-~ ORIE
CINE

e S—

YHE MONKEY KING - ACES GO
. WONG -even more MONKEY
* KATO - GOKU *perhaps some

£

ereated bv Damon Fscter

R T Rp—

INSIDE:

PLACES- more MONKEY KING-JIBAN
KING: INAZUMAN - FINGKONG VS,
gung fu flicks - SUN WU KUNG - MAD
ALAKAZAM - BOLOTSIU SIU KEUNG - anime (golly!)- RAlI RAI KYON

TAL

GODZIL!
SHIZ :&







To bagin with, lat ma just saythat
THE JAPANESE FANTASY FiLM JOURNAL
has always been a favonis
To begin with, Tat me just say that
ORIENT AL CINEMA nas aiwsys baen a fav-
orite of mine.
wu Ch'ang En was the author of the anc-
{ent Chinese novel JOURNEY TO THE WEST,
also known as THE MONKEY KING. Ths
classic orlental fairy tale 18 by far the
most famous fable in tha Far East, even
more beloved & celebratad than Jepans
SATOMI HAKENDENM legend, which 13 snoth=
r old saga thet aiso inspired 8 numbar of
4 movies (1.8. LEGEND OF EIGHT SAMURAI,
: se@ OC No. 6 for detals). JOURNEY TO THE
WEST is based on an actusl piignmege
! which took place inthe 7th century At
that time, Budohmsm wes a religion mostly
only practiced in inta. It wesa Chinesa
prigat called Tripitake who figured promin-
- ently in bringing tms inmen religion to
China. Tnpitaka was a resl parson who
went un & journey from China inta India to
abiatn Buoantst scriptures. Tripitaka weas
truly a revolutionsry pionear, the one who
introducad tha reiigion of Buddhism to Cm-
na. From thera, 1t sprasd tb other Far
Esstern countries like Korea and Jepen.
Tripitaks made the orient what it 1s todey.
By the 13th century, the incidents and sit-
ustions that occurred on this pilgrimage
hed avolved into & whola senes of legends,
and 11 was on thess that novelist Wu Cheng
En, in the 16th century, based his story.
Exactly how a heroic monkey could gat in=
volved in an otherwise factusl storyis
amyone's guess. Pernaps inreel life, Trip-
{teka captured & monkey (and meybe later
& pig) on his travels and kept it (tham) es
s pet (s). If thiz theory of mine were tha
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llANZINES FOR SALE

Any intarast in ardering back 1ssuss of any
*uf Daman Foster's fanzines? If so, simply
sgnd §1.50 per 1ssue, which includes postage.
Send to Damon Foster, P.0. Box 576, Framont
, 945370576, And then |11 sand you your
urger, 8% $00n o8 the check has been cleared|

JAPANESE MOVIE SCI-FI #2 (1978)

Enjoyabie Tor 1ts unintentional humor caused
by its crudenass. Full of rare photos snd art-
work. Reviews include: GAMERA VS MONSTER
X, SUPERCAR GATAIGA, THE EVIL BRAIN FROM
DUTERSPACE, and MONSTER ZERQ. Most recc-
omendabla hard-to-1ind pictures end clippings.

JAPANES MOVIE SCI-F| #4 (1982)

Strangaly written, but not as infantile as JMSF
#2 Not only has it got i1g shars of rara clipp-
Ings and pictures, but 1t's very informative as
wall. Articles featured: CAPTAIN HARLOCK,
BATTLE FEVER J, STARBLAZERS, ULTRAMAN B0,
SHOBUN WARRIORS--FORCE FIVE, GANERA, SUP=
ER HOMSTER, GATCHAHAN, GODZ A ON MONST-
ER ISLAND, MESSAGE FROM SPACE, and LAST
DAYS DF PLANET EARTH.

ORIENTAL CINEMA *S (1083)
Small but compact. Lots of information, but

much s innacurate. Featurtng: GODZILLA KING
OF THE MONSTERS, HAWK OF JUSTICE, SAIYUKI,
RASHOMON, KING OF THE MONGOLS, DUEL OF THE
IRON FIST, INFRAMAN, KING BOXER, and anime
Itke TENTO MUSHI NO UTA, INAKAPPE TAISHO,
and CHINESE GODS.

PACK, ONCE MORE (1988)

Tha third issue of PACK is the official publicat-
fon of the Punk Action Club, dedicated to all
gorts of bizerre entertainment. PACK ONCE MORE
has articles onc GHOST NURSING, ATTACK OF THE
MUSHRODM PEDCPLE, REANIMATOR, THE DEAD PIT,
the MR. VAMPIRE trilogy, DENZIN ZABOGA, THE
PAUL HOGAN SHOW, some comi®, 8 satire of
Garbege Pail Kios, and an exclusive interview
with tha punk rotk band from Washington called
Horal Crt

ORIENT AL CINEMA #5 (1389)

A spacial issua davoted mainly toward “gyonsig”
(hopping vamoires). Asioe (rom reviews of
many gyonst filme ({e. MR. VAHPIRE), the iss~
ue Includes THE GREEN HORNET, ACES GO
PLACES, some xunqfu movies, en update on Jag-~-
8nese superheroes, and & hard hitting satire on
Japanese cartoon fanclubs. WARNING. YOU MUST
CERTIFY THAT YOU'RE OVER18 YEARS OLD, SINCE
THIS ISSUE CONTAINS VULGAR SUBJECT MATTER
WHICH SOHE PEOPLE MAY FIND OFFENSIVE, BUT
WHICH IS REALLY SHASHING.

EDITORIAL =

c238, i1 would sesm that tne story mersly
301 more and more exsgersied. Todey,
the legand has goog, fairnes, and demans,
and in some vanations, includas dinos=
surg, dragons, giant spiders, and one
VErsion even featurad vempires. My res-
sarch indicates that no {wo versions are
fgemtical. In ORIENTAL CINEMA No. seven,
| hope to soucets all you newcomers
on Cmna's most famous fairy tala. This
1ssue will start off with a book review
on Lhe subject, and will go on to exarmne
many of the different movies on the anc-
18mt primate. Regrattably, | must exclude
he eariiest filmed version of the story
| doutt if 1926's MONKEY FIGHTS GOLDEN
LEOPARD wes aver relessed on vioeo
tapa, sinca | haven't baan sble to locwie
il in amy bay eres Chinass videostores,
nor do any of my penpals ( many collact
obscura Chinesae 111ms) hava it. MONKEY
FIGHTS GOLDEN LEOPARD 1g ona of the
many early Chinese fiimed stage shows
that hes been labled he first mertisi
arts film.” The Jspanese also mode o
filmed stage play sbout tha Monkey King
i tha 19408 And | can think of ai least
ona other Monkey Tlick | have never seen,
called FANTASTIC FLYING BABY. From
whal |'va heard, this modarn movie wes

no mare Tilmed stage performanca. Rum— .

or has it that FANTASTIC FLYING BABY
was created in the 1970z, end wese
full-Medged adventure, featuring real
scting ( instesd of opere-like singing ),
spaciel affects, and was in full color.
I'va sean nona of tha above maniionad
three movies. Naturally | cen not

writa shout A movis |'va navar xasn. Thiz -

igaue should includa THE MONKEY, ALax-
AZAM THE GREAT, HAVOC IN HEAVEN,

NEW PILGRIMS TO THE WEST, MONKEY
WAR, TAY DU K1, and SAIYUKI. The Japan-
g58 even incluaea characters from JOUR-
NEY TO THE WEST In & 1986 beer
commercial. The TY 2d was filmed 1n
Death Yalley, Amenca and featured the
Britiah naw waver Roy Rarrga plegihg
Trpitaks Little 1% known ebout ihe
bamind-the-scenes of tMs event, except
that as Boy George rested on the sand
inbetween takes, he completely ruined

- the company's valusble antique rope e

wore Lo play tne part. Do eny of you hava
any of these commercials on vidsolape?
Agide fram the photograpns |'ve included
on tms page, |'ve never seen anylhing on
these commercials.

But naturally, | wouldn't went to rest-
rict thig 1ssue exciusivalyto Sun Wu
Kung. For the sake of varisty, I'm inc-
luding my usual columns: CHOP SOCKEY
REPORT, NINGEN UPDATE, and a naw ome
callad CHINESE CHILLERS. | gidn't include
CHINESE CHILLERS last 19su@ bacausa that
‘whol@ 185ua haa enough horror Tiims. Tms
time arcund, the excluded column 18 my
fentesy column, SWORDS & TADISH. That
column will returmn next issue. Other art-
icies in this issus will include another
satire of Japanese certoons, tha third
Godzilla chaptar called KING KONG VS.
GODZILLA, and maybe even an articla that
comperes THE GREEN HORNET with BATM-
AN Since EDITORIAL PT. 1 18 tha first
thing I'm tuping for this issua, | do not
know at this point what alse will be inc-
Tuded in this 135u8.

Later, Demon

e Jostan
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Three photos_from_one of the many._early oriaotal filmed stage plays. @
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depicting Sun Wu Kung’s voyage to India. ; 5

(A BOOK REVIEW)

MONKEY KING

FH

Y KNG

rented the book. How dissapointing to
read in the book's credits that this
English eaition from 1964 was transi-
stea into English from the so-called
“onginel Czech version” In 1961, thig
Czech sdition was taken from Lhe ongi-
nel (7) Chinese version. With the Cze-
choglovakian publishing compeny Artia
as middiemen, it would halp Lo explain
the mysierious change in title from
JOURNEY TO THE WEST to THE HONKEY
KING. Actuelly, both titles are app-
ropriate. But like that other wellknown
navel, the Holy Bible, certein things al-
ways end up changed with each
translation.

EY KING would eppesar to ba only slight,

Tginca 1t has striking similerities with

,a_' Ills thestrical counterparts. Tha only
@

{thing that immediataly comas 1o mind

'as far 8% Innacurecy QOGS 15 10 ohe chapt-

"ar, there's mention of Nfles. | don't

4 beliava thay had guns in China guring

tha 7th cantury, though | could ba mist-
aken. Bul | can safaly say Lhat no

Tha changes in the casa of THE MONK-

ant chiness girl, as well as hig over

8l hornyness (this cheracler is und-
oubtably the most sexually frustrated
of tha foursoms). Both thesa aspacts
of tha story aren’t 1n thig English vers=
fan af tha naoval, yat ara includad in
many of Lha movias. | Suppoc@ thay

The actual story of this book can
not be squeazed into this articla, nor
could 1t it 1n tha whol@ magazine,
sinca thera's absolutaly no way | can
offord to make ORIENTAL CINEMA 331
pages long. But | can give a bref plot
description, consisting of the basics
that helped affact the mavies. -

Once upon & time 1n the 2nd cent-
ury, there was & magic stone created
by the legendary creator, P'an Ku 8s
wall 85 many olher gods n Heavens
This mystical stons was designad to
be & savior to the Earth, one which
would eliminate evil. It was located
on the Mountain of Meny Flowaers One
dey this rock bursi open and gave
birthto & stone @gg. Fertihizad by
the wind, the sgg came to life and
changed into & powarful monkay, whom
they called Stone Monkay His ext-
reme strength, wisdom & bravery
lead him to be the leader of & tribe of
monkeys who resided at the Mountain
of Hany Flowers. His simian follow-
ers called him the Monkey King. But
tha Stone Monkey King wasn't contant

: ﬁ!’:“‘ R 3  { movieg ragarding this saga avar used
v transhation of the-classic Chinese legend 1 such firg-arms.  Otherwiss, this 331
— page book &seemed to 11t in wilh the

with being & leader & powserful werr-
1ar amaong mara monkays. Ha sought
Lo tmprove himsalf, Lo becoms invinc=

suthor: Wu Ch'eng-En, Editad by 2dena
Novotna, Translated by George Thein-
er, illustrated by 2densk Shlenar,
and published by Peul Hemiyn of
weslbook Houge at Fullham Broadway,
London, Printed by PZ Bratislava,
In Czechoslovakia

