & distinguished, recognizsbie
raar. in GIGANTIS, both Godzille and Angiias
have Lhe sams rosr Tor the most parl. Oftes
“in GIGANTIS, bath monsters use the Angiles
rosr. Somewhers, somehow, samebody goofed.
in whet {5 the speond and Jest Bodzille
gicture 1o be fiimad (a BAW, there are ihe
usue) Scenes of human cheraclars which
dominate most of BIGANTIS, giving 1L subp~
ots and cherscter develepment But in
this case, the scanas of humaens (fa @
pointiess, brief chese invalving escapey
sonvicis) 890 nothing positive to this pict-
urs, angd seem merely added as tiiler bac<"
suss without them, the movie would oniy
be shout 20 inutes jong. %
A 115 811, GIGANTIS THE FIRE HONSTER,
though crude beceoss of e dntiquity,
16 & docent effort, end | oo prefer it over
118 predecesser.

E MR,

v AMPARETZ

1986
Produced by Goloen Harvest & Bono Films
Staming vuer fig1c, Lem Jing Ying

& Chen Hs180 Hou

The infinately supenor predecesser ¥
VAMPIRE took place inthe olg deys the
jate 1800s, or mayde the aarly 1900 Tms
one tekes place in the present mooern
times, and begins with an archeoiogist end
nis two essistants exploring an old cave
From buried coffing 49ep In the Ceve, they
mscover tne bodies of & family of three
gyonsis, hela gormant by the so-cailec
“corpse appessing tahismens,” placed on
their heads during the 1600s by ghost tem-
er Chung Kwei The offspring of the older
two gyonsis 15 & ittle boy who 1S the first
10 revive wnen his taitsman falls off. The
guonsy boy escepes, and hOpS eway
from the archelogists The two soull gyon-
18 (husbena end wife] are &iso let loose

when 8 cereless sssistant L0 the archeolo-
gist tempers with their talismens. As o
result, he gets bitten ond later goes Lo o
doctor for heip. The doctor turns out to
ba Lin Chang Ping, a descandant of Mr.
Kau, the heroic taoist from the first film
in this senes. Lin Cheng Ping and his
son-in-1aw Jen (a8 descencent of MR. VAM-
PIRE'S Chou charscter) investigste the
situation. As the adull humans clash
with the adult gyonsis, the gyonst boy
enjoys playing around with littie kids.

He had bafriendad a 1ittle girl who hed
thought he was & Vietnamese immigrant
in need of shelter end friends So the
kids give the gyonsi boy the naiculous
nicknsme of “Okay Boy,” as well es sun-
glasses (gyonsis cen’t stand sunlight,

or any kind of bright light, for thet
matter) as they take nim out to e perk
When Okay Boy is eventually reunited
with his gruesome parents, ne must



" force them to cesse their stteck on

the little girl's family. Then the two
heroes arrive end kill the mother gyon-
si, and the police corner the fether
gyonsi in & small greenhouse where they
destroy him with & small missile. Jen
and Lin Cheng Ping attempt Lo teke Ckay
Boy back to his tomb but ere confronted
by the two assistants of the srcheologist
who are now vompires themselves. The
flick ends with the 2 sssistants chasing
our heroes as it freeze-fremes

The English subtities ere decent, almost
as good as the subtities in the first MR
VAMPIRE movie. But good subtities and
good movies are two different things. Where
as Its prequel could be enjoyed by older
people, this one 18 strictiy for children. The
first movie was fun, this one 1S stupid

The special effecls are lacking in both
quality and quentity, the atlempts at humor
are pathetic, and the mertial arts are practic-
sly non-existent. What littie 1ighting shown

is sufficient, but there should have been more
of 1t MR VAMPIRE || wastes the fighting

ang acting skills of Yuen Bsc and Lam Jing
Ying The majority of tnewr stuntwork in MR
VAMPIRE 11 consists of getling thrown
Whreugn nreaveway furn'ture & other props

st ihey 90 1L~ 1tn style. | bet they
¢ while going these gesth-defying

But a1

wers |

falle and crashes, in the tredition of all
the mid-1980s post-Jackie Chen action fiims
of Chine
Though bed, this movie is on importent,
influential addition to the gyons! genre. MR
VAHPIRE I introduced the concept of & young
gyonsi. This concept is one which would rep-
eat itself in later 11ims. It seems that kiddie
response 10 pert | lead producers to geer this
sequel exclusively to the younger crowd. There
are meny questions an adult would ask regard-
ing this film thet children mey overlook, such
es: Why do only adult gyonsis attack people?
How was & child from the 1600g able to activ—
ale & toy robot with no previous instructions?
| 8lso realy can't s1and any of the music
for this film. It's got not one, but two ballads,
and bad ones at thel. And that humming song
meant 10 sound Louching comes off as nalve
and immeture. The kind of tune so bed Lhat
you'd only expect Lo hear 1l in a perody.
The battles with the gyonsis are
raphed nowhere near as well as those in the
original chepter. Battle #1 involves a heroic
character who is no mertial artist, so the
struggle comes off &s 11itle more than just
fooling eround. The Second battle 1s & Inttié
Letter, sInce 1Ls wnen Yuen (Jan’) Beio disc-
overs the quonsis for the first time Brio's
gungiu 1$ gooa, outl much of the confrontation
nes averyone breaxmng Some nercotlic chem-

3o it

cal celied retaraer from & broxen jar. Every-
one runs eround slowly, in low-pitched
voices. Rather than slowdown the film, the
actors Intentionally move slow. This whole
sequence drags on forever. | suppose some-
body in China must have actually considered
this whole scene funny.

A new element added 1s the emotions of
the guonsis. wWnere as the two previously
reviewed gyonsi movies present the gyonsis
as mindiess robots, this film shows the
gyonsi family es being close, and they even
seem to cere for one another

The funniest pun Is a cheap in-joke where
Lam Jing Ying's character mentions Samo
Hung and two of his horror films. Lam Jing
Ying says to inquisitive cops: "My master Sa-
mo had Spooky Encounters, now he's met the
Dead and the Deadly, lest year | caught Hr.
Vempire.™

Chen Hs1a0 Hou, who would later play a
main hero in NEW MR. VAMPIRE (US. tittle:
KUNGFU VAMPIRE BUSTER), plays the arche-
ologist in this movie. In MR. VAMPIRE I,
he’s never given a chance Lo display his
considersble mertiel arts skills. Check out
his fighting sbility in Superior horror mov-
1es l1ke THE DEAD AND THE DEADLY ana
ENCOUNTER OF THE SPOOKY KIND

end

A Greenway Production in association with
20th Century Fox, based on the popular
radio-dramas>of "The Green Hornet Inc."
created by George W. Trendle, assocCiate
producer; Jerry Thomas, asst. to the exec-
utive producer. Charles B. Fitzsimons, mu-
sic by Bill May, theme played by Lionel
Newman, production supervisor: Jack
Sonntag, unit production manager. Mark
EVaNS o hia e toass Cast:

Van Williams as the Green Hornet

Bruce Lee as Kato

Wende Wagner as Lenore Case

Lloyd Gough as Mike Akford




1066 was truly an Impoortant year for

colluloid edventures depicting martial
arts and/or superherces. Japan's - Tokyo

* Broadceating Service {a major notwork)
created the ULTRAMAN TV series that
yoar (which turned out to be ane of the
most ravolutionary programs. ever
creatad), and Hong Kong's Shaw Bros,

_company preduced THE ~ ONE ARMED

. SWORDSHAN, which was tho first
Chinese martial arts film to make mill-
{ons of dollars, and cne whichmade o
star out of Jimmy wang Yu. But not only
the Chingse and Japanesa were getting
{nto tha action of the newfound genre.
1966 was also the ysor that ULTRAMAN'S
American counterpart, BATHAN debuted.
This was the year of physicel combet in
fantasy, al a time when two-fisted
action was finally becoming widespread
among fiims and TV. But if eny series
displayad fictional selfdefense well, it
would have to ba the underrated TV ser-
fes from America which merked the
martial erts debut of Bruce Lee, THE
GREEN HORNET.

I've never seen any evidence that
there was any serious karate-1ike sct-
1oh in f1lms before 1966, 1'd seen serly
samura) movles (RASHOMON, SANJURD,
SEVEN SANURAL, ¢tc) from the 1950s,
«yt | found that they concantrated more
on drama and preschings of honor.& du-
$h1d0 than serious martlal arts action.
what little fighting shown was  of
course, kendo, Japsnese fencing. Since
technically, Jopanese kerale wesn't
tnvented In Japan until the 19208, end
the samurais were bannished in 1858
In the pro= 1966 American action films,
the only ones depicting mertial arts
1ike action that | can recell were lame
spy 1licks ke those fesluring  Jomes
Bong.

Although the character of Batman
(in the show of the same name) used &
fighting technique more reminiscent
of American boxing than Chinese gung-
fu, the BATHAN TV series pleysd en
important rol@ in devaloping the modem
martia) orts fiicks. For had it not been
for BATHAN, there never would hove
been THE GREEN HORNET, without which
there would never Seen THE BIG BOSS

The caped crusaders proved that
there wes an sudience who wanted an
Bxciting superhero TV serfes which
could blow away the utter borsdum of
the painfully nalve SUPERMAN TV show
of the 1950s. And so BATHAN'S prod-
ucer decided Lo teke another old hero
from 1940s serials. This remake weas
1o be the third version of The Green
Hornet (thers had been & BAW seria)
and some sort of radio play).  That
producer was Willlam Dozier, who
needed an oriantal male martial artist
1o pley the hera's sidekick (no pun int-
ended), Kalo In the serios. The origin-
al serial festured Keye Luke in thot

role, though he was a bit 00 old in
1966 Lo play Kato again. Anjther
factlor wos that 1966 wes ) oge it
korate swareness, and this Tew Kito
would have 1o know some Tincy ¥ jotw-
orr. (the old serial had Kavg'as Juit &
chauffeur, who's only ma-ual Bris
display was an occasional varaty chop
10 the back of an enemy's necxy. Fort=
unataly, Bruce Lee had a chence to
strut his stuff ot & 1964 karate tourn-
ament ot Langbasch. Amarican karete
ploneer Ed Perker had filmed Lee's
demonstration and eventuaily showed
the footage 10 & hair dresser for cel-
ebrities called Jay Sevring, who let-
er died slong with Sharon Tate during
Charles Manson's carnage spree, who
got the 11ims of Lee to be viewsd by
client Williem Dozier. Doziar was imp=
ressed by Lee's martial erts cepabil-
1tias, plus the fact that Bruce Lee wes
the only actor cepable of pronouncing
Britt Reid;n1as the Green Hornetl. The
end resultl was Lea’s co-starring with
Van Williams in one of the most ong-
inel, yet underrated TV shows of allt-
ime. -

Broadcast for the 1966/67 season -

on ABC, production began In June of
1966. Lea made $400. & week, ond
would later recieve regular royaities
for its successful repests in the or-
ent. Howevar, the series hed poor
ratings in Amenice, which resulted in
{tg cancellation after 30 half hour,
full color episodes.

The plot dealt with the adventures
of Britt Reid (who, 1n the original ser-
18] and radio show was a nephew of
John Reld, alies the Lona Rangert) who
was editor and publisher of The Dally
Sentins)l. But Reid has o secret 1d-

entity as & masked vigilante who took

the- 1aw into his awn hands calleaine. .
Green Hornet
Chinese servant Keto and assorted ful-
urislic wespons such es & supercaer
called Black Beauty, guns which fire
gos and neadles, end © remarkable bat~
on called the Harnet Sting, the Gresn
Hornet battied orgenised crime while
letting the general public belteve that
he too wes & criminal.

THE GREEN HORNET maintsins the
same unrealistic approach es its inf-
erior (but more successful) predece=~
sser BATHMAN, but without el) the
cemp, tackiness, tongue-in-cheek
numor, outlandishness, and all over
stuplaity of BATHAN. Where as the
villains in BATMAN (assentially
comicbook characters in acted form)
are elaborate cencatures and overd-
one stareotypes, the Gresn Hormet's
1oes are for the most part, ordinery
mobsters, My memory of viewing THE
GREE N HOVNET and BATHAN in 1966
18 8 1 ezey memory indeed. My memory
of THE GREEN HORNET 1n 1966 1s 1imi~
16d 1¢ 118 1D-like animation of the
norne! Tron) the opening credits, aith-

Alded by his trusty

ough | seam 1o recollect the masks on
our Lo rebelious heroes. My memory
of BATHAN in 1966 (when | was Lwo
years old) 18 distorted, sintuiisem=_
ense populerily keeps it in almost-
constant syndicated repests each
tesr. Regretably, THE GREEN HORNET
naver enjoyad the American syndicat=

3

1on which keeps re-introducing BATH-

AN to gensration efter generstion. -
My love of TV kerala (1.6. adventure,
not sparring tournementsl) steried
1n the mio 1970s as a resull of Jepan-
ase superhero programs ke JINZON-
INGEN KIKAIDA and HIMITSU SENTAI
GORENGA, which aventually lead to my
1dolizing many martial arts sctors
including Bruce Lea, and | often reg-
retted not being able to see THE GREEN
HORNET, unlike Le@'s ovar-exposed
ENTER THE DRAGON movie. Not until
1988 (15 yesrs afler Lee's deoth! 22
yesrs ofter THE GREEN HORNET first
sppesred About 13 years after | got
into these types of progrems!) did 4
finally gat & chanca to be resquainted
with whet were probably my child-
hood herogs. No thanks to Americen TV
stations. The grattitude goesto he
miracie of bootlegging and word of
mouth. Granted, corporations have 8
right 10 'whing sbout tllegel videa-Copy”
{ng & selling, but when thess same
companies ara doing nothing (1e. no
synaication, no pre-record releases)
to make viewing of such programs
accessible, video pirating seems per
factiy reasonable.

In camparizan ta BATMAN, tha matn
similarity betwaean both shows, esida

trom tha concept of two masked crime=
fighters battling avildoers 1s the score
Although both theme songs are differ-
gnt, the incidantel background music

for both shows 1 nearly denticel, As
for ingividuol differences, there's the
fights. BATHAN's fights were long,
drawn out, somaetimes unconvincing,

- fgotured suparimposed words ke “Pow,’

~“and “Bem,” and were usually seved for=

the episodes’ grand finale. But the sup=
grior {18t Tights 1n THE GREEN HORNET
wera shorter, reslistic, had no comical
superimpositions, end could (and some-
times did) occur ot anytime in the epi-
sode. Lee insisted that they not overdo
the fights or make them lest to0 long.
Lee knew that realisticelly, he could
knock out those crooks with a single
punch or kick. This effect worked wel

* Charscterwise, the Green Hornet and
Kato were more ruthlass then the iwo

= teped crusaders. Where 8s Betman and
the Boy Wonder wers sickaningly clean=
cut and - full of ultra-conservative
morals, the Green Homet & Kato were
a 11tt1e more human. Although theyre
concerned with fighting crime, they ed-
mit thet theyre olso in the crimafight=
ing business for personal gain. | feel
that tha Gresn Hornel & Kato ere more
effictent fighters than the goody two
shoes Dynamic Duo, since in most cas-
@5, the caped crusaders teke two ap~
1s00es to defest their foes. Those
norrid cltff~hanger episodes where the

climax festures Batman & Robin sboul
to die in the most ridiculous manner is
more frustrating than"suspenseful. At

_“1gast most episodes of THE GREEN HOR*=

NET ore complete ${ories within them=
solves, without the heroes’ effective-
ness betng tarnished in favor of vulner-
abiity
- It {s indeed unfortunata that Bruce
Lea was givenanly @ co-starring rolh in-.
Ahis one-0f-a-kind series. The produc=
ers hadn't realized that Lee was the
most talented person on the staff. Now=
deys, whet singla name comes 1o mind
when the term “Green Hornel™ I8 mant=
foned? Would 1t be Britt Ried? No.
How about Van Williams? Nope. Perhaps -
william Dozler. Not quite. The first
neme 1o come to mind 1s Bruce Les THE
GREEN HORNET is now known almost
exclusively es o Bruce Leg series, even
though he only played o second hero. Ex=
actly what become of Van williams 18
anyone’s guess. As for Bruce Lee, we -
know he went on to be not just the most
famous gungfu star worldwide, but he
became one of the world's most famous
actors, period.

Although every episode gave Bruce -
Lee & chance Lo displey ot leestd nttle
of his martisl arts, thess fights weren't
3 fest 85 those he would later do in
Golden Harvest's movies. Supposedly.
the cameras used to fiim THE GREEN
HORNET weren't eble Lo keep up with
Lee's lightening speed Wcks, and it
Jooked as though Kato's opponents were
just falling down for no reason. Soles
was asked to slow down his kicks and
punches, which also made his fighting ~~
skill seem lower then it was. 7

Perhaps the reason the ratings for 1
THE GREEN HORNET were so bad was bec~
ause, despite Bruce Lee's appearancs,
the ertes was maybe a touch on the bor=
ing s1de. Comporad the BATHAN, the
atmosphers of THE GREEN HORNET wes
serious, sometimes complex. Trying to
squeeze a complicated stloryline into &
single half hour 1S no easy tack. Aleo,
| thought that maybe thers wers 00 -
many guest characters per episode, and
that can be distracting. The continuity
wag 8150 8 it uneven. | mean, ong min-

uté, cherscters are telking in
glice-of-lite situations Itke in some
timid soep opers. And In the next scene,
Kato presses the switch to make the
Black Beauly sppesr by having the whole
floor (in the garage) turn around and
o upsidedown 6s the other car sticks
1o the original floor, end the Lwo cars
switch places, so that the Bleck Beauty
1s now on the top where Britt's car was,
and vice verss. §
Thers wera thres apisodes of BATHAN
which featured the Green Homet snd Kato
as guest stars. One episode merely feot~
urad the two guest heroes sticking thairs
heads oul of 5 window 08 Lhe cepsd Cru-
saders climbed by on their batrope. But
the other two episodes Involved both o
team up and 8 confrontation between all
four comic heroes. | won't go much furth
@r into detall on it, since this 18 suppose
10 be & THE GREEN HORNET erticle. Bes-
1des., I'm saving that whole “Betmen vs
tha Green Hornel”™ story for a future ert-~
icle
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Produced by Galden Harvasi & Baha Films
10 1966, festuring Lam Jing Ying
Entertainment & excitemant returns
1n this 1nstaliment of the Mr. Vempire
sege. MR VAMPIRE 111 15 not only & return
L0 thetnrilisand chills of the first Tlick,
but cumes off s an 0pposite Lo chepter
21 Despite the existence of an uncdead
child in MR VAMPIPE !i1, tnig f1im 1§ no-
where near as infantile as its predecess-
er Although MR VAMPIRE 11l iacks the
adult sexus! subplo! as seen 1n MR VAMP-
IPE, MR, VAMPIRE 111 15 more for adults
than ¥i0s, DUL 11 con Le enjoyed by all ages
MR VAMPIRE 15 the most suspenseful
of the trilogy. but tms one 15 the Scanest
The mein femsle viliain is & {rightemng
et attractive witch wno's scralchy voice
can send chills up one & spine. Giher terr-
or 1nspIring elements Tor thiE MOVIE Inc=
Juge the cceasions! usw of gore, tha hkes
0f which weren t ip ¢ither of 1 pregec-
esiers
Another plus for tis 18s1-pBCED thriil-
er 15 115 use of spec sl etfacts, egueling
those in the onginel M+ VAHPIRE. Super
impostitions ang groulish mekeup sbound
and even lots of explosive effects  run
rampant throughout tne production
Although MR VAMPIRE 5 humor wes more
\sughable, this one st least offers s few
<huckles, which 1s more then MR VAMPIRE

I od

Unfortunetely, tne video rental box has
no English writing on 1t ot el | hed rented
and copied it, end viewed 1t severs) limes
witnout even knowing 1ts title. Not until
| inquired et & Cmnese videostore was |

VAMPIRE 3

informed 1t was the Tatest in the 1 Vomp-
ire Trilogy Pernaps 1ts best that the title
makes no boastings of 1t being connected
10 the Hr Vampire movies, since it hes no
vempires or guers)s anywhere in 1t but
Mm% doesn t stop 1t from being s fentastic
horror movie
| was relievea in en obhigstory  anti

amrasl scene (e | MENLIONEE 1n My Brivc-
16 on MF. VANMFIEE ; wwhere an evil witch
chops off the hee an iguana Lo dnnk. 11s
plood, that the 0 & 10y rubiber 1guans
and not the ree: one (hat we Irst see rel-
£XING ON & tree Dranth | suppose thet the
200 they rentec the 11tlie fellow from mede
Lhe producers $1gr & paper prombiting the
£010-b1000ed murger of s ¢o1d-blooded
1zard  Sorry all ymal killers from
Golden Harvast,

&0 Glc Limes as

Lam Jing Ying (this & no Yuen Baid) ret-
sons 10 ploy Mr e soMne
1stance 11ghter (o

nurGerous benoits
vulle wage & bleod !
(re Lrimangls, 11 Qiscuveres thet thewr
eager 16 an eyl witch iady witlhmeny r  3-
¢ powers, including Conirol of bets ena
bugs. WILh the exceptian of this simster
SOrcaruss and two of her fallaw warmors
who get captured, oil the evil invaders are
oefeeted The witcn atiscks leter 1o resc-
ue her two assistants, tut accidently kille
Themn, thenks 1o & trap sel Dy the Ingenius
tir. Kou. Kau, witn the neip of some other
fighters, mansges Lo kill her, knocking
ner down Into & well However, she evont-
uslly returns from L7a Gess 8s 8 ghost. The
result 15 yet anctner breathisking bettls
of backbrasking stunts and taoisl magic
During the climactic Tignt, you cen't haip
dut feel for Lne heroes anc sdmire them
for being such persistent troopers. These
geterrmined fignters really heng in there,
despite numerous defests, miss-heps, enc
setbacks Mr Ksu comes off 8s & real exp-
ert in whist he does. He's 8 believable hero
thet the sudience nas lots of respect and
faith in.
An important sutpiot 1nvolves & conmon
Cxlipd Wing wrg uefirends twh gracts
called Ta Pac and Hsiso Pac. These three

auts battle sgeinst

good guys figure prominently in siding
Hr. Kau in defeating the villains.

Besides the usual talismans and yin &
yeng simbols used against gyonsis, on
aaditional ghost deterant is tar Ter, in
tnis motion picure, is invisible to ghosts.
So remember, next lime you're haunted
by & Chinese ghost, wear lots of tar all
over your body end you'll be safe

One fina) note comes to ming as |
clese this srticie on the spectaculer
Mm. MR VAMPIRE |1l verifies someth-
‘ag first brought Lo my attention n
MP. VAMPIRE 11. And that's a plot elem-
ent which deals with Lhe humens supp-
ressing their undead sttackers. Ever
notice how cocky some Chinese guys
get when they've finally got protection
from their monstrous hunter? | mean,
sure, things 11ke mirrors, bright light,
sticky rice, ying & yang, and talismans
render undead villains helpless. Yet |
don't tnini thatl in a real-hife situation,
1 wouid want to flasunt {1 by dencing
arpuna the baddie, singing Chinese
ecuivalents of: “Nya, nya, nyal You cant

J0zen movies which numbar,
Assuming thet | plan to

IMAGE OF BRUCE LEE 1980
with: Bruce L1 (Ho Chung Ts0), Yeng Sze,
Chang Wu Lang, Lei Dena

A trime drama centering on two
policaman investigating counterfaiters
1n Hang ¥ong

This frick tries to be o Bruce Lee rip
off, as you can tell from the title But
tha movie has nothing Lo do at all with

Brute Lee. There's just ong scene, where
the 1eed femala character { played by
_the ssme besuty who played the she-
deman 1n INFRAMAN) says thet the lead
here (played by Ho Chung Teo) 1ooks 1tke
Bruce Lea, and he ought to be in movies.
The rest of the picture involves sec-
ret agents attempting 10 locate some
plates used for printing feke money The
{11m contains 1S fights, 13 of which ere
worth watching The rest of the movie
1s natvely made and poorly constructed.