After seeing numerous movies
based on this encient lalae, | decidad,
what tha hall, | mey &s well read the
noval, which | thought was callad
JOURNEY TO THE WEST. So | lpoked
into the computerizea date st a jocal
library, to see i thay had the book in
quastion Thair selaction of novels
had no suchtitla. So | key entersd
the name of the novel's author, wu
Ch'eng-En. | was surprised to see how
many Chinese authors listed had
"wu” starting their names, and smussd
that the only entry for Wu Ch'eng-En
wes & book misslabeled THE MONEY
KING, obviously & missinterperstat-
fon of “the Monkey King!™ So | notified
ihe hibranen of this error, snd then

movies on tha same subjecl. As &
detailed novel, it is much more Intric=
ate and exact than any movia, dus o
the limited amount of tima most
movies may 1ast. In 331 pages, & lot
more cen be said than in & mers faet-
ure length film, pressured (o be about
an hour and & half long, because of
the sudience’'s limited attentiion span,
as well as budgetary limitations. THE
MONKEY KING was quita usaful Lo mae,
because it answered many questions |
had which were never explained in Lhe
mavie. Bul | recall one thing which |
didn't ks, and thal was how brisfly
and inneficiantly Pigsy and Sandy ara
introduced. In filmed versians, Dy
the tima thesa two important charact-
erg set oul on their journay with
Tripitaka & Sun Wu Kung, we are air-
eady familiar with both of them. Bul
in the cese of this book, they both
Just seem to pop out of nowhers, wilh
anly & brief digcussion of thair Dack-
grounds. Movies elso usually includs
Pigsy's proposed marriage to a reluct=

B e

wars edited out, aither in the English
or Czach transiations. QOther minor
adjustments may have been made, but
on 1he whole, reading THE MONKEY KING
hes been an anlighteming experience for
me. If youare jusl slarting to get
into the JOURNEY TO THE WEST legacy,
your best bet 15 to read this influent-
ial noval first, before going on Lo ses
ALAKAZAM THE GREAT or MONKEY
WAR.

| really thought the artwork for
THE MONKEY KING was trashy. | could
draw better than that when | was in
3rd graoe, and | sLi1l canl It is not
enough that the drawings are simple
ang primitive, bul they frequently
ignore what wag writien in the story,
thereby giving the impression that
whoaver @i1d the crummy drawings did
not follow the story thet closely. An
examplae of tms contradictionis o
description of Pigsy claiming he has
tusks. Thera are no Lusks on any of
the drawings of Lhis charactar,

ibla, immortal, and & master of magic
powers. So the Honkey King left his
tribe and travelad to far awey l1anas.

In the many yasrs that followad, the
monkay learnad from the Patnarch
Subodhi assaried magical powers, inc=
uding moleculer transformations,
clawd 1lying and the sacrets of baing
immortal. It took many yeers to
lsamn a1l this, and upon his eventual
return 10 his clan of monkays, he disc=
overed \hey were being sttacked rou-
tinely by the King of Demons. In &
fair fight, Monkey defests tha King
Demaon for revenge, but Lhen goes on

& power MR From thera, he stole &
pawarful waspon called an 1ron cuag-
gl (actualy o steff} from tne palece

of the oceamc Dragon King. Now both
invincible and iImmorial, Honkey makes
& hitle vis1t Lo hell to scratch ms
nama off thia Dasth List. From there,
HMonkay decidss to challenga Heavan
ftself. To kasp tha agotistical monkay
undar conirol, tha gods agrea ta hire
him thers. Ha chooses his own title,

*
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“Greel Sage, Equal to Heaven” The
Great Sage causes lots of havoc 1n
Heaven, including eating all the megic
sacred peaches inaone of Heaven's
orchards. The peaches cause immortial-
ity to whoever eats them. Thig action,
snd many other thefls causas the dis-
respectiul monkey Lo get many snem1es
In Maaven wha insiet an diecialining
him. Numerous beilles occur, as  the
invincible monkey defests all comers
He mesils hiz malch when he confrontls

| the almighty Buddha Buddha outsmartis
the impulsive simisn and &% punnishm-
@nt, hes the so-called Greal Sage imp-
rigomed under the Mountain of the Five
Elements. Five hundred ysars lster,
# Chinese priest called Hsvan Tang
has begun a long journsy from Chine
into Intha Lo obtain & senes of
Bugdhist scriplures known as Tripit-
sem; So from that point on, Hsuen
Tstsg wes (0 be known by the imdien
nama Tripitaka. Yet the journsy to the
wast would be & hazerdous ona that
the lone priest couldn't possibly surv-
ivesn hig own. During his travels,
Tripiteke encounters Fonkey, still
trapped underground wilh only his
heed sticking oul. Buddha had placed
a magica! talisman ( plece of paper
with & gpell written on it} on the
ground which kept Monkey from being
sble to dig himself cut. And so the

King pleeded with Tripitaka Lo
ralease Mm, cleiming ha'd repent and
stainpany Tripttaks and protect him
perilous journsy Trpitake,
prate for & guardian, rimaves Lhe
“of Buddha and he and Monkey set
pifion their lengthy pilgirmage Lo Ind-
18, But Despite Tripitaka's relessing
the monkey (naw called by his relig-
ious.neme, Sun Wu Kung), he's siill
\mpuigive and violenl, To stop Sun
W Kung from killing every person
Jyrha thraatens them in the slightest,

* a magical gold ring is placed around
Sun 'wu Kung's head. Now Tripitlake
can force Sun to behave by doing 8
chent which mekes the golden haad-
band inflict pain on Lha monkey's
scalp. During the course of their
journey, the duo 18 joined by Lwo
other magical werriors of dissmissed
status who were also exiled from
Heeven by Budcha. Both these former
angels sgreed 10 essist our Lwo her-
oag on their 1ong voysge 0 the wast,
They sra an squatic canntbal called
Sanoy, ond 8 pig demon called Pigsy
Tha remainder of thair story veries
in dtfferent versions, bul what they
A Kave (n common it that the char-
sctars are alweys battling avil dem-
ons as they protect Tripitaka. it

i, monly essociated with the red active

hawve never seen any versions of the
slory wmich did nol festurs thig det-
ail. Since this paragrapnh seems to be
additional 1nfo not In mi) original syn-
opgia, | should also explain what is
meant by “clowd flying” The term
1% Hiterel, 1t mesns Lo have control
over a clowd, sothat you can gtand
on 1L and control its movements. Il
would acl &% & form of mideair transp-
oriation

Anywoy, | Suppose now you have
» baric i6ea of whet this comical #lory
is sbout. Mankey is & heroic cheracter,
onae of the very {irst superheroes ever
cresled Ever since Lhs slory wes
written by Wu Ch'eng-En in the 13th
century, tha mighty Stons Moniey weas
kept alive in scrobstic operss and
live sisge pisys. The 201h cantury ev-
entually cama, snd although the Monkey
King would continue to flourish in Lhe
Peiking Opera, Lhe sncient supernero
would also meake his debul on cellulend,

KING KONBG
GODZIiLLA.

felansea by Universal imternational, Prog-" 3
ucea by Toho Co Lia, Presented by John
Beck, Speeial offects EV)) Touburays, Jap-

aness girector: ingchiro Honds,
virsion wntten by Paul Meson &' Bruce
Howara, Editerial suparvisor: Petar Zinne
ar,’|Soung effects Willem Stevenson,

English director: Thomes: Monigomery, :

character & name of “King Kong™ by perm-

. 1s8ion of RKD General, Inc: Cest. . | ..

Michael Kigth, Harry Holcomb, James Yag),

.. Tadao Takesmma, Ketji Sshaks, ichro: o0 .

ArEhima /NOTE.. | tend (D think that'

. {he sbove nNamB Ke1)) Sahake,” as copled |

directly from the Tilm's creoits, 18 act-
-.mlg & missirensiation of Kenj Sahara/

tnglish

- gramt His personality has alsc changed
somawnat sinte 1955 His amusing antics

10 KING KONS VS GODZILLA would: be rep= . |

. eated later for every Godzilia film; with -

: the possible exception of smzlu.n 1985,
and maybe GODZILLA VS THE THING, also

known' o9 GODZILLA. YS NOTHRAL KiNe
KONG VS GODZILLA festures Godzilla do-

/g 11y, non-reptitien tings ke clapp-

1ng hig hands (though only Ms claws maks.
contact) ana practically chesring after ne
Scores points dueling with mg simian

. rival, in & tattie wich 13 wellstagea ang
- well photogrephed. The Big 6's costume is

not the same 8s thal in GIGANTIS. rismy

* oldLima fens prefer the dreery look Godz=-

s neo 1n his TIPst two THims, yet |
constder Ms gesign in ms third film Lo
be quite an |mwm Farmtl’nm.

MASH

MONSTER

the goriila from Man
] 'I‘S\I I',]'\ P\e _]\ 1-'-- =1

head on

l-(mg Kong vs. Godzilla

T OD A Y @

since tms 1983 costuma 1§ 1& a color
« f1im. we could Tinaily ses what color

The 8yss ara much 1arger 1n KING KONG

V5 GODZILLA than 1n the previous two adv-
entures. To some, ims gives Goazills &)
certoon-like 100k, but 10 ms, hé Now seems
more lnfe-hike, simost hke he's lodking
out of tha TV screen back 8t us. The bgg-
er eyes also give mm a personality The
ramaindar of tha costume teems fatter,
Bbulkisr, and more muscular than the tal} .
& tn 0n@ 1n GIGANTIS, vich 15 actually

' more reslistic than GIGANTIS, since techn- | il

lcally, any creatars that 512¢ would nesa’ '

' '10 b bulky 10 hold himseM up, o ne woulg

Godzilla's skin is, wmen 15 blus-1sh green. " many

an 1518nd populated by natIves who worship
that Rig harmy ARG, And INLer Lhe craw capls -

. urih Kong ;00 Uk him DaCk 10 Livilization

4 popular formuls.-4na one whith would lster

" Darepesiegin Toho's KING KONG: ESCAPES:

{Japan; 1965), 'Shew Brothers: GOLIATHON
(Ching; 1977),"and & terrible Korgan cheapie

called APE (Kores; 1978). Asaloverof |
$6Quals an0 o nater.of remakes, | much rathr 4
&r would 1tka Lo believa Lhat KING KONG V5.
GODZILLA was enother chapter 10 KING KONG

"33, and not an altarnate version that can't |

. PoEsibly co-exyst with its predecesser. Of -

coursa, it the two were related, Kong's terr-
10l costume would have 10 ba improved to -
look ltke the origine) smmated doll crasted
by Willis Obrien for KING KONG "33, | bel-

~ ieve that prelly much evenyone agrees Lhat

King Kong looks like shit 1n this movie, and
that the ape sutt usedn Dino De Leurentis’

*- KING KONG '76 was far supanior (unlike thi

maovie 1tseif). Exactly why Toho would
willingly use such 8 pathatic costuma 18
anyone’s Quess.: My suspision 15 that maybe
Toho wanted to make thir own:origingl
crastion Goazilla look good, while making
RX03 monster look poor. | think the best
shots of Kong in'his first Japanese film
are actually of & small hano puppet, usea
for facisl close-ups, like when he drinks
the narcotic rea berrie juice on the 15iang
neer 'the fiim's Deginming, or 'n & later
shot, where he bites o talephons wire for &
quick Joit, accomplished by handy super=
impositions of glectmeity supphied by the |
spectal effects crow. The slectrical aspect
of Keng being cherged up 1s & new 1008, nev=
T usea 10 &ny other Kong movie before of
£1nce. . A dumb rdes, but no worse Lhan the
1084 of & pnimitiva aps grabbing a small
female human, {8111ng 1n hive with har and
carrying her 1o tha top of & butlding. This
time, the demssl in distress 1sn'L Fay Wray,
but & Japanese girl called Fumiko, who's
brother 15 responsibls for bringing Kong to
Jéepen. But this idea 15 an obligatony stens,

~neeosd . in all.traditional gonlie=on=the=

330MOViE |

loose movies. . Tma tims, the
ape's ‘Chimd 18 eccomphished Dy Just one
or two steps, since 1he Japanese counselor
bullding 1Nt quite os mgh as New \'N’t 8
Empire State Bullding

KING KONG VS GODZILLA 15 ong of thﬁ
Lpam-ups 1 the mavies.
Although their Dattle 1s extiting and long,
Kong 18 disepointing beceuss he's so diff~
arent, 1n a negative way, then ha wes. \n
1931, Godxilla 18 also criferent than he
was In ms first! two films, bulnot &8
much; and the changes are for the better

| The irst scane we se of Goa2111g1s an -
i i exciting shot of mm Dreaiing out of the
' 1ceburg that ne'd been trappsed in for sight
;- yeers (see anding of GIGANTIS for more
. GELRIS), SO NS INro 11ts 1t well 1h ims |
* fAlm. But as L :

1a befors, Emg't:::r;!ntrn

(Bm-luunef:fﬁu
Ly VA, - Gﬂdﬂ a." M‘“" 1
1% - Kong clash between two of || -+ Structure 1n KING KONG VS GODZILLA 1sn
memm monstors of all time.) | bulky enough, reahistically But 11's just
el Kelt °mn. .lnmu i faction; ) don't nmtupmlwwmt
Yook @Pra) . 0o '-f-'.‘.“ !