€) MOVIE—Drama =~ = . -
~The Ninja Warlord.” (Chinese; 1981,
A renowned boxer takes on-a Japa-
nese wuler who wanis to control
China's. fishing industry. Chan Sind;
Kurata, 2 brs b




[£€ NINJA WAR WO
Foducer: P8l Ming, Production Coordinator.
Yun Ping, Fighting instructor; Chieng
4siung and Huang Chien Chun, Screenplay
Eytong Sung, FiTm &ditor:Sing Chung, Ctn-
Pnatographer: Chang Chi, Editing: Lin Plac

3 arring: Chen Shang, Yasuakt Kurate, irene ' -

der, Hang Yuan Shen, Chou Chiang, “Sun
Kim, Han Yuo Chal, So teng, LI Cha Ting,
jhen Ling Wel, & Jun Lt Jen -

A’rsnowned Chiness boxer takes on &
Moanese ruler who wents to control
Ehina’s fishing industry.

Yasueki Kurata (the movie's most well- |
[Bhown actor) 1s once sgein typecast os
I evil Jepanese villain (nJapan, Kurats
R arred in Tosl's FIGHTH DRAGON TV sar-
s (Incidently, Yang Sze mede a quest
[, 0sarance on this adventure progrem).
Lt In Ching, Kurata 18 just another Jap-
Chesae villain

The prejudice in this mavie offended
e, and I'm not even Japanesel Bul | have
fiany Jepanase Trignds, and none of them
Mo a3 diabolical as the anes in this fiim
[l except for mayde Mr. & Hrs. Tamura,
Bt that's another story). My only grudge
Maainst the Jspenese (excepl for the Tam=
[Tyas, whom | have sevéral grudges eg-
Minst) (9 that they still kil whales. If
fdnina‘s 111ms must continue Lo be ant)=
Flapanese, why won't they be constructive?
[Now "Dout & film where Chingse gungfuers
[ihve on & Japanesse whaling industry, o
Mave an endengersd speciesi? | suppose
ihy 1ove of whales & other animals comsas
lrom my father Larry Fostar, on artist
Mnd noted whale expert, somewhet well-
Pinown among conservationists and env-
Jron talists

“2; The Tighting choreogrephy 18 schock=,

b

-y EAT N

v e
73
well, | reslly scemed
[lo have strayed from the subject, since
fints 1 suppose tc be anerticleon &
[Chinese gungfu flick, not whales and
Soliticsl
The movia 18 okay. Waell photographed,
Pyo0d acting, and nice music Action is
Mcarce Fight scenes are lecking in both
ualily snd quantity” e -
Another bad Lhing about this blood &
[ora fiim, is the Litle {nnacurate, since
't hes no ninjas at alll

[+
i
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INVINCIBLE Y.UNG FU LEGES | 1979
loriginal Chingse title: The Legg Fightars™)

resented by Chern Jing Der, Asst. Manoger:
fChen wen Ho,  Unit Production: Pen Shang
IXuo, Cemeraman: Chuan Yin Chien, AssL
Oiractor: Chang Chien Fu, Lighting. Lin Chen

uf, - Contingtty: Wang: Rin, = Screenploy: ©
'Chang Hsin, Fighting alrectors: Perng Geng,
'Suen Rong Jut, & wang Yao
Starring Tern Dow Lisng (al1es Tan Tao
Lian), Shich Guang Lih (alies Hsia Kuang LY),
Parng Geng, Jin Long, Suen Rong Jvi, Weng
Hsteh, Tsal Hung, Wu KuoTing, Leng Tsu,
Chan Chin Hat, Shih Ting Ken, Hsieh Chang
wen, Hs180 Ko, Yuan Pao, Wang wWao

puring o duzl of martia) artists, Fang

Fet4da cruel fignter) 15 killed Inspite of
the 1act that he chested (he pulied out &
knife), Fang Fel 1s the loser. The other
fighter 15 Tan Hai Chi, who hes emarged
victorious,

THE SAVAGE FIVE 15 8 Chinese gungfu
version of tha populer plot. Ths Uime, 1t's
David Chiang & T Lung who defend o vill-

: 8ge from bangits, ¢ =

B 1cel gungfu yern Thavilloins ere far 100

“~This 15 an uncrastive, siowdoll, typ~——

corrupt, making tha movie unrealistic,

i Chiang Teo (sgain type-cest es 8 villein)

and his followers Just bagin besting up
innocent PEIRLe, 10r NO reason. )
The fights are few, the music is aep=

e v

hes

>y ressing, and the votce-dubding features
3 voices which don't 1L tha characters.

fFong Pa (Fang Fet's brother) wants rev-
enge, ond plans Lo kil) Tan Hei cm

The 11im 2ls0 involves o strict gungfu
teacher called to Gung Fan, end how he
attempts to teach his femals student
now 1o defend herself. But Mo Gung Fan's
training is $0 strenuous that the stud=
ent's servent (called Chin Fa) must try
to rescue her from the harsh legsons.

Chin Fe himself 1s @ comedian, in the
¢lagsic tradition of Jackie Chen.

Mo Gung Fan gventually leaves 1t1s
¢t thig point thet Ten Hai Chi enters
their 1ives, he's 10 be thair new Instruc-
tor.

The flick's cpening duel gives the
\mpression that this whole movie
will be an al)-garious, no humor movie.
A few minutes leter, quite the oppos-
fle. The iim becomes & hilertous com-
edy The funny antics ere very laugh-
oble.

ingly good. Not only era the kicks
lightning fast, but seem to come in
contact with their targets.

The acrobats, gymnestics and stunts
sre utterly amazing. Host of the Lime,
you actuslly get full facial glympses of
the heroes as they do thase stunts, to
prove that the actors are peforming
these feats, and not stuntmen.

The voice dubbing In interesting The
volces are indeed dumb, but they sdd
10 the fun. Ona of he villaing (who likes
to wear balls) sounds 11ka Yog! Beer.

On the whole, this entertaining
period f1im 18 ectionpacked, end 1S
one of my faverites

This movie introduced me to Shish
Guang Lih (also spelled Hsia Kung L),
who's stnce become my favorite acl-
ress.

T3 MOVIE—Drama
“Fhe Invincible Kung Fu Legs.” (Chir )
fese; =
avenge the death of his elder brother.
<Jap.Tagc.liang-

1979) A student sets out to

THE SAVAGE FIVE »
Sreenplay by. | Kuang, Film Editing: Kuo
Ting Hio, Cinemalogoraphy. Yung Mu To,
Sound Recording: Wang Yung Mua, Props
Ho Chieh Fu, Makeup: Wu Keu Chin, Dir-
ector. Johnson Tsa0, Assistant director:
Ho Chih Chiang, Fighting Instructor. Tang }
Chis, Music: Yung Yu, and slerring. =
David Chiand, T1Lyng Lhen Cusn Ta) 41
Hslu Hslen, Wang Chung Chiang Teo,
Frankie wel, Wang Pinging, LU TY &
weng Ching.

In SEVEN SAMURAL, 1t was Takashi
himurs and Toshiro Mifuns who leed
he heroes 1o rescus villagers (rom dend-

Late. Inthe Tilm'a American remaka THE

MAGNIFICENT SEVEN, 1t wes Yul Brenner

1 who 1e0d the team of heroes. Then, In

1977, we saw 8n cuterspace version
called STAR WARS, with Harrison Ford and

4 Mark Hami) playing the heroes. On KEC's

terrible edventure series THE A-TEARM, 1t
wag Mr. T who halped lead the attack on
terrorists who conquerad @ town, inits
pliot. And then of course, wos Lou Fer-
1gno's movie, SEVEN MAGNIFICENT GLAD-
1ATORS

§1 T1Lung's characters sings. Perhaps the
§ Chinese version has him actusily sing-

Particularly funny 18 the scene where

ing for rael, with real Chinese words
In the English verston, his ‘singing’ cons=
{sts mainly of: “La da de dum da 18 yo
1 18 12 dum do 9o0,” and the like. Quite
sy

THE SAVAGE FIVE was made in the
mid- 19703, at about the same time
that The Shaws also made INFRAMAN.
L1 Hstu Heten, who played the heroic
Inframen, sppears In THE SAVAGE FIVE,
and so does Lin Wan Weil, who played
Tu Ming in INFRAMAN, and the so-celled,

S

~* scrobatic in THE SAVAGE FIVE.

BRUCE LEE: HIS LAST DAYS, HIS LAST NIGHTS
A Shaw Bros. Presentation of Cembridge
Films Release, Film Director. John Lo flar.
Cast: Botty Ting Pat, Li Hisu Hslen, Wang Sha,
Lu Chun, Nan Kung Hsun, Hueng Hen, Ku Wen
Tsing, Lt Peng Fet, L1 Shou Chi, Chin T1, Peng
Peng, Chisng Sang.

Now here’a @ sentimental drems that's

advertised 8s én action flick. Previaws of
the movie will show nothing but fight scenes.
in the f1im, the fights have milewide gapse
inbatween. The rest of the pijcture involves
ectress Betty Tet Ping (pleying nerself), end
how thig poor, unfortunate, innccent girl wes
tormented by pecple who inaisted she killed
Bruce Lee. LI Hstu Heten, howaver, does look
@ lot 1{ke Ho Chung Teo/Bruce Le (anolher Lee

11l ~RE0N8S
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were later spiiced into s Bruce L1 11im, &%
stock-footege. Bruce Lt and LI Hslu Hslen
are g0 similer (in both sppesrance and fight~
Ing kill) that the stock footage fits in well.
@ack to BRUCE LEE; HIS LAST DAYS, HIS - [}
LAST NIGHTS. The music i good, endgoere 'y
the fight scenes. But the dubding, acting, end ° °
directing are of poor quality. Beceuse of :
theso bed elemants, I'm not very fond of this”
motton (or "motioless”) picture. | also found
the scenes of sex and nudity to be offensive
To be honest, this (s oneof the worst | §
)

gungfuy fiims 've nvornm[cont-.] y




BLOUDY 077
Producer: Jimmy Pageuds
Teng Hong, Fighting Directors: Yo
Mustc by Cbad Fo Liang, and SLarring e
" Cnan 5ing, CRanKusn Tal, Liu Ta Chuen,

Hanry Yue Young, Lindy Lim Yue Hel, HK f
T.V.B, Ster: Hong Kwon Choy, Pal Se Leh

A nasty fellow called Chen Sen has ret-
urned to China after 1iving @ few years in

v *3apen>while in Japan, he mastersd some -

of the Jepanese martial aris, 11ke kerate &
judo. But in China is & speciel rool called
"dragon herb.” Thig plant can cure & plague
which has besn killing people throughout
the crient. Chen Sen has returned to Ching
for two rassons; Lo gel revenge sgainst
those who forced him trom China, end 10
obtain the dragonherd. Along with a corr=
upt gang of evil Japaness, Chen begins
terrorizing a local Chinese village. Among
the people killed by the Japanece 18 o dsol
mute called Yaba. One of Yobe's friends
decides to avenge Yaba's desth, This friend
1 an gscped convict.

A typicel pro-Chinese, anti-Jepanese,
chop sockey movie. Complete with comm-=
only heard, familter sounding stock music
from CHINESE CONNECTION end BLESS THE
BEASTS AND THE CHILDREN. - At times,
this motionfi) picture seams identical to
REVENGE OF THE DRAGON. Kungfu great
Chen Sing eppeers in both movies, although
his name 16 spelled aifferently in the op~
ening credits for each fiim.

As with oll martial erts movies, |
found this one to be enjoyeble. But there's
nothing that stends out. After seeing
this movie, my mind is pretty blank (so
whet @lsa 18 new?). There's nothing that
| remember about 1t. So many movies ere

- axactly 11ke this one.

BLOODY FISTS

TONIGHT'S
MOVIE AT 8 KBHK

L Bama .

The Bloody Fists.” (Chinese; 1972) A
‘ugitive (Chen Sing) alds villagers who
are being harassed by Japanese mar-
tial-arts experts. Lindy Lim Yue Ni,
Hanry Yua Young. (2 hrs.}

' Directed by: Chang Hsin Y1, sterring:

€ MOVIE—Adveniure —_—
“Incredible Zung Fu Mission.” {Chi- P 5":0“: "‘;moc; tg S
paaca- 1931) Commandos pese as ac- roduced by Run Run Shaw, Scrammies 3y
. acus an {mprisoned com- 1 Kpang,  Cinematography: Tsaciial Chi,
rade; Job Corran ™ " Lghting: ChenFeng; ~ Sound Rembrting
s . wang Tung Hus, Art Director: Clien Cning
“ERangakd(Tner-Chiang Helng Lamg, A
{Producer: WenPo Hen, - ALEL.OMeebtor”
'Hung Ke, Costumes: L1u Chi Yul Props
\Yuam Hsiong, Makeup: Wu Hsu Cling, Fight=..
ing Instructor: Teng Chia, Fusie Chen
i yung Yu, Producer: Mono Fong, Director
_ Ho Meng Hus, and sterring e e
David Chieng, Chen Hul Min, Lolien,
@ Chen Ping, Yeh Ling S2u, Sher LT Wel,
i Lu Chi, Tu Lung, Hul ¥ing Huny & Chen
g Shen
Pre- The son of a gungfu Instructoris L
—vthon ving. His father wes Li #ai, who
was murdered by & former friengd (now
—‘an assassin) celled Fung Yin Faw, L
Chen Ying (being the typical vengeful
@S horo thot he 1s) decides to get revange.
L1 Chen Ying pursues Fung Yin Paw 10
iBangkok. After killing Fung Yin Paw,
he sets out to defeet Fung Yin Paw's
boss, who patd 1o have L1 Pe! killed,
called Ling Ho
And 80 now our hero Is of f to kill
1ng Ho, the mafis leader. After & numb-
or of Uight situations, Ling Ho and his

corrupt mob has been destroyed, because
{L1 Chen Ying used the “Shaolin handlock,”
8 violent fighting technique that Lt Pai
hed taught him.

w Yot another chop-sockey movie tnet
glorifies revenge. The movie appsers

1o be rushed, quickly made. There 15
L h ch ter devel L. But

THE INCREDIBLE Mg commants 0 this film Could be 899~
K NG FU MlSS‘ON Yed Lo damn near every 1970s gungfu

| tim: Gootkfights, terTidie acting, and
okay music.

SUPER POWER
Producer: Pal Ming, coproducer: Wo Wing

TON lGHT’ S I::ngc.hstu::g Billy Chang, Diracted by:
n Chen
MOV|E AT 8 KB"‘K This film 1s only good for its displey

of the martial erts. The fightscenes are
INCREDIBLE KUNGFU MISSION (1981) well chorsographed {and the titles feot-
ure Billy Chong performing with some
martie) arts steel rings), end are basically
# series aof armblocks (examining the tra-
- ditions).Shaolin styles. It logks more
captured s rebelious man called Tin Ten > N -
Fang LuChi1s 8 gungfu expert who is - < ::\kg. e o T
in charga. The rest of the movie isn't el that
Shu Tin Kang 1s 8 martial arts expert appealing. The horrible acting and horr=
who 1s scheduled ta lead a geng of five {ble voicedubbing tsn't aven worthy of
mertiel artists. Their duty 1s to rescue discussion. But | would like to comment
Tin Ten Fang. Although skillful fighters, on two particularly naive scenes during
they're & bit cereless and tend to fight this motion picture There's s dinner
with sach other. However, Shu Tin Kang table scena whers & bunch of martial
teaches them well, end using strict gung artists talk, and breg of their skills
{u giscipline, tesches the fivemen- to 7~ Corl8in mambers of this dinner party
get °‘|°"9 "”:" sach ojner. Thu; the Snc seem 1o gt offendad st what 15 being sa1d
:““b 8 gung ‘fr’“‘“"’;‘ °99'"‘n S‘hu|‘hn Why? There's nothing of fensive about It
H‘]’]‘gﬂ'::c:‘::g;;:;:c:";?b;”m:"s":;" Another scene 18 whera a rather attractive
hired our doomed herves o rescus the orfenta) gir} (weering feminine metew)
goes Into 8 restaurant, dressed like a man
poor guy! In tha and, Shu Tin Keng 15 the The men in th restaurant (who must be
only survivor. > blind) think she's malel Gne guy then
This impressive movie is  fentastic looks ot her breasts (and the actress who
combination of besutiful fight choreog- plays this girl 15 flat, her one masculing
rephy, cute & fency clothes, hilerious quality) ano finslly comes to the conclus-
entics and vey British voice-dubbing fon thet she's female. Yet her boobs are
| think that f've said whetl | heo 10 practically undetectable
soy sboul this terrific picture. It's
tun, tastpaced, crestive, psychadelick,
and utterly wonderful.
1 guess my only real complaint is thet .
8l of the f1lm's heroes (each with thelr RETURN OF THE KUNGFU DRAGON
own ingividual parsonality) get killed at Presented by: Chen Ching Te, Supervisor.
the end of tha movie. Of course, this Lee Sun Siung, Screenplay: Les Ge Sun
merely adds realism to an otherwise Story: Lin Yu Yien, and starring......... :
fake (yet fun) motionful picture Sun Kuen, Rin Fang, Chang L1, Chen mi}.
we! Ping Ao has & cameo ot this A corrupt army of bnndn; (leaded by
flick's beginning. He's once egain type General Black) has just defested & wise-
cast as o wimpy of villains. man called Sun Chal. Now that he's out
NOTE: This article wae writien eix of the way, theyre going to attack China's
years 630 whan | obviously loved 1L | ruling clan. And so Gensra) Ma (8 soldier
have seen It onte or twice since, and | ot the palace) finds the princess and he
don't ke 1t that much anymore, because holps her escape. She's loter given to o
1y don't ke the lead hero because he was wizerd called Shang Chow Chen. Using 'i"i
1n & plece of garbags called A STRUGG-
LE THROUGH DEATH.

Chen Lung, Hsu Chung Hen, Ting Hwa
Cnoong, Wel Ping Ao
Soma corrupt military soldiers have




4!

pund confusing? The whole mavie 1S
15 way

Fat

gics) powers; he crestes some fog

e w11 pratect her for 19 yeors
Rer 19 years, the princess no longer
@ for for protection HOwOvEr, she's
g princess later

e

ing yet fun. . The whole fiim (des-
occasional lunscy and poor voices) 1S
sentertaining
The costumes are utterly Incredible, but
il Tar fetched

g

BEME LOST KUNGFU SECRETS

Buced by. Chen Ching Te, Supervisor: Leo

b Hslung, Screenplay Lo T2y, Kungfu dir-
br: Chen Wa Chusn, and starring. David
sng (allas Chang Dat Wat & Chiong Tal
), How Wong, Tsai Hun, Hul Gin, & Cheng
ng.

Corrupt soldiers from the Ching Oynasty
using Christianity Lo recrutt people into

goir ermy. Be descri it as 8 wonderful
Beligton, Chnese civiltans sre esger Lo join.

hoy il #nd up 88 extrs warriors of the Ching

Bynasty. The leader of Lthaga soldiers s an
Bwil genersl called Hung San Chen,

Predictanly, there's 8 gang of gungfu her-

weho Itke to beat up 81! Dad guys.

2 Tang Tao Chang {David Chiang) ts one reb-
pus soldier who ts tired of the crusl ermy,

phe joins up with the tesm of heroes.

 The opening title/credits saquence of this

pnormatcoiiume drams 16 misslesding. It

gs.the imprassion thet this ie en incrodib-

e actionpacked, exciting film.  The flick
el isa't a5 enteriaining es Its opening
sphics. But 1t's okey

e The soundtrack is rather infertor (alth~

bunh somsa of the sound effacts are nice. They
bing 1s horrible

ning whera o

fhere's sscona ol the T

Mhorso 18 running elong 8 road. Becsuse Chinese

Yims are made without sound (avery sound
% dubbed tn & studio), » substilule sound was
Noping. it actusily

{3 being ht together

MAGIC STORY

erezented by Oceen Shores Video, 1987
Altempting to follow this slapstick
story 18 no easy Lesk for someone Itke
mysalf who's ebility et ungerstending
Centonese 1s equivalent to my being eble
to bresthe underwater. There are no
English subtities on my VHS copy of this
lousy (end | do meen lousy) flick. The
overall script is self explanatory, but
there are certain things | can't figure
out, ke why thet oid men mekes @
werewolf robot thet he never really

activates. Or why the gyonsi boy cen
walk perfectly weil yet he prefers Lo
hop 1ike the rest of the gyonsis
On the whole, even MR. VAMPIRE {1

blows away this plece of 0~ uge, wo!
MAGIC STORY succusne *= e
we _Tp (=< (1 attemptea at, but
falls. MR VAMPIRE || weanted to be
cute and enchanting but ended Gp just
plain stupid. And although parts of
MAGIC STORY eslso exceed in utter
stupidity, 1t's cute & enchanting Even
11s cute musicsl score 1s delightful
| must confess, | even ltked the baliad
for this one, sung by & lady witn chiig-
ren doing the chorusi Other tunes inc-
lude stock-music from Italian movies
11ke ZOMBIE and one or more of tne
spaghetti westerns starring Clint East-
wood

The film’s geners! plot is a non-martial
arts veriation on the first two fir. vemp-
ire movies. From MR. VAMPIRE came the
setting: A Chinese countryside's village,
in the late 1800s Teken from MR VAMP-
IRE 11 is the overdone concept of & gyons!
femily searching for their runuway (or
“hop-ewey") son. MAGIC STORY pegins
with the three adult gyonsis emerging
from their coffins There are Lnree of
them: A wife, & long-fanged husband, end
& grandmother obviously played by & man
Upon their awekening, they discover their
young son 1s missing. Their only guess as
Lo where he 12 lies In his weatch 11 makes

8 chime sound they can heer, even
from great disiencas. But the gyons) boy
loses It end someone else finds It Any
human ceught with that watch becomes &

terget for the gyonsis.

It 18 In this innacurate fiim that the
once pure Chinese concept of gyonsis
gets contaminated by Western folklore.
The gyonsis in HAGIC STORY have en unf-
ortunate tendency toward turning into
batst However, the surreal wey their
trensformation occurs has nothing to
do with the story, and seems toDbe
added for symbolism. The first trans-

. formation occurs at the fiim’s beginnig
when we see the three gyonsis lesving
the interior of & very Chinese looking
mortuary. As the titles & credits occur
immediately after, we see 8 certoon of
& European heunted cestle, end three
bats flying out the window. The second
and 1ast metamorphosis from gyonsi to
bat occurs at the ending, just es the
ending credits begin to appear. what
neppens 1s the cops shoot at the gyonsi
boy, who explodes. From his smoke end
ashes comes & bat which flies up into
the sky and turns back Into tne gyonshi
poy. It freeze-frames s the movie
comes to 1ts long overdue end

Other aspects to this movie \nclude
the obligatory taoist wizeard, tne oblig-
atory corpsednver, the obligstory cocky
guy who flaunts nis temporary ability
at warding off 8 gyons:, end even some
of those “clown ghosts™ | mentioned in
the MR. VAMPIRE review. But this time,

theyre playful children, and nct rckshaw

carriers. Another often done scene 1§
where 8 gyonsi begins mimmicking (like
& mirror's reflection) a humen, doing
exactly as he does. This hes also
been aone In ENCOUNTER OF THE SPOOKY
KIND, HELLOW DEACULAR and KUNG FU
VAMPIRE BUSTER (a.k.a. NEW MR VAHP-
IRE.). The one “obligatory™ thing not
present is gungfu, which l've siways
considered to be an impoertant 1ngrea-
fent to the average gyonsi picture END

1 A M

Now here s one of Lhe most unusue!
gyonst movies I've ever seen. Porno
movies are the same all over the wor-

,1d. Teke o wellknown movie, and meke

an X-rated parody of {t. Thers is even
8 pOrno parody of MAX HEADROODM celled
HMAXINE. In Chine, exploitetion artists
are always up on the latest trends in
mainstream films, so 1t was only & matt- |
er of time before some sick pervert dec-
1ded Lo create a hardcore pornographic
sddition to the gyonsi genre

As 8 wypicel explicit porn flick, it's
really not much different than all the
others. It's got a simpie plot made long-
er by Ils never ending Intercourse
scenes, characters who fuck esch other
before they're ever really introduced Lo
the sudience, and & rather low budget.
I've never been a fan of porn films, and
have never gone out of my way to see
them (except for this one, but that wes
exclusively 10 see the guonsis). | cen
understand why anyone would like to
see sexy members of the opposite sex in
the nude or 1n tight and/or skimpy cloth-
ing. It's a natura! biological attraction
However, | cent stand walching two
people having sex, no matler how atir-
active | find the female to be. | just
don't 11ke seeing nude males, just as I'm
sure many females don't like seeing
nude females. Watching explicit close-
ups of sexual organs in action sickens
me, and 50 do kinky things like oral sex
ana snel sex. For these ressons, | was
not able to watch most of this terrible
movie. In genersl, | think thet the
unfortunate individusls who elways
watch these fiims ere either dissatisf-
1ed with their own sexual life (or lack of
11), or are so cultureless & lack creative
interests that they rely on & simple biol-
ogical function Lo keep themselves busy.
But I'm not condering pornogrephy. I'm
no uptight conservstive with nothing
better to do with my life then preach
in an opinionated manner what should be
legal and what shouldn't. Freedom of
axprassion gwouldn't be destroyed, end
| feel thet if people actually want to
create and view pornography, that's their
own business.