in Enozmn s 1178t tun wlw movia, lm
: _mla!mmtmnmmt sppesrs far
*'removed from ms previous appearanca tn’ L.
'the 11751 twts movies of the 19508, Gogz~
1118's dsout 1960 appearance 1S one ot 1L
i Tlash ang bumor, unitke GODZILLA, KING
“.OF THE MONSTERS (1954) and GIBANTIS
LTHE FIRE NONSTER (195S), wheh wara
“porer gloomy nd Slow pacar. His thrd
Adventurs gives him & clearar, mors pol=+
(T Rl righ=piiched roar that was?
not in the first two movies, that hes
'lmgﬁmbm the 8 m rn-t com-

seems thal anyone who eals Lhe
flegh of this noble priest will bec-
ome 8% immortal ss ihe Graat Sege

. himsell. So naturally, every demon
from China to India would ke lo
take 8 bila oul of him. And $0 Sun Wu
Kung and hiz mogicel steff, aided by
Pigsy and Sandy battle and outsmart
1ha denizens of evil until finally resch-
ing India, thus oblaining the long sought &

I sfier Buddhist scrolls which would thend
intreduce LMs Indian religion o China. @
Ang | sssume thay all lived happlly §
wver afler

Like | sard before, my synsopsis of

HiChang En's sege is an over simplif-
ication | excluded many Intricets
detalls which some mey consider imp-
ortant to Lhe story, such as the fect
that Pigsy's waspon is & rake. Thisis
sctually an importent aspect, since |

-'i:.. collaps of Mg own waight. Bul even mis |

mumm MISSUICET primata 8s bwIng |
;Wi to/smallito battle Godilla, who:
. toula suath M oastly ) S0 rathar man
.10, NIk :Doth f1imaitogether by meking vong's.
‘$128.AnCTRASE Grov by means of ragation or”
Somsthing, thefilm's 1irst nalf involves an.
nsufficient, rushed, mini-remake of KING
KDNG 1933 that involves the seme elements
; !mt were in the original: & lmn‘gningu
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/hend.of “an FX tachincian pulling the™  of tham over this onsy Uniike e reRar™’ !‘
. string thet makes Goczilles hssdanse. ng population, | really itk the Gozilla - ' GOOZILLA, betng ane of my Isast fever-

.. ites, fits in thers somewners
‘The music from CREATURE FROM THE mavies of 1he 19708: GOD2ILLA V5. SHOG . ulzmm mnlw;?u '
| BLACK LAGDONserved its purposa Quits:  WONSTER; GOOZULAVS GISAN, SO0ZILA' |  HONSTERS, 60 OF G0OZILLA. CODZILLA'S
- affctivaly in that American classic. And: /1= VS HEGALON; GODZILLA V6 HECHAGODZ1= ' REVENSE, and of courss, G0D2ILLA 1585, . |
. MBre-ussiin KING KONG VS' GODZILLA /. * 11 A, snd TERROR OF MECHAGODZILLA. The o 1§13 30 baring thet 1t hes gat to be the K
‘also fits the stanss wall. Bul lst's ol | . other onas of theil980s are: slso-quite ! L

Lewrance Wolk of Godailla movies. Yet
.| do edmire KIKG KONS VS SODZILLA
despite its many flews, sincatt was &
' trestivaeffort whehot lsast tries to |
- .. offer something new. i

: :. forgati thalithasa: tunes areonly ddsd’ | good, with the axceptions of GODZILLA'S:
¢ - for Uhe'{jsnkin Qubbad versian, not. Imu -~ REVENGE {which was: iy alilima tavorite)
. original Japanese. The oalyJspanesemu- -~ movie when't waswightysers-old)end:
. sicleitintect for American ralesse wes - SON nre:mnu. umms V5 <o
.. thenstive chanis used Gunng the movie's ~ }. . -
- - I5lan0 SLanss: in fact, oll tha scenss of: . | L
i llltlnuutlmmw!glnu using the sc~
" tors’real voicas o8 they speak in thRiir
" nstive tongua: | The anly native dubbsd .
18 the whimpy transiater. He's dubbsd
. wivens h® spaaks English 10 tho two eraw=-:. .
mén from civilization, but nol when he
speaks nativa to his chief. Tha result
S —— ts two distinctively differsnt voices for |
Mighty moristers battle for:su- (il etk bt
prematyandi fiaten the world. gt i s . e,
o o .
Kong vs. Godzilla “erscanversion: Throughout the movie, |
wo ssem L0 switch irom scanes of the . .
original Jepanass actors like Kenjt Sahe
! ars, o added American scanes of what !

ance again involves a re-talling of haw:

G %@%m -

maney hangry usinessinan Kignap tim | 0SS0 Da 8 newacastar, aking 10
fram & tropical 8land. aly (s time; s e U o i
the kidnappers' are’ Jepansss TV show : i &Eﬁ % *@3

i, st more or lass updates the story ab-
7 oul ‘avery' 20 minutes or s Thare's
evan on interview with & dinosaur exp-
. 2rt who goss on t0 explain why a battle .
- batwaan King Kong and Godzilla s inne
© . avitsble, cleiming thayre instinclive
. rivals. Also intluded for thase American
. shotg are occasionsl commentaries from:
. eupposed fortegn corrgspondents from
;i othar countr1es. The switch from Amar-
|1 1ean host to Lhe fariegn raparters (one
" {rom Japen, ona from italy) is eccompl= |
+ ished by & communiclaions satlelite thet
arbits tha Earth. Footage of this sattel-
fte/is] actually stock-footage from
. anather Japanasa sci-11 film from Taho, . - = -
' called BATTLE.IN DUTERSPACE (1959).

:1 ' Bynow you probably know that KING ;|
(KONG, VS. sunzlu.n'n plot 1e bestcally .

' Just 8n sxcuse to bring o of the world's |
grastest monsters together for @ conf- | |
- rantation. Even if you havent seentha. | .
motion picturs, the title tells el S0 o'
[ far, 4 haven't really gone heavily into the:: -
"L, plot, but have revenlsd snough of 1t by
*'mentioning l:zumtlteﬁmlln‘sml-
wrashian snd King Keng's . Raing |
hasvily into its stery woul nlnnmn. :
! incs #ts boen doat s0 many times: by |
1" old monster magezines and Japaness §F 1
/. fanzines from the 19703, and bacauss 1L'S
mdmmmﬂmmm
! fiims, $0 I'm surs you've oll seen IL But, :

pramoters, and not American stege ghow '
promoters. Also differsatis the nameof
the 1sland. And Kong batties an octopus,
not ainoseurs. Although the anclent dusl
with the Tyrenoesurus Rex is@clessie
battle, the Japanase Kong's TIGhE with the,
octopus (Dad Dako”) from 1963 i alsoi
quite bresthteking Although itsunitkely:’
that an octopus would ever coma safar:
. on land for the netive tribe's prized barrie
| juics, tha battle is vary entertatning. For!
8l the scenes of the tentacled devilfish.!
comtng In actual contact with Kong, & rubb=
or dol) was used. For close-ups, they used
aresl octopus. IU's painful to watch these
| scanss, knowing that this innocent danizen
of sait walar had to suffer, end mey have ;).
Suffoceted on the sel. Tomake mattars
worse, the scanss involving this uafortun-
ate mambar of the molusk Temily fealure.
2 vary bad. matie affect, with @ bright:
outline minnmmummtu.um-::-
w: til-mﬂmmmnm 1
or do sae sxactly how tha boat craw got ||
mmnmnmumrmp. wWessskong:
get blind wastad drunk from having ons o
many, and Lhen he pasees out, 10 the scc=.
ompantmant of the natives singing anat=.
{va chant (and & funny ons ot thatl what
they'ra raslly singing ) don't knaw, but 1L:
sounds 1ka: “Sheer critisiami”). Thenaxt: | |
thing we sa8 of Kanj 18 of him unconsc= :-
snormous raft enroule o Japan: | Ui
ml:'lt:mn raluctant voyags, Godzills' - | for ths seka of & complete: mu:v..llt‘t"-l
nomnannmtmrnmllmthm _- ‘just say that the two monsters arriva el -
goldiars and tanke. Tha tenks, liks the! waltmmm“
alanrmimntwntuummnmtw ;
. ulous. HMost otber spacial effects bitsin:
| . KING KONG! VS GODZILLA erealsopratip
nifty mmmznmlm
King Kong's cesipn, noram | particularly
tnrn: mmr messy . matle worki(leit
walch 16r 1he SCene MW::
solaiers walk. al} over| Kong' after: b
' faints dusi! to, mm:um;u
1n the form of mist: The wa_-
* paople who tie ropss & balloons to Keng:
repressnt sams of the worst matte: eff=i
scts aver put on 1iim). | Olher. minori”
FX errors coan also ba spotted in KNGS
_ KONG VS GODZILLA including @ shot thakij:
occurs just as Kong end 211a ers aboutin:: |
* have their final battle.: nmm-;;\
in the: air bacsuse; ne's| tied; o hokiatrii™
| balloons epproaches: Godzille, Godzilla:
| looks up 81 him. I'8 possidle o sas e ¥

~BE - ﬂ&% i&?ﬁ”“
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uncta ung; Sun Lan San Kwat, L
wangcngng Fung Kun, & Kent C

names are Chen Chiang 2nd Ko Le

“couldn't find the third name). ]
.released because tney're gungfu >
“i’and the potlr.e want these former

_U'.l
=
1
£
| E

olve revenge or rival marttal arts schools.
'AS 1s evident n the title, this semi-gory movie
eatures canntbals as villains, not : gangsters .
rJapanese. - I'suppose that | WE'RE GOING. TO -

' /the villains! After 2 number-of to
" uations, Chen Chiang 15 the: oniy
REVENGE OF THE DRAGON /15 utteraur i

. - dlalogue, but ror-evewta . ZEAT YOU ALIVE -could be the “Texas Chainsaw: -
an even longer fight Scene:! - Massacre” of Chinese gungfu films. Naturally,
|7 i The photography Isalso quite Interest= .. any movie which combines bothmartial arts
| ing.} +* and cannibalism would have to be rather bloody.

1 ANd althuugh this ‘dark humored oddity may.
have more spinetingling bloodshed than the av-
erage.Chinese gunigfu film, the gore is nothing
compared to that in most recent American
horror f1ims. Softening the atmosphere of the

plctun 1S 1t5 humorous content. Lots of gross
" comedy involving cannibalism, masochism, and
enormous;, grotesque: horny femate ( obv-
ously played by a man) abound in this
" this entertaining adventure.
cifically discussing martial arts, 1t5 raot
ially good; but no worse than most aver--
ageﬂ ichop: sockey movies of the 1970s. And
unlike/Jackie Chan's movies, there 1smiot any
breath:aki ng stuntwork. The main hero is played
Dy an actor who 1S only a decent martt al artist

; . genre just seemed to get:tired of repeattng ts- néver attracted a following in. any’ western
i .i: elf. WERE GOING TO-EAT-YOU '\LWF:‘W. | 'mm untw. unllke, Bruce Lee, Jackie Chan, David

i ' ne 1ast  Cniang, Billy/Chong or Jimmy; Wahg Yu Therefor,
it saatirhe around 19:0 9. e fast 500 Khown English name to call him by |

' him Dy Nis.Chinese name Tsiu Stu Keung, _
his unueterrnmed name has also been trans-
U Thieu Cong’ ‘and Tsui Shao Chan, ' The'
amed actor ‘also aweared 2s Raymond
01 uli l‘Ghost Nursing ). That movie's be=
ngicredlts listed actors’ names like Norman

i ol The movle ls coldblooaed ‘with.1ittie or
T no sense of humor,

' Thé voicedubding 1s famy_
there are Scenes vmere young men 5peak
with older voices. .= ||

{ ‘The title’ “Revenge. of Dra ¢n,'

- the movie's real title. | The opening graphic
‘was obviously added on for: TV release, us=i,
ing a cheap vldeocarnera

; RATING 6

B {PraducedbySeasona!F
-4 - 1By now,you all k '
© i, " 'qungfu 11ims have been 14
) élacedny whattneynow r.all action mm

never lised any of, the three in |

lo the best of my knowledge.
WE'RE GOING.To

'The brave fighter

H 'steamed rice, tc,

bourne Wang, aadTom Chin. It's 1mpos$-t i

thmugh or near.’
 the _sounce of a reast

, Wmerous traders and.