As 8 gyonsi movie, this movie leaves
much o be desired. | even place it lower
that MAGIC STORY, which previously hed
the record of baing the worst gyonsi mov-
i@ I've ever seen. Since it's low budget,
the gyons! makeup is far from convincing,
especially since the makeup crew negiect-
«@d 10 put makeup on the naked bodies of
the gyonsis, yet spplied ample amounts to
their faces! The only real speciel effects
| can recall ere eddequate explosions
simed at the gyonsis as they do flipflops
auring an anticlimactic battle. Oh yes, and
there's an explicit (hahi) gore scene of &
gyonst esting the guts from a fallen victim
like in & George Romero zombie epic. This
long, drewn-out shot could have been more
schocking if 1t the bloody internal orgens
hed been more reslistic. Finally, there's
gungfu. | seem to remember one or 1wo
pattles where the horny Laoist corpsedriv-

er fights to subdue an out-of-control gyon-

$i. Their super onef fignt is highlighted
by f11pfiops, the likes of which, any aver-
age gymenst (inciuding myself) cen pert-
orm. The combstive strikes (what few
there are) ere what | call “patty ceke
w" You know the kind, the kind where

tha two fighters rerely hit each other's
bodies, yet their arms continuelly clesh,
using sssorted cnops, punches and blocks.
in a genuine gungfu fiim (especiaily the
ones made after 1970, and up unti! pres-
ent), this 1s usuelly done quite well But
when non-martial artists who are only
ski1lled at on-screen humping attempt 1t,
11 looks peinfully unconvincing.

The story begins ot deytime witn e
ta0ist corpsedriver escorting @ group of

guansig ag thay hop in cingla-fila line
Despite the sunlight, the gyonsis seam

1o be alright (no decaying, no sungless-
es). They lack talismans et this point,

$0 | assume thet the sun keeps them from
sttacking people. Well anywoy, after &
Chinese ballad during the corpseherding
scross the forest, the true intention of |
this dishonest corpsedriver comes into
Jight. He's & thief who plans on stealing |
he valuable death uniforms of f the bod-
1es of his deceased clients. And so he
does, and in doing $0, discovers thet one
particularly reluctent gyonsi 1 female.
As the corpsedriver engoges in an act of
necrophilie, the other gyons1s run amock
From there, there are gyons) rampaging
scenes, ummportent characters perform-
ing the old ‘in-out, ana Lhere's even 8
shot where & male gyons) goes all the
way with 8 lerge breasted Chinese girl
At the movie's long-awaited end, the
corpsedriver uses taoist talismoens Lo
10 take the gyonsis back under his cont-

rol. Bul as the Chinese The End” 18 |
super-imposed, the gyonsis strike again |
and stiack the corpsedriver, Lo the acc- |
ompsniment of a freczeframe eftect. |

_.END_ |

ABRA KADABRA

1986 Cinema City & Films Co., and Long
Shong Pictures Ltd, Screenplay: Reym-
ond Hwang, story: Edmund Les, Director: |
Peter Mek, Produced by Dean Shek, Carl
HMak and wang Ting Hsiang

China is full of mediocre horror com-
edies like 1o TO HELL WITH THE DEVIL |
and TIL DEATH DO WE SCA®E. The gyon- 1
sis are the one major achievement of
the Chinese in the horror fiim genre. |
had expected this little flick to be just
snother dumb Chinese horror romp. But
s far as all these silly ghost films go,
this has got to be one of the better ones.
But 1ike other Chinese horror fiims (MR
VAMPIRE included), this one festures an
obligatory hoax scene where 8 human
dresses up as an undead villein to scare |
a friend. The special effacts for this
light-hearted teenybopper movie are
very good. Nice super-impositions, ang
nice mekeup, especially on the main
villainass. Those colored contact lenses
are quite seris. My favorite FX shot
comes nesr the end when a man’s body
melts away, not unlike something you
would expect 1o see in a film like THE
INCREDIBLE HELTING MAN. The etmosph- |
ere cen also be quite creepy, gewits the ’
intentionally humorous content. That | |
scene whers the ghost lady “Pinkish
Red" files over the swimming pool in
pursuit of an unawere victim 1s not
only eerily stmospheric, but besutifully
staged. As for chills, the most chilling
scene 1s ol the chilling end when our her-' |
oic humans (college-age kids who work
at a mall) evede chilling ghosts on their
own chilling turf for the chilling climax.
Huch to my surprise, the picture even
nas maybe one or two kicks and punchesi
Gungfu was the last thing | had expected. !
The movie is anything but a martial arts
movie Although my comments on the
flick ore basically positive, it's really
not that great & fiim, but not all bad eith-
er. Final comment before going into the
plot.  Why the hell is there & 22 super
imposed in the middle of the screen for
the final 10 or 1S minutes?! It has noth-
ing to do with the story, and merely
gets 1n the wayl How ennouing. | guess
they were having technical difficulties
at the time of production, or perhaps s
fired technicien did it as & vengeful joke

The plot has something to do with s
late stripper called “Pinkish Red,” who's

END



trademerk was e red hood & cape she wore
before and during each revealing perform-
ance. anyway, one day & jealous & sbusaed lr
{romer in the wardrobe department intent-|
fonally poured some sort of flammable
Iiquid all over Pinkish Red's robe. More
vengesnce occurs thal night in the same
club s a couple of engry young men set
fire to the whole place. It seems thet
they were kicked out for having been und-
er age. Everybody died in the fire, and
because of the flammable robe, Pinkish
Red was the first Lo bum. The customers,
clubworkers end Pinkish Red are sl ghosts
now. Pinkish Red is on the seerch for liv-
ing victims to Kkill, in hopes of being
reincernated. Cheng Sheng and his friend
nicknemed Rambo (I kid you not) enlist
the aid of an ESP telepath calied Keng
Yowei in helping them retrieve e girl
called Cicl, who's been kidnepped by Pink-
ish Red. And if all thet's not enough hess-
_ 18, 8 foolish college professor took &
gevice called 3 "Spirit Machine™ which he
invented to & local cemetary with some
students. Dozens of traditional hopping
gyonsis arise, and one even escaped from
the graveyerd and hops ail over modern
Hong Kong. Sha's an sttractive lady, stt-
ired in & bridal gown. Like the gyonsis in
many other movies, she seems to overcome
her rigamortis later in the movie, end beg-
ins to act more like a Romero zombie then

First of 211, "ningen” is 8 Jepanese
word that s often used by narrotors in
the superhero TV shows of Nippon. The
1tteral translation of the word is
something very close to ‘mechanical
men.”

Originally, this column was tobe a
continuing articie (from issue to 1s5ue)
on Japanese superheroes. This srticle,
being 1, was to review all those bor-
ng old pre-ULTRAMAN b &w heroes like

Nce of Specs. WroLe 80
outl al) tnose du Ims tn &n
15sup of PACK o few months ago, end
| reviewed the Ultradbrothers, Kamen.
Riders and Spaca Sheritfs e yeer ago in '
the late JAPANESE MOVIE SCI-FI publ~
jctation. So I've daclded not o rehash
all that stuff just for the seke of hist-
orice) review, and instead/ida on up
to date write*up on all the pathetic new.s
superhero programs from 1988 to 1969.
what all these new TV shows have in
common 15 8 heavy emphasis an special
eftects and childish predictabiiity. No
maore of the unique wiseguy type of her-
o'c character festured in the mid 19708
classic KAIKETSU ZUBATTO serles. Also
lecking 1s the spaclecular stuntwork
from semi-old programs ke UCHU KEIJI
GYABAN ("Spare Shariff Gavann®) and
KABATSU SENTAI DAINAMAN ("Oynaman)
since JAC. superstars like Junichi Her-
ute and Ken}i Ohba have gong off to do
newaer and better (hahl) things. So whet
do wo have left? We've got a bunch of
cute Japanese airheads who got their
acting rolls in dumb hero adventures by
means of New Faces Contests. Their
fighting skills ere secondery 1o thelr

2

'meralg adaequate acting skills: Astds

from (hess actors’ pay checks, It seems
that much of the budget goas to apeciel
effects. There's reslly nothing wrong
with that, certainly, sinte the sci=1
glement was 8lways an Imporiant ingr-
edient with the superhero programs. But
the excessive progression of speciel
effects has taken Its told on another
necessary aspect of Jap hdroes: martial

_orts) For the most part, the kerate

s¥i11s of most of our cyberhetic heroes
tn recent years seems L0 be a result of
gquickie selfdefense basics that the act-
or {(s) earned after he'd first been cast
to play the heroic mechanical man Cnin-
gen’) in whatever series was in product=
{on Lhat particular minute. Gone are the
days when an actor like Hiroshi wWatert
would study mertial arts, gymnastics &
octing extensively for yeers ot Sonny

-~ Chiba's Japan Action Ciud, n hopes. of -

aventually getting that big break; starr-
ing in his own superhero serias (in this
case, the masterplace: UCHU KEWLI
SHARIBAN)

In 1988, LIVEMAN and probably
KAMEN RIDER BLACK/RX debuted. LIVE-
MAN,. though not a5 horrendous o
1986's DIMENSIONAL WARRIOR SPIELY-
ANN, wes 8 shallow series with overd-
one spacis) affects, and martial arts
which rivaled Don Knotis's karate dem-
onstrations in THE GHOST & MR. CHICK-
EN. LIVEMAN wes the 1atest in the
supernero teams celled Sentals, which
started in the eerly 19708 with HIMi-
TSU SENTAI GORANGERS, on through
serly 1980s classics lke TAIYD SENT-
Al SUN VULCAN. Things began deterior-
ating after KAGATSU SENTAI DYNAMAN,
and LIVEMAN has got Lo be the worst of
the bunch. Each Santal series had one
aspect which made It stand out from
the others. Aside from this one aspect,
all these TV shows (GOGGLE V. BIOMAN,
FLASHMAN, BATTLE FEVER J, elc.) were
tdentical. The one thing which was un=
1que for LIVEHMAN was that the series
started out with merely three heroes
(1" SUN YULCAN) but during middie ep-

ucail bringing Lhe taam's mamba

10 thn ycuat numbar of herpes: fIVe.
YAMEN RIDER BLACK, which was lster
\gIncirnated a8 KAMEN RIDER RX;- als0

~ ¢¥gemrated out of 8 onca fantastic

1ne on\7V shows from the esrly 1970s,

control of weslth and power. rany of
these incredible warriors ere good,
many are evil. Some cen't 0ecide wes-

*~ ther they went 10 $109 wilh our herotc

Jiraiys, or team up with any ong of &
hundred otfferent rival ninje monsters.
JIRALYA succeeds ag pure fictional
fantasy, yet offers nothing in the way
of authenticity. True ninjas wera {and