‘who ‘have been itraveling the nearby, :

f'the villagers changes

w anderer” Comes, to town.
Ne’s 3 master of gungfud '
| 2 governement agent called :
999 (olayed.byTstu SluKeung) :who''is on the
‘search for a cri alled Rolex recognizable,

) BV’ the time 999 finally!
 finds the now reformed Rolex; 999 must defend

* himself from the' viliagers themselves, who.

gee him as thelr next meal. Rolex Is eventually
killed by the psychotic: \eader ( played by Kou
. sheng) of the cannibals, and Sometime after
- that, the evil leader Is defeated by 999, who -
‘escapes the'village by golng down river on a’

river on:a raft'with some friends,

Other characters also exist, including a .

" 'bumbling thelf who, near: the end, teams up

withnlrhemic 999 There's also a female:

* cannibal Who: Keeps " saying: in Chinese. that. .

that She wants some heart.: In the Chinese:
\anguage, we are meant to assume that she
..means.she. just wants to be; loved. But at a |

trick ending, we're supposed to be fooled when .
“she réveals her true meaning: Sne Iitteratty
‘wants someone's heart. She tears aheart out '

of adead villain's chest. But the English sub-!

| titles translate her words su_‘angety. making
1t obvious what she meant in the first place '

‘501 wasn't: fooled by, the so-called "trick™
enaing. Thesesubtltlesby the way, are diff-
‘erent: than most subtitles | on Chlnese

;;range of, the screen, maklng -.merstanding
o them dtmcult But this'time, they're small
eﬂuughso that the\'MOLE':lne,ﬂtsl bpwever.

'umt S Sing Theatre. W

stins adyértis;ng
ther.
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Sonny Chiba plays Hayata, secretagent
who B0ses 25 2 hitman for. Tokyo's Jargest{
erworld gang to battle drug smuggers.,

4 Normally, 1 don't reuiaw amu\ue unlessk
have seen it thres or.more times. Butiin this:

case, I'\l make 21 éxception.| I've| seen #his:

‘1ilm only once, and that's more than enou

1f the movie was all. in Jaganese (With
without English subtitles), or.all: dubbgd n:

glish, it would be 2 nice fittle flick!iinst=
‘eat, half of the movle 1 dubbea with £n lisn;

voices. The remainder of. THE ASSASSI

-in {ts original Japanese soundtrack.” Atmé...._ &
point, all the characters are talking in Jabanf- 5

‘ese (and 1t's quite noticeable), in. conversat

/fons which last quite a long amount of time, !

. Why they show this.on American commercial -

{1V Is beyond me. But the majority of this ‘:- '

. picture {s inEnglish.. But these. scenes are |
“i'even worse than the Japanese idialogue parts. "
-The volce dubbing - 1s: unrealiStic, -naively:
-Written and the voices don’t {1t the charact=.

but THE ASSASSIN has many otnef‘
reallv a rnartla! art film, altnough it does.

feature three or four !Igmscenes which are
short, badly chu‘eog;_aphed and far betweep

X 2N’ another member: of the otherw

* dedd trodp battle and defeat the main boss i
;511 This movle 1s'not only childish, but boring. [
Despite the presence of gungfu superstar Chi
~gitisaru'ilrn, the fights are a bit on the lame .

emess not to mention her stamina is absol-
Utely increaiblé, However, that's not qungfis
Itsmpose the idea of making 2 movie where
vlllalns are defeated by splits and handstands
Is Innovative, but it's not effective, Oh well,

: Isuppose they should try every idea, no matt-
er how! idumb, at’ least once.

'+ 111 found Phoenfx's s1gn language to be frr-
Itatmg, All the characters Seem to unders=

'tand sign Janguage, but for us sign language -
“impaired people, 2 woman's vofce Is dubbed -
over to narate what the signlanguage means.’

1 The gungfu techniques have such ridicul-:
" 0us names 25 "Chicken lays anegg” ' and

B "tne cow:1s not a coward.”

. KUNGFU AND THE YOGA GIRL reatures all
the usual scenes: - Obligatory gambling scene,

. drunken bum scene, obligatory rape attempt, :

«vengeance, - and -of Course, some trainig

: '_'- sequences

4% ers at all. This entire review could be devot= '

g ed entirely to eritisizing the volcedudbing; ' -
eakness

" AS 3 rating from 1-10, 1l glve this one

. a 4,/ but ‘that's only because of Pai Ying's'' |
'_ flexabsllty ‘Without that, I'd give it 2 2,

 IN THE LINE OF DUTY 3

1 'Prm:uced by D&B. Flims;.starring Cynthia
Khang, HirdshiFujloka, TiWei, Paul Chin i

and Yue Hwa .

As | sat there In the Chlnatown theatre
watcmng the movie screen and seeing Hiroshj: -
 Fufioka beat the shit out of Yue Hwa, | could |
‘not helpbut consider it ahistoric occasion. -
“it was a case of Kamen Rider vs. Sun Wu I<ung'

i = theStone Monkey King! Both veteran actors .

appear In this 1988 action film from China.
Hiroshi Fujioka makes his Chinese movie ﬁeh-
Ut In this magnificent thriller. Fujioka, like

ociated with his work 1n Tokyo's’ Toel:Movie '

yeah, ﬂauam Kauis accusea or sell!ng pu!son, i
Madam Kau gets killed, then Huang Fel,  Phoen-

¥

|

- many Japanese actors, is most commonly ass- |

Company. ' Japanese movies to his credit fnc- |

lude TIDAL WAVE, ESPY, and. HIGH SEAS

|| HIJACK: He also made his American debut In

the- attrpcfous 'Jananese samural’ milA.!' -

 SEVEN BLOWS OF THE DRAGON, & LUNG WEI

‘rliek callea GHOST WARRIOR But by rar,

Hiroshi Fujioka's most. wellknown, most bel-

! oved role was as the lead hero in-that h:gnlyi‘ i

influential” Superhero Series from 1971 -
which changed Japanese_'r_v forever, the cla-
$51¢ KAMEN RAIDA (*Masked Rider”)! Inhis

T iAdA Y Shaniy

rlrst Chinese mwle, he nlays anangy
Japanese police officer. " :Yueh Hwa is a
Chinese actor who i no sl:rmge .0 movies
himself. | He 1s an old.Star/ who has

| been In a number of action f{lms (THE MONK~

EY, COME DRINK WITH ME, MONKEY KUNG FU,

VII.L&GE, to name a few), yet i've never
; seen any evidence that he can fight. For IN

-THE LINE OF DUTY 3, he plays adishonest, ©
rich designer of jewelry.: Additional guest '
~ actors appear from time to time in IN THE

: LINE OF -DUTY 3, ‘such’as Fiong’ Tsui Feng,
(GHOST SNATCHERS) Eric Tsanand RichardNg *
(WHEELS ON MEALS, MR. VAMPIRE 3). Al
three actors are most known for their starr-
ing togetner in Samo Hung's: "Lucky Stars®
pictures. Another supportlng actor 18 Ti -
Wel, who plays the main male ‘villain ‘and
takes part inthe cllm_acti,c_mal Ti Wel

. 1sbest remembered for his role 15 the comm-~

1+ anding pirate from-Jackie Chan's PROJECT A, .. - - «

The main hero, | mean the mainheroin of ~

. IN THE LINE OF DUTY 3 {s a female cop played

-by-the gorgeous Cynthia Khang. .She's got an

extremely pretty face and nice-looking leggs
that she knows ' how touse inafight! Her

.speed, strength, stamina and limberness are .

considerable. However, it 1s painfully obvi-

_ous that for maybe a couple o: the stmts.

astuntMAN was used. .
The movie itself is. a mﬁﬂem day action

“f1im from Hong Kong featuring Stunts, gu\r-

_-znas'

ire, explosions, chases and gungfu. In
comparison to other fiims of us type, it -
lacksthehilarltvoMEESGOPLACES. and

ofJﬂIlChansmodmdwamm(le. i
) MINTIELIIEDFM\'

fter 1§ fierceness. There 183 ot

ofblood@ed&smﬁegore. pTusa few brutah




=

death scenes. . Thi deat:h of Hirashi' Fu].ld.a

. partner Ken 15 staged in such a way thatwe
really come:to cheer the Japanese hero on,’

_hoping for him. to tear apart the ‘villains
responsible.  The: avenging: character.is
! called Hirosht Futioka; nearly the same as. .
| the actor’s namei But  the Chinese “in the -

‘ movie pronounceit:: nuch differently than
 the Japanese-:The Japanese actor demonst=:*
 rates his superior-acting ability quite wen

. in a touching, sentimental scene in a trad- "~
|'1tional Japanese graveyard shortly ‘after =
! the funeral for his policeman partner Ken. -
1 The sequence depictshis: talking ‘to the -
4 year old (approx.).:son- of - the deceased =
cop The natve, innocent kid claims in a
; cute manner, he's to0 young to avenge his
- father's death, and has no gun, S0 he asks
! our hero to do it.”

The story is not that unusual; a vengeful
~ copout to severly:punnish the two jewel
thieves who killed a fellow police officer..
.during a jewel theft in Tokyo. Futioka foll=-
ows the two criminals to Hong Kong. From™

there, he eventually teams up with a Chinese
policewoman: who atds him in his quest: .

for revenge & justice. In the end, both.-.
thieves end up dead, but so does the Japan- !

_ ese hero. | would like to have seen Hiroshi .
Fujioka do perhaps a little more of the act=
ual fighting, but | fmagine he -was kind of |
tired, since at the time of making this mov-

“{e, he had been in the business for seventeen

years.!

Supposedly, IN THE LINE OF DUTY 3.1s the

thigd in a sertes of modern day action flicks
which always teamup a Chinese actress_ u
with 3 Japanese guest star.:One of its:

prequels was ROYAL WARRIORS starring !

Hiroyukt Sanada. | guess IN THE LINE OF
DUTY 3 is one of those “sequels” where none
of the original characters return, and it is

a whole new story_having absolutely. noth-
ing to do with its predecesser:; Maybe one !
day these frresponsible movie-makers will
realize their mistakes.

RATING: 9

o —

o % THE EAGLE KING -

Producec: Se Wat;i Present Elau Rong
Screenplay:’ Lo Do Tak Directedz Kall
Lf LaO
Master Chu 13 the Ieader of a martlal
art school: _His followers include * Tin
_Ah, YuFang, Kwal Cha and Pal Ching-+-

Buta ternible flood occurs which dest-:
‘roys part of a Chinese vIHage. Food and”
-other supplies are sent: to:the damaged ©
‘village: But Lora Shi (a local ruler): dec-

lides to: keep: the: supplies: for his-own —

profit, rather than giving (t to the needy
“fiooa ‘victims; whom it; was meant for. —
Lord Shi also has: plans torebel against
-China's emperor; SO that he mmselt can

.. become the emperor

1

Forturatelya !ocat ‘good guy called
iShao has witnessed the execution of a
ispy who redelled against Sh:.” Before the
/5Py dies, he informs Shao of Shi's diabol-
_ical plans. Shortly after, Yu Fang enters -

* 2'bar, where somgot Shi's men try to.

pick up on.her!': Sheiis not Impressed; so
she uses her gungfu skills'to beat them
up. Somehowy: things: dnnoq get verv g
peaceful afterwardsy * '

- The fight chareography. s okay, as i
the rest of the ‘movie.: But notmng Is
better thargrokayiis = -5 5

The music {s mostly stock-muslc oft-

- en tncluded:in mam,' otnergungfu pictures,
" and STAR WARS!™

The f1lm's humor 15 also okaq.r It is

~ mildly amusing when some 0f the men in

=

the movie pose as women. .-
_ RATING: 5

riller
" (Chinese; 1979) Prison i
mates are recruited to battle evil U'Igl.
lantes. Paipiao. (2 hrs.)
[Ch. 2 plans an announcement wa
mg that thls maovie may not; be sutablé

< BOLO

- Music: Chow Foo Liang, Editor: Cneung Kok !
Cheng, Art:: Union Design, Ececutive Prod-

" ucer: Lau Ny Banito, Production Managers.

“¥ang Sze & Jason Pai Piao, Cameraman:
E Chung, Assistant Director. L1 Kok Keong,
Script: Yeung Hon Ning,  Starring: Jason
Pai Piao, Yang Sze, Wong Ha, Chin Yet Sun,
San Kwei, LauYet Fan, Chiang Tao, Tog
Siew Meng

“* Yang Sze returns as 8010 a character

: he first portrayed in ENTER THE DRAGON.
But the character in ENTER can not be the
same quy as in this movie. Aside from
the “difference in time periods (ENTER
takes place in modern times, BOLO takes
place in the old days), there is the fact
that the character Bolo does not match
both films.:An ENTER, Bolo was a cold-
blooded executioner.:The Bolo In this
flick 1s far’more. ]olly, friendly and hum-
lorous than the brute in ENTER.

|-~ “This flick 1sone of the most poorly
written praductions 1've ever been unf-
ortunate enough to see. -

For the first time, the acting is even

‘worse than the voice dubbing (which is
also horrible).

“Not surprisingly, this movie (under
its theatrical title BOLO THE BRUTE)
was chosen for "Dog of The Week" for
-an early episode of the old SNEAK PREV-
IEWS series when it was hosted by Gene
'Siskel and Roger Ebert. - But normally,

- American film critics and martial arts
movies don't mix. Critics tend to diss-
like any movie involving martial arts,

, unless it stars Chuck Norris. Although
| agree with their panning of BOLO,

. they've also included in. their “Dog of
the Week' enjoyable movies lke SHOG- -

_ UN ASSASSIN, A HARD WAY TODIE, and__

the excellent LEGEND OF THE SEVEN
GOLDEN VAMPIRES (ak.a. SEVEN BROTH-
'ERS MEET DRACULA).
The plot for BOLO (what little there

.is) 15 about two prisoners who are rel-
eased from jail so- they can.defend 2
village from mobsters anu the like.
RATING: 3

THE MAN CALLED TIGER
with. Jimmy Wang Yu and Okada Kawai
A martial arts expert called Chin Fu

| who tries to Infiltrate the Japanese
i gang'responsible for Chin Ka Chang's J

* (his father) death.

This is a slightly above-average

qungfu movie. On the whole, 1t 1S just
. as good (or bad, depending on your react-

fon to gungfu films in general) as most.
other motion pictures of its type.
The photography, editing, voice dubb-

" ing and musical score are all quite good

Unfortunately, the lead hero isn't all

*" that appealing. His face remains expre-
. "1 ssionless throughout the film, and he 15
*, rather stupid-looking. On the wnole he

is just plain boring.

Last, and certainly not least, the
gungfu chorgography. The fightscenes ;
are well paced, and the hero fights with B

utterly incredibie speed. i
RATING. 6 1/2 it
: = 5 i
! BRUCE LEE, WE MISS YOU L

 kon Cheung, Starring: Ho Chung Tao, Chen
Pei Ling, Ou Yang Chung, Lung Fet, San Mou, |
| Qu Yang Hui

1 who 15 al3o a Bruce Lee fan. On the day of

to discover why . Sruce Les-died

Producer. LiuHsiaoLing, Director: Lee

Bruce L1 plays amartial art mstm:;or

Lea's death, he becomes uput and ;-'ets out

5 i

R

Ths movie's qualities (acting, voice dubb-
tng, etc. ) are all okay. The only espectally ;
geed e-!err.en{s in this motion picture are, of
course, the fight scenes.:The beginning of
the flick has very little action, so 1t's dull.

But the second half of the flick is very exc-
1ting The fight scenes are plentiful and long




! DREADNAUGHT
Directed by Yuen.Kuat, starring Liang ChiaJen,
Yuen Bato, Kwan Tak Hing & Lily L1, produced
: by Golden Harvest . i
Aside from some dazzling liondance scenes,
this has got to be.not: only: one of: the worst
martial arts movies i my: collection, but one:
(of the worst movies, period!: Like | sald, a
§- couple: of -well-choreographed: liondances add:
_entertainment to an otherwise useless movie.
/.. The plot:is a real mess which would seem to
be about an insane crimtnal upset over the death
. of his wife; killed by, bounty hunters. Somehow,
: 2 necklace:figured prominently in her' death
scene.; | assume;: that either she or: one of her

killers was wearing it at the time of her defeat.

But somehow; somewhere,. Yuen Baio gets the
pecklace.. Heiends up as being atarget for the
dler, who octasionally stalks him, while wear-
IM9 Peking Opera makeup onihis face to conceal
f Ms tdentityissi o
Other actors include Liang ChiaJen and Kwan

k Tak Hing:" Liang ChiaJen's fim' credits include |
his playing the Manchu's top axeman in the class-

L ic FIVE MASTERS, OF DEATH,! the main hero in
THUNDERING;MANTIS & CANTONEN IRON KUNG FU,
an old man in THE MIRACLE FIGHTERS, and a bumb
1ing nomad in | ENCOUNTER' WITH THE : VAMPIRE.

: CREADNAUGHT 1s the:only movie I've seen him in
as yet where he hasn't a beard, With the except-

' 1on of ENCOUNTER:WITH THE VAMPIRE, all those

i movies blow;away this plece of: garbage. Kwan
Tak Hing once again plays Huang Fel Hong (1847-
1924), areal person who was a son; of one of
the: legendary Ten Tigers of Kwangtung (see the
classic 1979 movie’ of the: same name). Huang
Fet Hong 1s the charactenithat actor, Kwan Tak

[Hing 15 now. most; commonly: associated  with,
having played the folk hero. in numerous movies

Ein the 1950s. . Inmore retent years, the now

j elderly. Kwan Tak Hing has made memorable
‘guest appearances in modern gungfu f1ims like:
MAGNIFICENT BUTCHER,  ACES GO PLACES 1V,
MAGNIFICENT. KICK, and unfortunately, DREADN-
AUGHT.I:
+—DREAONAUGHT was made In 1982 and was
Fjone of the 135t so~called-“kungfu movies.”

Current Chinese martial arts films take place

E in modern times and are called "action movies.”
t mourn the loss of 1970s gungfu films. But
viewing. this. chaotic. mess (DREADNAUGHT)
makes me glad that mast Chinese companies
have given up onthe genre. If they can't do it
right, don't do'it at all.

As L.try-invain to sit. through this boring

 plece of shit; | can't help but feel that there's
i nothing in the movie that {sn't mere filler,

featuring characters fooling around in silly,
senseless scenes which seem to have no imp-

. ortance to the story, what little it has. Final
complaint:’ Martfal arts. What little it has

i 1S neither good nor bad. Nearly ail the battles !
are incredibly shart, and usually consisting of |

.2 single punch or kick. As arating from 1 to
10, 1 would give it a 1, but the llondancing is

decent, so I'll be extra kind by giving it a 3.

Companions end up dead as a resull of 8

| THE MONKEY

Cirscted by Ha Mang Hus, Producar Run
Run Shaw, Slory. Eng Kang, rilm aditing
Chiang Hsing Loc, Sel Production. Chan
Chi Ruey, writer Chung Mung, Sound Rec-
orging: Wang Yung, Asst Direclor Ang
Yeng, Makeup: Fong Yu, mMusic. Ng Fo
Ling, Lynics: L1 Chun=Cu

CAST
Yueh Hue a5 'wu Kung, Ho Fan as Hsuang
Chuang, Pan Pan as Pa Chiens/Pigsy, Tien
Shen as Sandy, Kao Pac Shu as Lhe Drag-
on Prince, ana Diana Chung Chung-wen as
whoaver Lhe hall she played

Shew Brolhers’ 1968 version of ‘Jour-
nel 10 Lthe Wesl staris off with
suparimposed words (not unfike those at
the beginning of STAR WARS) ralling upw-
ards, telling us in English how the priest
Hsuang Chuang (actuslly called Tripitaka
according to the book, bul Chinase can't
pronounce thal Indian nama) travelaed inlo
India during the Teng Dynasty to get the
Buddms! scrolls. From thers, we see Lha
story stariing where Hsusng Chusng
(Tripiteka) 15 aiready on mis way Lo the
wWesl, escorted by nelpars  All Mg

frask storm. Nexi up, he lona prigst
discovers (he Imprisonsd monkey wu
Kung who'd besn puried by Buddhs SO0
years agu. Hsuan Chuang/Tripitake
relesses (he magical sael (apiece of
paper not unlike 8 guonsi § talismen) of
Buddhs, so the Stone Fonkey esCapes.
As the grateful epe accompanias tha
priest on ms pilgnmage lo indva, Lhey
ancounler a dragen men called Tmrd
Prince wha, l1ke many olher evil demons,
wants Lo eat Hsuen Chusng's (lash for
the seke of imortsiity. But even when
the guy lurns inlo M true @normous
dragon form, he's no match for the

Honkay

¥Ing and his iron cuggel. This dregen
tooks fetre 11ke & prenistons dincsaur
than & Lradilional Chinese dragon, and 1§
onw of tre films Fighlignts. This mecn-
anical marvel was abviously 1nspired by
Japsnesa giants like Godzilla ana/or
uUltramsn s enamias. anyway, Lo repenl
for ms sins, Lhe Third Prince 15 forced
by the Goddess Kuan Yin to lurm inlo
8 horse and to assisl our herces on
Lhair periious journay  wu Kung must
also be cisciplined, sinca he s too bad
tampared Lo get along with tha priest
The Heavenly Goddess givas tha Slona
Monkey a golgen ring which he's 1o wear
around hs head. Nol knowing wnatl it's
for, wWu kung entheusisstically puts 11
on his head and ltkes 11 at Nirst. Bul
then Kuan Yin gives Lhe priesi e small
Jade sculplure wilh & caligraphy 1nscrptl-
ion carved inlo 1L whan Lhese symoolg
read outloud, Wu Kung recieves a poweri-
ully intense heaaache which will neip
to disciplime nhim, should he benave

" naughty Meanwhila, Pe Chieh ("Pigsy” In

tha English subtities) is intent on marmy-
ing an unwiiling leay played by Diane
Chang Chung-wen To relieve the unfort-
junate gir] of his horror (11 having sex
wilh an obese pig 1s not horror, | don't
know whal 158}, Honkay intervanes by
impersonaling har what gtlaris of! s
mers Loying aroufd DECOMes a duel balw-
ean P1gsy/Fe Chiah and ronkay/ wu Kung
‘Whenever Pigsy hils Monkay wilth mg
roke, sparks come out. Bul the indestruc-
table Monkey wins and Pigsy agrees 1o
join them on Lheir journéy. The thrd and
final adventure desle with Lhe introduct-
ioh of tha canaibal from Lha Senay Pivar
He Loo ts called "Sandy” &nd 15 Lhe lesder
of an underwaler fortress. They manage
10 captlure the priest and Lake him under-
water Lo the kingdom Bul Pigsy snd
the Monkey King erent far behind. Just
as Sanoy and his aguelic minions are ab-
out 1o prepare & fiesl, our iwo heroes
srmive. As Lhe Lwo of tham oattla it oul
wilh their foes, Sandy grabs the priest's
unconscious body and carrias him ewey
After Sendy and the prniesi reach lhe
surface of the waler and Lravel on lend
with P1gsy & Monkay 1n hot pursuil. the
Godoess Brmives once more snd confronts
Sandy. Fearing the wrath of Lhe gods,
Sandy beggs forgivenass and offers s
sssistance 1o Tripitaka, tha Slona Monkay
snd Pigsy on Lheir voyage Lo India.

Tha baginning and anding of THE HOMKEY
(MOMNKEY on tha trailer, MONKEY GOES TO
THE WEST on Lhe video rantal Dox) sesm
Tike two completaly diffsrent f1ims. The
beqinning shots 1n Lhe Demon King's cove
where Lha Third Prince (dragon men) armives
Lo challenge them (Lhey fight over who gels
10 eal e priast) seems more or lass 11ke &
Lragitionsl Chinese period 11m of the 1960s,
featuring addaquate swordfighting with ev-
en soma bloodshed Tha actor who pleys the
Third Princa even played a viliain in Jimmy
wang Yu's THE ONEARMED SWORDSMAN (1966)
Tha ending scenas \n Lhit chaep unosrwatler
kingdom remind me of Viatnam's TAY DU K|
The set 15 tolarable at best, and the super-
imposed matla background of f1ghtank-s12ed
figh meant o ook big Just looks stupid.
worst of all ara the costumes wmch reflect
tha thestrical look of the originel primitive
operas Lhat inspired the movia. The mock-
turtia (reminiscent of the one in Lhe British

ICE'S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND moviae)
looks espacially artificial; nice shell, but
tha actor lacks any sort of Lurtle mask! Now ™
you know what | mean by “artificial.” Alw,
nobody 1n this so-called underwaler kingd-/
om swims, they welk on the ocean floor,
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ond Lthers ars no bubbles anywhere Bul this
1s fantasy, not science fiction, so 1L is
pointless for me Lo be scientifically scour-
als, sInce that's whal fantasy is Lraditionally
maanl Lo be an &scape Trom

THE HONKEY 15 an interesting film in thet
il represents the Chinese film indudiry's
evolving ou t of their aold lendency toward
ballad-11lled musicals. Although THE MOMNKEY
has anough songs Lo clessify 11 as & musical,
1y also gol enough decent sels & acling Lo
put it sbove a1l those fiimed stageshows and
operss. Yush Hua, who plays Monkey Is perh-
aps best known for his role in the 1964
musical COHE DRINK WITH HE. |1 would seem
Lthat ha was the Shaws tlop coslume dreme
glor before real martial artisis like Lo Lieh
and Jimmy wWang Yu came along. Yueh Hus alw-
ayf Inirigues me, though his martial arls
skills look fakea. Dtiher movies Lo his credit
include SEVEN BLOWS OF THE DRAGON (1972)
‘snd MONKEY KUNG FU (1970). For THE MONKEY,
Yugh Hua's fencing consiels of Nittie more
Lhan weving & staff arpund. Yel he doas it
effactivaly, partially due Lo the slowad dowh
photography or aditing which gives the illus-
lon of his fighling at & supar high speed. The
characier does occeasaional flips that | Lend to
think wes done by & stuniman, since we ngver

# nimsell into several replicas of himsell, res-
fi uiting in & whole army of Stone Monkeys
Laking on the oceanic damans.