1 5. yrg) asssaseing, not cybernatic super-

the kamen Riders. Both these new
Kamen Riders (BLACK and RX , actuslly
the same character, but not really,
know what | mean?) are festured in
one show which lasted iwo seasons,

- but the name changsd from BLACK to,

RYX, or was 1L RX to BLACK?}-) keep ™=
forgetting. Like its equally stupid
competitor LIVEMAN, BLACK & RX
rely on big-shot spectal effects, rath-
er than serious live action, After
LIVEMAN's Tong overdue demise, 1t
was replaced by the final 1980s sent=
a1, TURBOD RANGERS

That's as \noepth as | core to
go on sny of those pradictable pro-
grams, since they givames fesling
of geje vu._Far more crastive and bett-

* ‘er are two worthwhile new superhero

programs celled JIRAIYA snd CYBERCOP,
which 15 what this article will conc-
entrate on. Both progrems add life to
the current Japanese Supernero genre,
which otherwise, s rather bland. This
{s not to compare either series with
the superior programs from the Gold-
en Age of superheroes (1970s), which
featured masterpieces 11ke DENZIN 24
BOGA, KAIKETEU ZUBATTO, AKUMAIZA
and JINZO NINGEN KIKAIDA. But both
JIRAIVA and CYSERCOP, 8z far as late
19608 superheroes go, represent the:
pest of the worst Like BLACK RX,
LIVEMAN and tha 11ke, both these new
shows excal ot specisl effects, but
unlike those other Lwo mentioned, do
not neglect the needed action scenes
required to make it a decent program

WORLD NINJA WAR; JIRAIYA :
JIRAIYA 15 what | call a “What 1t~
show. In this case, the whale sentence
would be “what 31 everybody In the
world was & magical cybory ninja who
ned amazing powersi?" Jiralys himself

seems 10 be & mere face In the crows

heroes and soldiers of fortune. No
Japanese superhero series could be con-
sidered raslistic, and Jiraiys has got
1o ba the most far-fetched to dote. It
saems that everyone and their brother
now has the universel ability Lo trens-
form into & futuristic superhsro and/or
futuristic viliain. Most other superhero
programs at least feature the hero batt-
1ing o single group of villains who cre-
ote monstrous baddies on an episodic
basts. Although Jiratys hes got his own
group or most hated rivals (lead by o
viking-like gemon), Jiratys seems to
encounter ninjas from all parts of the
world, including Americe, China and
Europe. These ninjas are nothing ltke

the black hooded spies from feudal times
in eerly Japen. They're space-ege worr-
10re with & veriety of wespons, new and -
old. During the course of this childish
yet exgiting series, we see futuristic
ninjas with waapons such as bombs,
swords, 182er beams, fire, nunchekus,
shurikans, guns, missiles, sals, whips,
knives, dasth rays, and any othar weep-
ans jjou can think of. Their other powsrs
mey include flying, clinging to wells,
breathing underwater, quick moleculer

-.i.transformations, 11llusive disepsoring
““Tapability, X rey vision, and any other

powers you can or can't imagine. One
never knows what may happen in this
“anything goes™ series, At any moment,
Jiratye's Chinasa fos Chen Kungfu meay




into & spectaculer omxgan, or Jirat=
mey (toward the 122~ half of the
9%).'gashin’ Inlo an enormous Shogun.
or robot called Jirsishin, o live
1 100k-81ike of Reiszen, Gueststars
icht Haruta end ¥aa)t Ohba mey «
in.from time to ti=a - And how
ihem crazy henchmen, obviously
L or comic reltef. | swear, these
B8 Jook like Heckle & Jeckle trying.
mrsonate Toshiro ™ 'une'
v 3

Tn'a.plov. unsuccessfully tries to
’@ruco In the future Tms is pulled
I pRinfully bad, since the characters,
Jothes snd the
Hdlngs & streets sre anything
“But fUturistic. IU's quits abvious that
8 setting fs present times, and not
S0ma space-ege. The program’s steff
¢ would like us Lo think that JIRAIYA

[Etokes pisce ot arnage whin superdooper

& tathnology hes reached = alitime highy
Combine a1l that electn2ity with occ~
ult, mythology and bisck magic, and

k §ou Ve got one heil of & meas full of

agic bionic soldtérs of incredibly el-
rete designst Decpiie overweiming
petition from do2éns of other mag-
warriors, Jiraiys, celled Toha in hig
diamannered uncostumed form, rem-
ms the toughest, His high-tech combat
it wes Crealed by » foriegn csuc~
fon scientist calles Professor Smith,
#nd his kendo skills wera taught to him
by his granafather, en elderly ninje

,.callea Tetsuzen. There are two other

B *tudents; Toha's sister kal, who has

CYBERCOP
st when | axpacted all posL-SHARIBAN

. Syperharo programs to be predictablo, lousy

her own fuluristic costume 8s well
When attired in this white & silver batt-
le uniform, her name becomes "Himenin
Emiha.* The other student 18 soma dumb
11ttie kid who's nama 18 something equa-
1y durb, 11ke “Yama)i Manadul Another
supporting ninja heroin is the sexy Ret,
who, when not busy ewordfighting with
8ssorted baddies, runs around in o tight,
short lesther mintskirt{studdea, everi),
which is enough ta meke eny average
male cream in his jJeans! wWhen she trans-
forms into her superhero identity, shes
known by har full title: "Kinin Retha.™ Add-
ftional supporting raqular charactars pop
in évary now and then, but there are teco
meny Lo count. Yot ho matter how many

: haroes there a&re, there eére at least

twice oz many viliaing. Many are loners,
bul there are three main baddies who are
all part of the same gang. Their homed
leadsr 1s called "Oninin Dokusal,” and

his partner tn crime 1 “Hoshinin Retsukids.”
The third reqular villain is yet another sex
eppesling female, despits scraggly testh.
She's called “Chigounin Benikiba,” and 15

: the cause of many 4 wetdresm.

Like all 19805 superhero programs from
Toel, the FX are magnificent. Tha kendo
duels are okay; theugh nothing to brag ebout ,
The theme song 18 poor, yst the incidentsi
beckaround music is nifty anough to moke

up for it. My favorite things about y
(asige from the 1act that 1t went off the
air) are its plots and charecters. One nay-
er knows when 8 villain may suddenly
Swilch sides and become & hero!s Ar3o unp-
redictabdle 15 weather or not a ded \Nlain
19 reslly dend, because of their 16309 ey
toward quick reincarnation Thing! e
this often happen in this wild & crezy ter-
183 that bresks all the unwritten rules

2y boring, along comes this innovative odd-
1121 thst bresks almost s meny rules

#5 WORLD NINJA WAR: JIPAIYA! The rules, in
this €460, wero eztablished by oll of Toel's
superhero programs Lo come out after UCHU
KELJ! SHARIBAN (“Space Sheriff Sharivann®)
ond KAGATSU SENTAI DAINAMAN ("Dynaman®),
The rules seemed to ba basically this: 1. The
actor & who play thase herolc ‘ningen’ aren't
reslly to fight much, let the stuntmen get
THEIR knees dirty! 2. Make each show 5 comp=
leta rip-aff of the pravious one. 3. Don't be
tos original or crestive, sfter alt, time s
yent

Ever since Toe! crested KAMEN RIDEN 1n

1971, the company has becomse Japan's domin-

ERCOP reslly stands out from all the other
programs, which are basicaily all lho same ser-
les

But anyone who knows me knows whal LI
fanatic | em for martisl arts adventures My
main grudge against recent Japanace seriesas
i$ their fack of good solid karate action. Alth=
ough CYBERCOP lacke.the plentiful duels of
classics 1ike KAIKETSU 2UBATTO and UCHU
KEIJI GYADAN, it ol least tries to have an occ~
aslonal battle where tha actual actors do thelr
own kickes and chops, which 1€ more than |
cen say for garbage ke LIVEMAN.

Masaaki Daimon, baet known for his roil as
Shimizu tn GODZILLA VS MECHAGODZILLA (1974)
plays Caplain Hideyoshl Oda, tne leadsr of &
futuristic defensae patrol catled 2ZAC., which
stands for 2ero Section Armad Constadle, what~
over Lhe hell that means. There are many
mambers, bul the four main fighters are young
men called Akira Hojyo, Toshiya Takeda, Hourt
Rigonichi, and Satonjl Wasamu. Thece four
young studs are the ones who change into thelr
Cybercop forms, known as: Mers, Jupitor, Saturn,
and Harcury, which g thefr own misspeliing of
Hercury. These four heroes use assorted wasp=
ons (t.e. SO Gun, Wrist Saber, Fire Slugger, etc.)
and vehicles (i.9. Blade Liner & ZAC Roadaer) in
ths battie egainst Professor Einshyutain and
Detuin Jyoshi, as well as many other evil alien
fnvaders from the semse corrupt group

KUNG

——

END
—

ent supplyer of superhero shows. Such prog-
rams Improved each year until Toel resched
thair pesk wilh UCHU KEIJI GYABAN in 1982,
With the exceptions of SHARIDAN and DYNAMAN,
the programs irom¥1983-'69 leave much (o be
desired. So emidst all these leme programs
comes CYBERCOP. Tnis unique progrem was cre=
ated by Fujt TV, & competative rival of TV Asani
who are most commonly sssociated with the
superhroes of Toet. In myoptnion, CYBERCOP
succeeds where many recent Togl programs
fatl
IU's no secret that Japanese superheroes

conetantly copy each other. Yot rather than be
obvious adbout 1t, CYBERCOP chose lesserknown
programs to mimmick. Instead of immitating
JIPAIYA & METALDAR, CYBERCOP snatches ideas
from recent American live-sction supernero
shows. These two influantial Amaricen suparh-
eroes are PHOTON ond CAPTAIN POWER AND THE
SOLOIERS OF THE FUTURE. PHOTON fn & joint
production between Americen and Jepanase
companies, and CAPT. POWER 1< an Amarican
made combination of ROBOCOP, STAR WARS,
and UCHU KEWJ) glamente. But both Amaricen
programs ware shot on video, not unlike older
American kiddie shows (1 0. LAND OF THE LOST,
FAR OUT SPACENUTS, etc) of the 1970s. But
the cancept of & Japanese sci-f1 serfes (0 be

; ,videoteped rather then filmed on ceilulold
geamad uniikely. Yot CYBERCOP'S video format
shows Lhe Influence of both American pradec~
egsers, doth of which were modarstely success-

<+ ful tn Japan. On the one hand, 1U's hard Lo take

-t CYBERCOP sariously at first, since 1S video
| content mekes 1t look like 8 s0ap opers. Also,
spacist effects are more effective on cellulold
3 than on video. On the other hand, the unique
]vidoo look gives CYGERCOP individuslity, CYB-

VAMPIRE
BUSTER

Produced by William Chang, Des.gned
by Hue Yao Liang, Scenaro: Huang Ying,
Unit meneger: Chung Chen, Director of
photography: Ku Kuo Hug, Fine arts dir-
ector: Ho Chien Sheng, Action direct-
ors: Chien Yueh Sheng & Lt Ching Chu,
Directed by 6. Chan, Presented by
Ocean Shores Video. Cest..
Huang Ha, Lu Fang, Wang Hsiao Feng,

¥ Chian Hsieo Hou

| first reviewed KUNGFU VAMPIRE
BUSTER in 1068, for the fanzine PACK
#3. But thet article wes on its origi-
| Chinese version, since back then,

I had no 1des en English dub was in ex-
istence. The original Chinese version
was called NEW MR. VAMPIRE. | prefer
the English title, since the oriental
one attempts to make the flick an ada-
ftion to the Mr. Vampire trilogy. KUNG
FU VAMPIRE BUSTER is in no way rele-
1ed Lo the other three films. But KUNG
FU VAMPIRE BUSTER 1sn't that accurate
@ither, since there's not thet much m
tial arts in the movie 1tself. The Eng-
1ish voice dubbing 1S an accurate trans-
l1ation of whet | recal wes seid in the
Chinese version (I should know, |
walched 1t sboul five times before |
ever saw it in English). The lip-sync
is 8lso convincing, nesrly flawless.
However, Chinese humor transiates
stirangely when changed into English.
In this case, | think litteral interpret-
etions are & mistake. Perhaps they
should have spent more time & money
n spicing up the humor to meke it
funny 1o us Chinese language impatreq’
people.
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KUNG FU VAMPIRE

BUSTER Produced by Kinko Films Inc,, Ltd., in

| association with Paragon Films

sTl,.\Ll.l:l\.\'((‘f Paragon Films, who are somehow resp-
WANG HSIAO FENG onsible for distribution of the MR. VAMP-

IRE trilogy, slso hold copyrignts for this
one. I'm not sure what Lhe associetion is,
since Golden Harvest & Boho Films ere
most commonly credited for MR. VAMPIRE,
yet credits indicate this jeuvenile fantesy
wes created by Kinko Films

The first thing | noticed about the video
print of HELLO! DRACULAF i thet it's in
widescreen. This is usefu!, since 1t mekes
it possidle to see all thet's going on in the
shot, and makes Lhe subtities that much
more readable. There ere only & couple of
times when Lhe edge of the super-imposed
words go of f screen. The rest of the subl-
1tles are essy to follow, despite unbelievad-
Iy bed Englisn & grammer

HELLO! DRACULAR may be a childigh kiad
fe film, but It's & damn good one, easily

CHIEN HSIAO HOU

Spirits alive? Ych, just about in
this madcap comedy of kung
fu ghosts & ghouls that reach
out to haunt you!