B8 ucac in THE MONKEY KING ook 1s Pigsy's

2 bul | think & musicel should heve good sound
i quality This it i sadly lacking There seems

& 4 |
[ do see his face ot the time of tha Thip Desp-
- 1te the foneynest of Lthe chimectic Gettle, 1t s

ill quite suspansalul, and wa can'l halp but
weur Monkey end Pigsy in their fignt. The
ond 116l aluo Involves Monkey rmultiplying

Included in THE HONKEY Lhel was not incl-

obsession with stiractive femala humens.
Asde from his thwarted atlempl al marriaga,
THE MONKEY also fastures a resr nudity shol
(which was no big deal Lo me, since |'ve alw-
ats been & Lit-man myself) as Pigsy pesks
a1 some ladies skinny-dipping in & pond

As | mentionad befors, THE MONKEY 15 @
musical. Nolhing wrong with that certeinly,

AR e S R I S R T 1 ¥

10 be Loo many scenes where the sound feal-

§ ures & flutering, rumbling noise. It sounds
4 l1ks there was some sorl of demeged wiring
% n thair misrephanes

All 1n all, THE HONKEY is my favorite 1060s
version of the legend, since the only other two
varsions of the 1960s | know of are mere car-
toons, unfortunately Also, lo the best of my
knowladge, tms 1% the only Shaw Brothers
varsion of "Journéy Lo Lhe West”™ made

END

any real aetan These.-_disapomung famals

. consist of mere; clownwmte all over. the :
face, but with darker: e;‘e shadow,on the -

. eyelids. The cnly spectal effects of any !
i+interest area couple scenes at' the begtnn-'
7ing, of ‘the twogyonsts jumping so high it ”

- could be classified as. 1 lying. Special eff- '-
- ects aren't all that's lacking. What's als0 |
not present is any fi ear or suspenee Occ-
asuanallv, SPIRIT.VS! "Z0MBI unsuccessfu!ly
attempts at m.mor with no. nteresting .
.characters or scenes, it's hard to en joy &
“suchafilm, jet'alone’ pay attention to it.

.. 1 would classify it.a s being worse than -
GON SZE YIMTAM, except for two scenes
of martial arts which alrnos; make SPIRIT
VS. ZOMBI- worth watcmng The ‘first
scene occurs during about the middle or
“the'fiim and takes:place o, a film set,
25 a f1lmerew (1S thatr own gyonsi | mov-
_ie. The shot th ilmmg 1ooks like one’

~ % of those classic! movies from Golden Harv=

“est or Kmko Films: it features anold style
nset, and'a Taoist " 5fng martial arts 1o
0 ‘The'movie that the crew.

' "is making loons.-much;better than the act-; -
ual f1lm SPIRIT VS ZOMBI. The other good
"'scene s at the. f:!ms end,; and 'is 2 duel '

showing the onlv other‘_gungfu in the ‘mov-"

;'. ‘{e: This battle s very much Chinese opera

1nsp1red and features: agoofy hero- using
- magicpowers to change his form as'he
battles his opponent.-Among other charac-, |
. ters,the hero even becomes the r‘onkey S

ng nrze_ny

: ~-SPIRITS V5. ZO13!

\'ou Know 1 really just can't figure out
the various Chinese film companies that .

' keep’ cranung out this trash. “The nearest ::
thmg I:can‘guess is that they are actually 1
tryingto see-who-can create the worst

/gyonsi movie imaginable. It seems that

ly the ones created by Boho Films (ENC- i

TZU WONG, etc ) are worsh watcmng

JAS for the award of the worst hoppmg

with! GON SZE YIMTAM, but with MAGIC
Ursuit.iSince all new gyon- -9 'i._.

s




ast, I think I've finally f igured lt an

8 Remember last issue when 1 claimed’
at HELLO' DRACULAR 15 either a sequel or
nuel 1o RAI RAI KIYONSHIZU? Or how ab~

when | called RAI RAI KIYONSHIZU 3 "Debu”" (in‘ Japanese 'version) is an army

Rinese TV show?! Well, that was all just’
Bunch of bullshit. Now at last, the truth «
g known, | hope.
When Golden Harvest and Boho Fllms
ated the MR. VAMPIRE films, their: di

' utor Paragon Films decided extra mcme
:0uld be made if a more juvenile series of

81 movies was - produced. Paragcnff..f-

s
VIS

$ hired the obscuré (but highly effic- |
) "Kinko Films  to-create itheatrical,

ture-length films which borrowed neav-

from the MR. VAHI)IRE mov:es Kinkos b

nsl movies: are ‘more youth orIented"‘
| have twice as ‘much spec;al effects -
: ,' martial arts’ as their predecessers .
“from Golden Harvest. At ;h:s time [ know
hree of Kinko's gyonsi mowes HELLO!.

ULAR, HAL:TZU WONG, and 2 tmrd that. |

n't know the Chinese titie of,! ‘Like r‘IR
IAMPIRE, ali ;.nree of tnese elaburate ktdd-
ilms were emmense su-..cesses in Cmna

I

: vulga v, tastelessness & naiveness,

naracters in. s;ory 2 are a

nd his| grandchilaren. i-ns

80 Ar a'younggl calied Ten
t-Kid called: Chi Kua Pl'\

IEn
i 5aika" ln the:dapanese dub),.a little boy
e

1‘1§df‘;l. ttJE Black: who always wears a
‘ %nd two ! older .boys in their

hes,e two young adults are feat-

{fi this f1im, and seem merely
added:for their fighting & acrocatic skiils.
They do practically no acting, have very
mtle diarogue and merely sink into the
background for any-scenes that don't requ-
Areithem to ﬁgnt Another heroic character
152 kiq corpse ‘called “Baby Kyonshi* in

; pan .eversion This undead little

tike 'was cqnsidered so cute by the oriental

audiences that he was'guaranteed promin-
‘ent. roles: in the two. proceeding movies.

squad, leader who appears not only in this
‘movie, but in RAI RAI KIYONSHIZU as well.
__Naturally, no gyonsi movie would be comp-
,te without an obligatory Taoist corpse
ariver. 'Ims one also appears in RAI RAl
KlYGNSHIZU The three other main charact=

L ers 2 are Americans who have never returned

in anv other remake to date.

+ASs 2 childish kiddie film, it has got its
share of stupidity. Things | hated included :
the ballad where Ten Ten sings about ducks

: xplicit bathroorn humor  which combines
use
! cial anirnal blood for taoist spells,
andaL;x;y scene. tand there are a lot of. them): |
featur g'the'hideous Chi Kua Pih (Saiko)
cnaracter
However HELLOi DRACULAR is not with-

L The action & FX both combine well ta
climactic battle as soldiers figh '
the rampaging gyonsis away fro

-But flash is not the. only-positiv

-._':gnd the gyOnsis dance (the song is diff erent .
1in the Japanese version, but equally as irr- o
1tating as the original stupid Chinese song),

H

i
L




** combine their: own religious weapons: (l.e.

' Christian crucufix & holy water, and _the

3oist's talismans: and doll-hke Clown~—

gypn_sls around h{m ga
magnet_The "Baby Kyan

ndmmean hop. am’ock) And if- that snot=
ad enough; the. Bahy Kyonsm also revives *

_s,oeing transnorted by
(the five kids mentionec;-

g _or Iess Involves nuMerous confrontatlms i
aﬁﬂand suhplots such” as Ten Ten s.briefiy
/4 being kidnapped by.the master) with the -
aster and- the ather- gyonsis:released -

ﬁ arlier=

grandfather using his magtcto tum Lmle
ack wo.t

Japanese tItle

2 KIYONSH!ZU
Unlike the previous REl GEN DOSHI and:
&upcomlng YUUGEN DOUSHE: i've a&yet

e
version-of RAL RALKIYONSHIZU_I assu'nsr

that RAT RA! KIYONSHIZU tame after REL &

GEN uosm “since: the RAI RAL mvoxsmzm

~and Kuhun KUhun Shen (another maifonned

“name which comes from trying to transl--
ate a Chinese name into Japanese,  then:
from Japanese into Englisht) are dandy
martial arts actors. Lacking are all the

“plentiful stunts & falls involving treak-

‘away. furniture that were scattered
.throughout the predecesser. And since
the two gymnast teens from #1 are not

" present, RAI'RAI KIYONSHIZU isr't quite
_..35 acrobatzc as the previous ad'UEﬁ wre. -

special effects are even-betier. in

ce the- outlandish scrtpt aliows

mouuh noi' did anv such gesture to jusufy
ahy verbal sound.. Another thing which

“setst this one aside from the film it rem-

e

=it] 1“‘{ rthl

s _.f..
"‘5.‘

ij z i e =S e

“1 akesis the excesswe use of overdnne_ it

_ rituals. Of course,

_.r-'errr" =‘

- characters performing:

RAIl KIYONSHIZU has:got;

_ thanany one other singlaifactor:Jba i
rituals usua!!y-involve-___re-:chan 5§ ur‘p*- .!

ing around;0 cer

=" E effects (whicti abound

© RAT KIYONSHIZUY. The
~good to terrible; Fortun:
NO:ballads. !n the’ Japane

enseful background muslq Is effective
and | enjoyed some of the- uppitty tune;

used during the fights, even though it

- off musical stylerfrom Toei's::-

SHODENSHI BIOMAN (1984) superhero pro=

gram. But one song in RA; RAI_K&YO&._;H-_-:

12U mimmicks the funky music:of that:

American GHOSTBUSTERS (“Who ya Gon

- Call?’) movie, a type of. sung I: despize=
This prouction features the retarnofs™

that cut little gm Tén Ten (Ryu Shi

i

(T1 Dan Zon)f also retur
Japanese dub as ’ronbu

een tne ages 25-35. probably,. and- r__e
dresses in traditional medieva: unifor;




not unlike something you'd expect to se2
in a period film (ak.a. costume drama)
like KID WITH THE GOLDEN ARMS or AV-

‘ENGING EAGLE. Returning for-nis second
fim lsanother character; it's Debuy, the

biing army leader: : Baby Kyonshi-
(Hon k uan) also returns, -and two new
demons 2ppear. there's abarre!-boy. (a3
tyge o'—c:own;ho:t} called Fi Fi (An AR,

- aeseiangut witaed o3t Cau i s
Japanese:ward for bat; which fits the
villain well) | don't know-the name 0
the quy. ‘who played Coumori, but | Know: |

“he playe&atharacter in-THE: RACLE,_

vy UL GE,.N_?DOUS e
From what | had gathered f foi'n‘photos.
. tms_' hirdentree would have had to be the. .
estinKinka's trilogy. Until T eventually == -
“rented. the flick itself from a local Cmnese
‘videostorrt had expected HAI TZU WONG -
L to ‘most colorful, psychadelick and.- -
_ netnree And indeed, upon View=--
therwlse disapalntlng romp, my ;
e treated to a fancy:sequence tak="
" ing place in"a tave.: The- scene featured -
colar bstumes, psychadelick effects, &
‘an enjoyable battle. Sadly;:the rest of HAL-
7U.WONG was so stupid and boring it made :
I Nt to cry;~ But don't-get me wrong, -
{ALTZU WONG can still be-copsidered good
'hen mpared=to infertor- gyonsi.works.

¥=

AMPIRE, and. GON SZE YIMTAM==
However; HAI TZU WONG doesn’t: stand up to:
tWO predecessers* -The: main :

n the olher two

_ there
RAI KWONSHIZU “The character of Ten Ten .

. as apretty young woman of approximately -

; seventeen years old. The new. actress play-

i ing-Ten Ten this time is: L1n ‘wen Tin, “who.
V wJuly 17, 1967.% The attractive

“Some videc appearances. and"’aper
- pert omancns—-But ta the best of. my know;
- Jedge, has never appeared in a gyonst. flick:
| before;-She's got the spotlight in HALTZU

Sne 15 a sk llfun

ly araund hae character

Aharned'demon emerges. from Underg -

~heroic Taoist from the previous. film Tien - f
= Wern (again played by Kuhun Kuhun:Shen)i:

- same old wiseman from the first two mov- Mern has become a mental case, and a bum.’

. _ed Corpses ("Full Metal Kyonsht" in Japanese' tne help of Baby Kyonshi and some more _

/AMPIRE 2, MAGIC:STORY; ENCOUN-=+

Huch of the cast is the same: as in RA!

isionce aga: ain this remake, only.this time -
acted_before m“mn action - °

; WONG,:gince the whole story revolves most=

€quaily. magical gramdtatner go on a pilgrim-
‘age to destroy the demon, and to rctrleve
- theKidnapped, missquided "Golden Shield -
. Reanimated Corpses.” These Manchurian
. gyonsis are used In robberies: by the two
- thieves. Scmewnerealang the way, Ten  Ten
her grandfather adopt: f]v& orphans - who
were forced to performiin an acrobaticop- 3
ra for little or no moneyr The kids thi
Ime still retain their gungfu but unllke the.
irst two movies have no Lnowledgc of Tao=.
‘st magic.. This group of Kids features the:
return of Chibikuro (“Darkie,” in the Englfsh 5 |
subtitles.of the Chtnesﬂersmn},,,_me ret--:-
“urn of Tonbo (alfas:"Dragonfly” thisitime
-and three new kiddles: a new boy called’An‘+: {
- _..An, anew girl called JuaniJuan,-and a small,
-very young girl- called MM Anyway.rall Kl
_these kiddies had been exploited by a greedy- Qg
*scoundrel called Chu Ge Liang; before: our -
“two heroes adopted them:*All seven charac- - |
4 “ters end up cornering the two tmevea and-
Xtheir gyonsi warriors at a hotel/rest«arant

roundandwreaks -havoc upon China=-The

_attempts to perform an anti-demon ritualy”
- but the uninvited demon himself invades:

After a decent battle, both villains and the
- Tien Wern's household. Tien Wern is imme- stolen imperial gyonsis are subdued. Then . |
~ diatley defeated and possessed by the dr—:rnm‘.-ra,nl Ten's long lost father Tien Wern wand- |
The demn kills our conquered her0's wife org into town, still possessed by that
Chin Lian who s pregnant. Her father is the satanic viking after all these years. Tlen' i

ies, who's.in charge this time of a group. of |he dies n the film's anti-climactic battle, f
 dead soldiers called Golden Shield Reanimat= 3¢ the q00d guys wipe out the demon with .«

dub) that eventually gets stolen by a couple = tstiff llmbed clownghost.s
~of conmen skilled in magical. Taoism. - As for=

the deceased Chin Lian, her father Uses mag=
{c to allow her unborn daughter to come-to-:
, life, ina magical birth. " The daugnter 15 5
named Ten Ten, and she. grows up.to. bea mas*f. '

i
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CLOSE ENCOUNTER OF THEVAMPIRE.
Exécutive Producers: Tsut Sun Liang & shan |
.Che Wu, Producer. Chou Ling Kong, Coproducer.
_Yuen Wo Ping, Production Supervisor: Wu Moun
Liang, Martial Arts Director: Yuen's Cian, Prod- j
- uctlon Designer.. Brandy Yuen, Director: Yuen 4

Wo Ping

Kinko's trilogy has its first rlp—-eff which
s kind of silly, considering that Kinko's tritogy :
“{tself 15 aripoff of.the MR VAMPIRE classics. © |
'CLOSE ENCOUNTER OF THE VAMPIRE can not com=» |
* pare with either. film series. CLOSE ENCOUNTER ~
OF THE VAMPIRE 15 not a terrible movie, justa .
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Ibad one,; Nothing is done: weu some.of the act= |
ors are‘decent fighters but they never get into
By good duels, the attempts™ at comedy: rival
ithe worst.of PEEWEE'S PLAYHOUSE, and the big-
gest flaw: In the;flick 15 1ts lighting; or lack of -
t.Nearly:the whole fiim takes place atnight,
ana” theys weres trylng to capture: authentic

incrediblyidark that it's nearly“impossiblesto
tell what'sigoing oni. The me, this'comes aff as
2 complete: waste: of: celluloid. 'CLOSE ENCOUNT-
ER OF! THEVAHD[RE ‘Tooks 1ikerreject footage
! mcn should nave ended,up on the Cmtlng roont
loor i i -
rmu:ﬂconfess;’:tnere are pernans two o
fthree mce FXiscenes; but’ they: were- nearly
ruined ESL tne dark photography:Off the top: of
Iy headll recollect a decent 160kIng: makeup
0b on tha motionless picture's gyonsi;a melt
away, face,andacl limactic shot.of-the 'gyonsi
,pjoqu when hit by a thunderbol?.
...anq 'Chia Jen plays the main hero) i the
fis heyday was in the 19703, the age
3t the gunr‘f films. Mtr. that genreiin hyben-.
nat fon; ‘gungfu actors ke the 42 year old (4%
rer he made; thrs, film) Canton born: Liang
hiauen often get stuck in movies; like this.
he anly: rhartial arts hedoes 1in CLOSE"ENC-
- bh"‘ER’OF THE: VAMPIRE 15 2 single: back
Beruck 18,115t 10, rhe face of an eganst!cal Wiz=

- G

Dlo S the \nl age of Hur.an wanling,

cursed. corpﬂes which don't rot'must be excor-

s::EG by a-Taoist once every fifty years or the
T M

-

daver. will ressurect as.a gyonst
onsible=Taoist, Fortunately, @l traveling..
Taoist’ called Ku-Su (Liang Chia Jen) has wand-
red:into town. Ku-Suhas frequent encounters
ith the gyonsi, but no villagers: believe:him,
and even consider him a nuisance..Meanwhile,
a group of little kids (who's master:15 a teach-
er of some acrobatic opera) has: made;a-new
friend; who 1s (you guessed. it :a-corpse: kid.
This corpse kid is't a traditional hoppe

-+ not in this unique pjcturets: | have seen this

}
i
i

- —tentipedes: ﬁhwﬂmﬁatswatwavs orthe

Ehat sjust what happens;thanks: to-an-irresp— .

F ired in Manchu umf or. His attire’ 15 basically:

ragged Chinese peasant- clothes: of: the‘ early -
< poison:from:Ha Fei's=deadly centipedes;

1900s (the setting of the story). He does not

- actually hop; -just sort of®stumbles: He 1s
“dubbed in an- irritatingly high' pitched: voice =
£ that does not fit the character at-all: Gettings
: back to the story, the villainous: gyonst: getss

Inignttime atmospherezby making everything so- ' defeated after the nomad Ku~Su teams up with- ‘

: Ting Mae battle and-defeat- Ha Fe1,:using ;

Lhis. own "z ;

Thim -

the concieted Taoist

w:c;:m WIFE: : '
Supervi:or Sl.eu Chyang, Producer: Lu Kung ..
Sen, Assistant Producer:: Pan Chen Dau,
Screenplay:Lin Hun Run & King Mine, Phot-,
ography: L1 Shyh Tye Lighting: Shive Tong,
Valt Production:. Jang Yu Po, Dress: Chen
Shew-Wha, & Stage: Proportions: Yeh Ching |
Yaw, Recording: Kaa Fu Kuo, Fighting Skill |
Director. Koun Horng, Director. King Ming,
starring. e L s, = Liang Shew Sun, Wong
Shav, Ku Jan, Koun Porng

(3

W1erd! Tnat 5 Lms mowe In most horr=
or films, - you: cam telf what:.is. going to -
happen through out the f1ick; you can tmme~
diately spot who the hera is, who'll die, and.

- what will happen from scene to scene. But

unnusual, upredictzble tnm twice, and both
times t-was intrigued:.

.. Things to watch for in this strange prud—
uction: inciude: Oyerdone'whipping scenes.:
which go on forever, a couple of faggs, a.

4= aballag, an actress who actually.has reai
¢ llve:centipedes: falling out:.of her mouth:s
just for the sake. 3f fﬂmmq, long qungfu
t1gnts fagain umi..mg whips) in what's not
even amartial arts movie,;and a silly rest-
© aurant sequence lnvolvmg qoofy " drunk
characters. Their speach patterns and gest-
uress are-very: Much inspired by: Chinese
opera traditions - It ends up naive & point-
}e35 when qubbac into English. While I'm
on the-subject af: English dubbingz: I miust’
say, -t'm glad: W'CKED WIFE has an English
squndtrack instead of the:usual. subtities -
whichrare 0 hafd to read Canyou imagine
trying to followa wierd and complex plot
like this Dy means of bad subtities?

WICKED WIFE has got a complicated

plot'which 15 hard to follow. It seems 10 In-
volve arighteous servant calted Ching Hu
trying to investigate a sertes of killings;
some caused by a tiger, others by magical _

" search for his fiance, whom he was separ-

. ated: fromr as-a childz (thelr proposed. .
marriage was:arranged by:theirparents):
His only clue: as to whozhis mysterious
fiance is {1es intwo jade pendants= he's "

* gotone, she hasthe other:-His secret
bride turns out tobe the 'girl Ting Mae,.
whom'he's” the servant: ofi; Her corrupt

~ husband Ha Fet hadt kidnappedsher: as.a.
child and forced her to maery:him against
her will: So she sets aboutzsicking:her-= -
pet ttger on HaFer's henchmem killing'

.......

SR s

- them all 50 she’can steal their magic

water.. The water:15 useful in curing:the

which would otherwise turnrthetr victims::
into zombies: Another:-characater1s Ting.
Mae's sister Ching Hong; wha 1S a martial-

artist that runs aisleazy restaurant: WICK- .
ED WIFE ends when Ching Hu, Chin Hong: & 14

omblfyingicentipeces” against. :

Craatea by Rassans! Films. Progucar
La wa

MEW TILGRIMS TO THE WEST {s one of
my two favorile feature-iength, thestr-
ical Monkay movias. Tha monkay's staff
swinging 15 wall choreographed and the
specie) effacls ars fantastic MNEW TILG-
GRIMS was created sometimain Lhe
1970%, probably shortly after STAR
WARS, sincae somae of tha phatagraphy
and special effecls are 50 similar to
that of the overrated Amencan blockb-
uster, Speciel effects Lechnology ot that
time was improving in China rapidiy
TILGRIMS indicates the 1morovements 1n
China's f1lm industry since 1968 when
ine comperatively blond THE MONKEY was
f1imad

Tha choreography of Lha weapons duels
15 not absolutely outstanding, bul is agqual
Lo that of many martisl arts costume dram-
as maoe ol sboul the same time. | dont
know i tha actor who played Honkey did
n1s own martial arts & stunts, and | don't
really evan know who Lha sctor 18 (Lhe ent-
ira cast lacks any familier facag) With
all thegs tricky camara shots (1.e. shats of
%104 views, or characiers moving around
Loo quickly to get facial glimpses), It 1s
impossible 1o tall 11 115 & stuntman und-
#r the Monkey atlire. The stunts are
vary simpla, although 11 Lakes an expen-
anced gymnast 10 do that dack flip off of
Lha 1able during & chimactic fight. Gett-
ing back 1o Monkey s untform, | think the
makaeup was more e1Tactiva in THE MONK-
EY, sInCe there was mors of 1L Sun wWu
Kung's makeup in TILBRIMS 18 rather




lacking, S0 tha average person would
nivar guass that this person was masnt
10 lock 11ka & monkey Of all the char-
acters, Pigsy looks the bast, but much
giffarent than the entirely hairless
Pigsy in THE MONKEY. This Pigsy 18

' more reminiscent Lo Lha one tn TAY DU
K1, bul more human-1ike.