The antics of 2 Krmzy Taoist
priests get real wild as coffins
explode, vumpires fly, graves
ignite, and our 2 ficndish kung
fu ‘Ghostbusters’ Bust!!

children, tnic is how 1L should be done It's
lively, flasny, fast-paced, and sclion packed

lot of spectaculsr qungfu throughout.

The story sterts outl with the obligetory
corpse driver escorting his hopping clients
] . across o typical cld Chinese village. But e
typical young gyonsi (celled “corpse kid,"

impor.ant mission. Ha's transporting “kid corpse,” & “little konsi”) arrives and is

a corpse across a forest. Eventuelly,
the mein cherscters (Laoist, corpse,
female zombie, gravercbber, end the
taoist's assistant) arrive at & hotel
where they stay for the evening But s
mischevious rival taoist 1s nearby, and
he keeps pestering the heroes by removing
the talisman from the corpse. It bec-
omes active and goes on & minor ramp-
age through out the hotsl, until an army
of soldiers destroys 1t with a cennon. |
All 1n 8l), KUNGFU VAMPIRE BUSTER
1sn't & bad f1im. But 1f 1t's considered en
adaition to the MR. VAMPIRE seres, | |
think they made 6 mistake of relessing
this one as oposed to superior clessics
Iike MR. VAMPIRE or MR. VAMPIRE 3. Perh-
aps the reason this one saw Americen ‘
release and the others didn't was because
KUNGFU VAMPIRE BUSTER 15 the least exol-
16, Far axampla, thare & 1ass Ehinase cuit-
ure, less references 1o teosim, end the
vampire/gyonst doesn't hop. My Chinese
Janguege copy of NEW MR. VAMPIRE is cona-
ensed Lo meke it more compact and fast
paced. | always edit down my 1ilms thet -
are boring due Lo language barriers. My ——— e B i
ived adull gyonsis turns out to be & master
(1t's never explained just what he masters)
of & family consisting of & grendfether and
nis grandchildren. Theyre experts In gungfu
& Laoism, s0 Lthey menage o escape from the
forest of the activeted gyonsi. The remaind-
er of the constantly evolving story deals
with their attempts ot subdoing their dec-

As | stated about 69 words ago,
there's not & 1ot of gungfu, but there's
& certein restreined amount. That 4
which 18 used 1s quite good, featuring
kicks thet meke full-contect with
their targets, as well as oll those
current, state-of-the-srt falls and
jumps. (t's those heir-brain, | mean
hair-raising stunts first seen in 1984
whan Jackie Chan made PROJECT A.
Unfortunately, there's really only
one gyonei in the movie, not including
one other that appears briefly in the
first five minutes. The main gyonsi,
though ugly, 18n't very scary, snd iacks
the stiff 1imbed motions and hopping
which ususlly accompanies most gyon-
s1s. This undeed villain reslly isn't
shown much until the last 20 minutes
The majority of the story tekes place
n & hotel and involves the heroes deel-
1ng with & femele zombie thet keeps
pestaring them
Synopsis %
¥in month 15 a month when spirituel
powers are most active. As eresult,
a famale corpse 1§ revived and becomes
responsive 10 Lhe brainwave petterns of
& young graverobt ir. His mind now cont~
rols ner body's movements es well as
ns own. Therefor, she follows mm ar-
ound, doing exectly es he does. He
seaks help from a teoist who 15 on an

1smans from the faces of the edull gyonsis
Lo get & look at their feces. One of the rev-

€English KUNGFU VAHMPIRE BUSTER 1s the
actual pre-record, so it's uncut. But aven
in English, the movie tends to be boring, end
arag on forever

man called Mr Ropbert wno believes he will

have them speaking English, but thet's only o
 smail percentage of the movie HMost amezing

™ this movie, who ere conjured up towerd the

’ [LE NDII

£
outclsssing MAGIC STORY and MR. VAMPIRE 2.2
If they re going Lo make gyonsi movies aboul

The special effects are dandy, and there's & |

searching for his fether by removing the tel-

essed mester, 8s three foriegners (Americens)
Lry Lo capture tne gyonsis. The three Americ-
ans are & nun, & priest, and & greedy DusINess-

pecome rich 1s he cen Lare some gyonsis beck
10 America a< an exnibit. rost of their scenes

now Lthe American priest is such s good martisl
i artist That's rare among American migsion-
B airies of Lhe 1800s. There are clown ghosts in

end, so that Lthey can instinctively battie their
traditional foes, the gyonsis. The duel is decent,
but | wish the clown ghosts wouldn't act like
Hicheel Jockson. The clown ghosts in this case
sre actually the seme Doys we ses Lhrough out
tne¢ movie. Towerd the climex, their tacist

B granafather chenges them into clown ghosts,
nopes they can more efficientiy fight the remp-
8ging gyons! thet ned kidnapped o girl called Ten

DRACULAK

Ten When the clown ghosts fafl to defest the
guonsi (spelled “kons1” in the subtitles), the Teo-
{5t alters their structure. Their bodies become
covered by whet 8ppears Lo be either e berrel or
a bell. when they look like this, | quit celling
them clown ghosts snd cell them berrel boys.
Whatever the hell they are, they feil Lo defeat
their hopping enemy. So then & stupid-looking
fot kid calied Chi Kus Pin ties lit dynemite to
his body end charges ol Lthe gyonsi end they both
die In the explosion. Chi Kue Pih had been bitten
eeriier, so he was doomed Lo become 8 gyonsi
anyway. | didn't cry when he died, | just wish
the classic moment had happened earlier in

the film, and not et the very end.

As for obligetories, watch for the following
traditional scenes seen & million times before |
6 gyonsi's body gets controlled by the brein of |
someone else, @ man gets foolishly brave when
ne SUPPresses & gyonsi, @ chicken 1s killed so

they cen use 1ts Dlood in 8 spell, and there's the |
usual spine tingling stunts & fells and meybe |
one or two quick shots of gore

Although most of the main actors in HELLO!
DRACULAR are kids, theyre not especislly snn-
oying, much to me surprise, with two exceptlions
That ugly fet pig called Chi Kua Pih is quite
disqusting, snd there's & scene where s megic
spell requires that the teoist drinks Chi Kue Pif's
uring which {s both sickening and stuprd. The
other exceptionally bad scene is where the lead
female character Ten Ten sings & dances. Her
scting & talking ccenes are tolerable, but her
singing voice ruins an otherwise good movie. Fort-
unately, 1t's only got one balled But the ballad
is & very bad one, 8s Ten Ten uses Laoist megic
to control the gyonsis and they all dence to the
tune. : o
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Baby Kyonshi......
HELLOI DRACULAR was just a beginning

of & phenomenon which was Lo become the
most successful thing in the orient since
fired rice. HELLO! DRACULAR was sucha
huge success with eastern kiddies thet
Chinese TV studios got into the act by turn—
ing that movie fnto & TV series. This
exciting Chinese program was relessed 1o
Japan as RAI RAI KYONSHIZU

As the sbove cast credits indicete, the
Japaneso have difficulties \n writing & ree-
ding Chinese names. Those 8

translated into Enghish by myself, directly
teken from Japanese credits on the TV show.
Notice the first neme of the actor who plays
Baby Kyonshi? It says Hoshi, which 1s not

whet | consider 8 Chinese name, bul & Japer.-
ese one. A typicel flaw. Other examples
which have nothing to du with this article
but are good rations InClude..........c.ooovvvmne
Ti Lung’s Japanese written equivalent being

Tei Rin, Tstu Su Keung 1s Tsul Shyac Chen,
wang Tao is Yen Teo, and the most ridiculous
example of all i1s thet In Jspanese language
both written and pronounced, Bruce Lee and
Blue Three sre identical, except for the sep-
aration of the two words Certain things
sbout the Jepanese are very effiecient, but
their language isn't one of them! However,
I'm very happy that the Jepanese had RAI RAI
KYONSHIZU releesed to their country, since
without them being the middlemen, we Amar-

fcans would never heve gotten access to this
unique series.

This Chiness squivalent of GHOST BUSTERS
1s more than simiiar to ils theatrical predec-
@sser HELLOI DRACULAR, which 1t 1s & remake
of. Meny of the seme cheracters return, inc-
luding that ugly Cnt Kau Pih, who died in the
original movie. The Jepenese dubbed version
calls him Saike. Many other characters such
as the grandfether, Ten Ten end the corpse
driver also return. Lacking are the three Am-
ericens, butl this series offers many new
characters not in the motion pitllre-.Meny of
the sspects of the show are law_’ygm
from the movie, such as gyonsis (now called
“kyonshis™), gungfu (“kenfu"), the corpse herd-
ing, clawn ghosts, talismans, comady & taoism
But it tends to get experimaental and more al-
sborate. Outlandish villains include & bat-like
wizard called Coumort (Japanese word for ‘bat’)
and a group of armor pleted gyonsis celled
“Full Metel Kyonshil®

| really like this colorful, psychadelick, wild
& crazy series, despite its occasionel GHOST
BUSTERS rip off music. All music seems to be
added by the for the J version,
since the ending credits’ song has Japanese sing-
ing. So does the opening song, 8l | 1/2 seconds
of 1t. Other aspects of RAI RAI KYONSHIZU to
comment on: The mertial erts performed by our
infantile heroes is magnificent, and so are the
stunts. The special effects are also quite enjoy-
sble.

in Japan, RAI RAI KIYONSHIZU offered the prod-
ucers of superhero shows & run for their meney.
Indeed, the competition from this Chinese rival

may have teken its toll on superherc profits. Thers & 12 %

1s as much kyonshi merchendise (dolls, gamaes, T-
shirts, etc.) as there is superherc merchandise. I'm
glad those trendy superhero designers ere finally
seeing that something new is teking their super-
hero sudience by storm. Perhaps this new threat
from Chine will meke the creators of superhero
predictability decide to be & 1ittle more creative.

't {¢ indeed mucn harder 1o come up with stories &s
unique & unpredictable as RAI RAI KYONSHIZU than
It 18 to crank out nonsense like FLASHMAN, KAMEN

RIDER BLACK, MASKMAN, LIVEMAN and TURBORANGERS.

All these typicelly pathetic superheroes have epis-
odes always based on the same thing; the obligatory
baddies create another monster each episode, which
the haroes kill at the climax. Although RAI RAI
“YONSHIZU 15 childish in 1ts own cherming way, its

WEATIERE 3
ABOVE: Gyonsifever at a department
store in Tokyo.

scripts ore less predictable then its Japenese count-
erparts. There's no set formet, except thel you know
there will be kids, magic, mertial arts, and of course
kyqnshis. whet follows is 8 plot discription of one
of the episode: :

This particular episode begins with an evil sorcerer
celled Coumori testing his nawly revived kyonshi
called Bomboro. Coumori conjures into existence o
ciownfaced barrel-boy called Fulfu Being instinct™
1ve rivals, Futful end Bombero battle 1t out until
Bomboro wins. The test has proven Bomboro to

be & powerful fighter, so Coumari puts him inle susp-
ended animation using & talismen Fulfu, only mild-
1y injured, escapes. Over et the home of our heroic
teoist kids, they tamper with voodoo-like megic ta
play tricks on each other. Later, they sneak into

the local corpsedriver’'s home Lo use s dormant
guonsis as target practice for their gungfu. But their
mischevious kicks & punches prove disastrous, os
the kyonshi's talisman falls off, so he ewekens and
escapes. The sbused kyonshi meets and befriends
Baby Kyonshi, the obligatory cute littie corpse kid
As the two hang out that night minding their own
business, Fuiful eppears. After s brief battie, the
adult gyonsi/kyonshi is stunned by Fuifui, and then
the heroic kids arrive. They sttempt to prevent
Fuiful from destroying the kyonshi, but they too

end up knocked unconscious. Ten Ten befriends
Fuiful, and talks him into letting the boys bring the
runaway kyonshi back 1o the home of the corpse
driver. Meenwhile, the grandfather and another
1aoist plan a trep for Bomboro, by using & local
police chief called Debu as bait. Bomboro arrives
and just as he attacks, there's e freazeframe and
the Japanese words for “To be continued™ sre sup-

er imposed on screen. No two episodes ere alike,
but they ususlly involve the same basic antics as
this one. Other ones mey have the kids themselves
controling their own gyonsi who battles Bomboro,
Coumori himself.
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| thine Lha movie, like most sapaness penca
movies, excels in berecum. This overtlown story
would be much better off 1f 1t were thirty min-
ules snorter However, it does have 115 exciting
moments There ara scenss 1n the f1lm whera the
heroes get involved In cheses and 1al) of cliffs,
&nd encounter groulish things lke witches giant
snekes, = glent centepece and o

The fiim's chmex involves 8 swordiight as the
eignt samursl {referred to s “eight ninja™ through
out the 1ilm, but theyre not ninjas either) duel
o tre ceath with an army of soidiers hired by the
gernon clan.

Ths movie, despite the JAC actors 1s not &
martisl arts film, but &sword & sorcery film. This
motion picture hes more in common with RED SON-
JA than ROARING FIRE.

Japanese besuty Ketko Hatsuzeks wes given cre-
dit (even 1n the English version) for narrating the
movie, yet her narretion (in Japanese, of course)
was removed from the English version. But the
Engitsn credils still list her as narrator, even
though her voice 15 nowhere {0 be found in LEGEND
OF THE EIGHT SAMURAI

All in all, this 11lm, though not especiaily exc-
11ing, 1< & big budget 111m of epic proportions

Last and certainly least: The music. | suppose
the backgroung music 1s sufficient, but the begin-
ning and ending (and & romentic, siow motion love
making scene in the 11lm's middle) festure norrible
songs with some geex named John O'banmon sing-
ing n English.

‘END’)

Wall, there you have iti ORIENTAL Cik-
EMA Number Six, the gyonsiissuel This
155ue 15 revolutionary to ms nat oniy bec-
suse iU's my first fanzine to have &

_specific subject, but also because my O\

< first ‘magazine Jll mine to be typed th_ L}
Macintosh microcomputer word processer.
Ten years after ORIENTAL CINEMA's dedut,
1U's finally entering the age of computers
At this pownt, | suppose | prefer word
processers over typewriters, but only bec-
suse | have been able Lo store all these
sriicles and columns on 8 3 1/2 inch
floppy disk. That wag, 1s dver | were o
have lost of gemagea ai fcle, | still had
&n emergency beckup on disk. Proofreading
15 also easier and clesner. But this doesn't
change the fact thal no matted gow much |
proofread, somse errors still go undetact-
ed until after the 1ssue 1s supposediy
completed.

OC No. 6 1s my comeback 1ssue. | had
achieved moderale SUCCeSS and exposure
with these publicetions in the 1970s when
the Japanese SF fendom stil] hed an active
underground of fan2ines and newsletters.
By the 1980s, the Jepanese SF scene hed
becomne the Japanese anime scene. My int-
erests hed deverted into quite enother
direction. By 1983, | needad alternative
interests. | experimented with fashion, pol-
{tics, music, end sometimes drugs. | had
8 lot of fun duning this rebelious ‘punky’
penod which lasted roughly from 1980 to
1988 (techmeally, Il alweys be & “punk,”
but there era different levels of involvem-
ant). But | felt | wasn't being creative. And
during my new wave yeers, | discoverad me-
ny new exciting films from the Far East that
| regretted not having written about eeriter.
The early fanzines | did werent uniike all
those other 1970s fanzines, focusing meinly
on giant monsters. The old Toho classics
will alweys be inciuged 1n ORIENTAL CINEMA,
but not exclusively, since | plan on making
the fanzine ceverse. I'm sure most of you
are sick of reading only about Godzilla and
Gamera sil the time anyway.

As | mentioned in the SWORDS & TADISHM
column, next 1ssue will be 8 Monkey King 1ss-
ue. The versions of JOURNEY TO THE wEST
10 be included in CRIENTAL CINEMA No. Seven
w1l include: THE MONKEY, HAVOC IN HEAVEN,
TAY DU K1, ALAKAZAM THE GREAT, NEW PILG-
RIMS TO THE WEST, SAIYUKI, meybe
SPACEKATEERS, ang of course MONKEY WARS.
How meny of you have aclually seen obscure
ranties 11ke THE FANTASTIC FLYING EABY,
and 1926's HONKEY FIGHTS GOLDEN LEOPARD?
If ny of you reading this have these fiims
on viosoatape, or know where | can get them
or any other Monkey movies I've not listed
here, please contact me st oncel infact,
writs 10 ma regerdless, Lo give comment on
this 1ssue. D1d you like it or hate 11? Ang
why? Any suggestions for improvement?
Did you learn anything? Did | publish any
missinfermation? were you offended by
Allen Petsof’s ssiute 10 smmstion geexs,
the "ANIME EXPLORER?"

At this point, | don't Inow whestner or
ot 111 include encther of ATlen s ANIME EXP-
LORERS. it depends on wnet kind of responce
| gel. Alien cleims 1t was intended for old-
1imers who 0espi2e JAPENese CArtoons sna
Its fans. Unoerstendebiy, fens of cartcons
mey be offended by the rmm-publicsticn
11 you wers schocred, 0isgusted or offenced
by that parooy of CFO Intterature, | suggest
thet you 0o tws things: 1. Tear 1t out ang
bum 1t After all, nobody 15 nolding & gun tg

CDITORBAR
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your need, forcing you {0 resd 1t 2. Grow
upl Spoofs erg, after all, hesithy Everyth-
1ng popular should be parodied, bacause its
important o make & statement which will
gel emotions flowing, &nd to make pecple
think

It seems thal making an issue 8s comp-
19 a5 1% 15 & never-ending process. Even

now, as | look over this issuae, much should
be corrected 2nd re-written. I'm not just

referring to 8ll these spalling errors. My
RAL RAI KYONSHIZU srticie has extreme inn-
scuracy that ' Lry to clear up now. Most
of the information was feirly accurate, but
most of the photographs in the article er-
en't even from RAI RAI KYONSHIZUI | had
realized this mistake only after | hed wnt-
ten the article snd done paste-upsi The
photos used are actually from HAI T2U WONG,
known 1n Japen s YUU GEN DOUSHII | supp-
ose | shoulant feel too stupid sboul
mistaking one for the other. After ell, both
RAI RA| KYONSHIZU and YUU GEN DOUSHI are
for the most part, the same thing, despite
the chenge of titles. Both of them featurs
the seme actors, seme Charecters, and same
elements: gyonsis, mertiel erts, iittle kids,
comeay, special effects, snd magic. Even
though the next 1ssue of ORIENTAL CINEMA
will mainly spotlight the Monkey King, 11
include a reguler column called CHINESE
CHILLERS. Aside from tincluding ura RAI
RAI KYONSHIZU end YUU GEN DOUSH, i ope
to include less spectaculer horror films
from the orent, including: THE RAPE AFTER,
WICKED WIFE, GHOST SNATCHERS, TO HELL
WITH THE DEVIL, TIL DEATH DO WE SCARE,
RESCUE FROM HADES, LEGEND OF THE SEVEN
GOLDEN VAMPIRES, THE DEAD & THE DEADLY,
ENCOUNTER OF THE SPOOKY KIND, GHOST
NURSING, THE ACCIDENT, ESCAPE FROM COR-
AL COVE, end THE OCCUPANT. Of courss,
including every cne of these movies in one
single 155ue 15 Impossible, but 1f ORIENTAL
CINEMA lasts beyond next 15sue and contin-
ues for many more, | hope to inform sl
you resders aboul these rarely seen mot-
{on pictures and 8 lot of others.

well, | guess that about wraps it up
for this adaition of DRIENTAL CINEMA. My
lest document 1s en updating report on new
news, written by my frieng August Ragone,
whom | first met in 1978, at a thestre for
Northern Califorma's prermer showing of
GODZILLA ON MONSTER ISLAND. Coincident~
1y, ORIENTAL CINEMA =lso debuted thet

" Romon oty

GYONSIS CREEPING UP FRON
THE EAST compiled by A. Ragons

The Japanese Toel company who has deen
producing 8 numder of “kid detective group”
TV seres for the |sst thres years, has decid-
4 10 cnange girection and preguce & Chinese
mythology TV seres- PAI-PAI THE LITTLE
#4ITCH. The senes festures the misadvent-
ures of 8 bang of fumbling wizards in
anctent China, snd the wimsical little witch
wno gets them out of trouble- some demons,
a littla magic, fantasy and a gash of martial
arts are displsyed in this juveniie comedy
series that began a1ring in Japan in Febru-
ary 1969,

Japan and Hong Kong are in negotistions Lo
coproduce 4 1g dudget SFX-isgen, gyonsi
movie THE DEVIL KING aka KING OF EVIL. The
cast will be Kong Kongese as will de live act-
100 S1alf~ the special effacts will be createq
in Japen- demon/qyonsi designs are under

“ f1ims of the 70s. The producers, Japen and

|G-MEN

charge of nated designer Ryu Noguchi- who's
contributed 1o the Japangse fantasy TV ser=
tes’ RED BARON, SHADOW STAR, DENZIMAN
SPACE SHERIFF SHIDER, MONSTER HUNTER
JUSPION, snd many others. The film shoutd
te relessed some time in mid-iate 1989

From Hong Kong cama a gyonsi/Jackie
Chen rip-off calied THE HAPPY LUCKY STARS
oks THE FIVE LUCKY STARS VS, GYONSI. Ths |
mavie COMDINGs the abOVe two gsnres and
mixes {1 with children- in what other film
would you see “Our Gang” types (with names
Iike Littie Jackie Chan, Littie Yuen Ealo,
Little Samo Hung, etc.) dressed like the
Ghostbusters, fighting ancient Chinese
ghosts!

Former bay area makeup srtist and no\:nj
Hallywaad ars, Stava Wang, an Amarican
8 Hong Kong movie company have produced
THE JITTERS, 8 straight horror flick that
does not utilize the Chinese myths wholly,
but draws from them whet they think will
scere US. sudiences. The film is subtitled
THE YEAR OF THE GYONSI.

Another coproduction, not in the horror
vein is a return to the all-out martial arts

Homg Kong, the film THE LAST BATTLE. The
sters Yasuaki Kurats and Yang Sze. /NOTE:
Bolh the Japsnese actor and the Chiness
actor heve sterred logether meny times
befere, Including TV shows like G-MEN ‘75
end FIGHT! DRAGON./ The movie is Lo blazed.
8cross cinems screens in summer of 1989

K

Director, wnter, star Samo Hung Kimpo |
18 now 1n New York directing a martis) ertg |
action movie starring Sybil Danmingt If you
havenL sean Samo s directonels WHEELS ON |
MEALS, MP. VAMPIRE, ENCOUNTER OF THE |
SPOOKY KIND, SUMMER LUCKY STARS or EAST-
EPN CONDORS yet, you don't know what you
8re missing,

THE END (7]
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