The very baginning of this spactacular
non-musical etaris off wilh whal looks
\:r[ike meteors f1ying around in outerspace,

hege spacial effects are wonderful. | ags-
ume thal Lhis inlroductory sequence 15
meeant to briefly describe the crastion of
the Stone Monkay, called Monkey Sun and

Sun Wu Kon by the English subtitles ! gath-

er that thase mateors (as | call Lham) each
represent anolher element (Earth, water,
wind, fire, alc.) , oli of which figure prom-
wnently in the creation and fertilization of
T the Stone Egg After this, all of the ongin-
¢l novel's details regarding Honkey's Mse
to tha lop (learning transformations ang
clawd flying, eating all of Heeven's magic
paschas, eic) are skipped, just like in
Shaw's THE MONKEY (1968), After the out-
Qrapace seqUence, we now gee Monkey Sun
in Heaven preparing to battle the Heevenly
soldiers. He's already made his mischief
known, heving eaten all of Heaven's imm-
orlality -peaches rezerved for o special
peach benquat, stolen a drink called "elixy-
or” (ol leest | think Lhat is how the novel
gpelled 1t) end been generally disrespect(-
ul. The angelic warmors materialize and
in an outstending duel Tull of mervelous
spacial effects (i.e. superimpositions Tor
lazer-like projectiles) with Monkey Sun
emerging ag viclor despita overweliming
odds ageinst him. Since Lhe rempeging
Honkey seems unstoppeble, the tupreme
Buddhe nimself arrives lo ‘seve the dey.
Buddhe wagers that Monkey Sun cen not
fly outl of the enormous hand of Buddhe

I Monkey Sun can leave the palm of Budd-
he, the retalious simen will be swsarded
the stalus of a Buddhs himsell However,
if HMorkey Sun ‘fails 1o leave Buddha's
hond, hé must poy for the demeya he has
coused. His payment will be 1n punnish-
ment; he will be burred in & cave for
slernity, or until he changes mis evil
woys, which ever comes secong. Tmnk-
ing thi% Lo be on aeky lask, Momkey Sun
flies onto Buddha's outreached hend The
cocky monkey then successiully fl1es off
af 1ha hand, 40 ha Lhinks  For an encora,
ne flies on his hitle clowd long and far
unti] ha reachas what ha thinks to be Lthe
four piilars al the end of the Earth. He
steps off his perked clowd and writes his
{itle, "Great Sage, Equal Lo Hasvan™ Afl-
er pissing on anolnher, he gels on mis
1itlle clowd and T1ies all the way back to
Bugdna. Then Buddna shows Monkey the
nand ne thoughl ne'd escaped from. And
ngnt there, on one of Budana's fingers
was Lhe grafiti thal Monkey Sun had writt-
en earlier. This reveals thet Monkay was

" tricked He had never successiully left

Buddna's hand. His punmshment was to be
buried underground. And 1L 18 Lhen Lhet
we finally gee the opening credits and the
Litle NEW TILGRIMS TO THE WEST Tilg-
rim” i< obviousiy a mgspaiing of "Pligrim.’
from there, the slory starts off just Nke
in 1968's THE MONKEY, fasturing Lhe priest
enroute to India wilh severai followers
who are again killed as o result of exi-
remely bad weslher conditions This
time, Tripitaks is called Sun Tsung and he
musl now conlinug his journay Lo Indle
alone. Bul the slorm has severly weak-
enéd Tripitaks, who faints. He's revived
ond re-enegergized by a goddess | assume
10 De Kusn Yin, scCOrding 1o Lhe book  Kuen
Yin informs Sun Tsung (Tripiteka) thet he
1s Lo release Buddna's sesl from Lhe ground
B |

I
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'JNutufa'Hg, the vengeful mon;:ey turms on

wriera Honkay Sun hes been burried for
five hundred years She gives Tripitaka
the uniform that the Monkey Kingls Lo
waor as wall s Lhe gold Nng which whnan
tne monkey places it on his head, ha gets
asciphined in & peinful manner with
these gifts from Kusn Yin, Sun Tsung
1eels confident in releasing the undisc-

iplined monkey from his lomb  And the
hsciplining 15 necessary sccording 10 Sun

Tsung/Tripitaka, who |5 sppsulen Lo see
the slone monkey marcilessiy k1ll a gang
of thieves who had swrounded them. Monk-
@y Sun than gats trritated st Sun Teung's
sxcessive nobleness and atlempls to fly
eway on his vehiculer clowd Bul the
harsh priest assumaes o lolus position ang
prays, mentally reciting the memorized
incantations cerved on a plaque given 10
nim sarhier by the goddess. After Monkey
Sun's severs headpain siops, he sttempts
1o remove the golden headband he sa fool-
ishly agresd Lo pul on, but 1t won't budgs,

his strict megter, allempting to oblitor-
ate him with ms cugdel (staff). Bul it's
of no use, gince Sun Tsung just concent-
rates with his eyes closed agein, and
Monkey Sun's pain-inflicting ring doas
itz thing. Monkay Sun agrees o obay
Lha priest unconditionally. The two beg-
in their journey and arriva at & household
hsunted by & pig demon called Pigsy who
was originally a0’ engal up in Heavan,
bul bennished Lo Earthes e pig Pigsy
has his eyes on & girl who lives in that
house that Pigsy wanis to memry (he
wants Lo marry the girl, not the house).
The Tamily is in faer of the pig. Monkey
Sun chenges Ris sppesrance Lo that of
the feerful fuance and sets about Leasing
Pigsy Whar flgsg reslizes ha's baen
had, o spectaculer dusl occurs batween
the two animals as Pigsy's rake clashes
with Honkey Sun's cudgel Pigsy suffers
defesl and disapears. The naxt day,(
Pigey reappers to bag forgivaness from
Sun Teung & Menkey Knowing that tha

" iwo are on & migsion from Hesven, Pigsy

knows thae priest cen pul 1n & good word
for him in Heaven, poasibly gaining Pigsy
re-acceplance. The trio set off on their
journey and befora long encounter ihe
conmbal from underwoler called Sendy.
Sandy comes off as a stlly clown thig
time, ha doesn't (ake hig dual wilh Monkey
seriously. Ha aevan resoriz to goofy
dshce movements dumng their battle
when 11 becomes clear Lo nim that Lhe
rmonkey 19 guarding Lthe vanerable Sun

Tsung, he beggs forgivensss and proves ms
obediant loyalty by using his magic Lo part

-the waler of his leke so Lhatl Lhay can gel
across il. But tms massive procedura
triggers the awareness of some hungry
demons who know Lhat asling Sun Tsung's
flash will causa immariality Using e
magic gourd { an oldfaghionad, organic
type of canting) thal Sucks up whoaver's
name 15 callea out Youd the gruezome
demons capture Sandy, Pigsy and Sun
Tsung Monkey Sun realizas thet it will
be nerd Lo conquer Lhesa yilleins so long
ss they have this incredible gourd so by

! maeans of transformation and other deciet,

he tricks a foolish demon 1nto trading so
that now Honkey Sun nas the gourg From
thara, thare ¢ & seang whara Hankay g
impersonales a female oemon angd @vent-
uslly regtues Mg follow trevolers Newt
up 1% the Erd and 1'nel saventure in TILE-
RIS Heving defested all the demons,
our heroes sel upon Lhelr journey Lo Lhe
wasl Butl an old wiseman Informs them
of & nearly unstoppable forest fire that
cen oniy be ended by a magic fan now 1n
the possession of some stingy 1&airias, In
order Lo put out the massive fire, our
neroes atlempl Lo taka tha fan from Lhe
farrtes  This serves os on excuss for
martial aris=like duels, Super-imposed
FX, crazy antics such as chereclers imp-
ersonaling each other, and 8 sequence
involving HMonkey Sun intantionally gett-
ing 1nlo the & villaingss’s slomach where
he dances around, causing the avil fairy
much pain. Towearg the movies end, 11
seems Lhal as Lhe ballle Lakes plece in
1he ciowgs, nol even the combined forc-
es of Honkey Sun, Pigsy ("Pe Je'} end
Sendy cen defested the Buffalo King (&
foiry) and hs quean, So then, Lna seme
Heavenly soldiars Lhal foughl Monkey
st the f1lm's beginning erfive ang BSS-
61 our nNeroes The wiiloins are
defesied, so the herpes gal the long
sough! after fan and with 1l, they pul
an and to the Torest fire, and once agein
step onto Lhe road Lo India End

more on -




w'mer first discovered the ACES mﬁ_
ovies in mid-1988, | had no idea of how muche;

- would end up Toving the movies Tater-on.- AU ;‘-,
hat time, | thought | was. the only American
miliar with this lively film series. Then t
veard from William Connelly {editor of the fan--
zine MARTIAL ARTS MOVIES ASSOCIATES) that
he had 2!1 four (though a new ACES movie 1S out: |
~alled THE TERRACOTTA HIT; S0 now it 1S aH
five,” not "all four") ACES movies dubbed ‘In
Englisht I was dumbfounded! | had no 1dea ;nat |
there were English language versions of thiS =
obscure {so | had thougnt) 1 nrn sertes My ACES
videos were in Chinese. -

Thanks to William Connelly, I've finally gott— :
en to see the English ACES! As it turns out, the
English titles have been changed from ACES GO
PLACES to MAD MISSION, although. ACES 6O
DLACES 15 used as ‘a subtitle for the second
movie. | personally prefer.the title ACES GO
PLACES over MAD HlSSION, since MAD MISS!ON
sounds rmaore common, less unique. - ACES GO
PLACES i5 a really ¢ool, chic title which seems
t0 boast of slick cockyness. AsS | entheusiast=
ically watched the new MAD MISSIONed versions
[ found the English dubbing o' be. quite qood,

qugh | m-.ogm?eu a few voices, it doesnt sound -

h'

“In thetr early films, both have an unmrtunate

_(rumanuc and/ 01“ sexually oriented scenes.” Th15
~really irritated me through out- MAD-MISSION™ |

“ter of the characters played by Chen Sing and

: g_Cyntnla Chang.: Sam Hut just sits there; gazmg
~into her eyes wtth a naive Smtte 'on his face, as -
'_thougn fnatrance '
i =iThere have been a few, name cnanges for:.
i Amencan release. Sam Hui 15 now referred to
by hisreal name, 1nstead of King Kong,: whtcn i
‘ne 15 cahec in the original Chinese, versiona ;

* 1onally dubbed tn a New York a
exceptionally, in fact. It's convinging, and alth= s

A L WalehACES 60 PLACES, S e MAD ﬁ s“"-'? v

'S10N, 1t comes to mind how sifmilar Sam Hut 15
to Jackie Chan, as far as facial expression goes !

tendency to make chilgish expressions ﬁurmg

“as well as its sequel. The scene n MAD mss- '
10N which 1 found childish occurs at - a2 dtpner
“table when'Sam Hut' ‘s character meeg; tne 515-

FU LI R BTN, e

Perhaps this 1s due to copyrights from *RKO; -
though a minor character (a cop at the movie's

oeginning) uses the name briefly in this Engi-
ish qub. Carl Mak's (*CarlMaka,” in the English
version's credits) character 15 now carlec Kody ©
Jack,2s -2 parody-of America's equan) bald
Kojack cop. For MAD MISSION; he's even intent=

that of the 1970s TV detective. -

o o S B e e NS

“ike the same British dubbers wno usually dub’ S8

il thoss chop sockey films where they always-
‘eay."But Still,7 *and "You Shut Up." And the Chin-
ese humor seems 10 translate fairly well into
-_ Englisn. Even the Engllch versions nave a fewl
: fx.nny "'e-linnrs

>

= HAD M1°5 ON 198"’)
pTCqud py Car! Mak & Dean Shek, Screenplay
“& Procuction design: Raymond-Wondg, Car stunts

~by Denver Mattson and "assisted by Hong Kong |

~ Action Stunt, Explosive Stunts: Gene -Grigg,

Motorized Glider stunt; Richard Gr.gsny,‘hqm ]

“rope Stunt Bob Yerkes, Motorcycle Stunts

Or Saw Leung, Editor. Tony Chow, Executive
vrogucer.. Paul Lai, Directed by Eric Tsang,

starring Samue! Hui, Carl Mak, & Sylvia nana,_ l :

wspect al guest 2 appearances Dean Shek & Teul
i Hark intracucing Carroll Gordon

that | typed up for ORIENTAL CINEMA 6 seered
- basically accurate. But according to tms new

* (to me!) English adaptation, | rnade one-or: two .
gungfu veteran chen:Sing -« -

- errors. For example,
(aka ChanSing, ChenHsing, Chan Xing, etc.)
did NOT play a gangster out to get his hands on

stolen diamonds as | had reported. Sing s char-.

acter 15 actually: the-jealous prother ofrai
= touple of cute girls in the movie.. The over-

_ ‘protective prother physically punnishes tnoae shdid
%1 " Teang, Motoreycle stunts. Cylon O, Robert:

who date or offend either. of his sisters! (one of
-’. hig unfortunate victims is played by the actor™

“Bnin Tien, who was also
'» “and EAGLE'S SHADOW).
 “qunped are the ones of the foreign devils
*»‘»manan American &

1o each c-ther e-.rEn in tne Cmnese versio

r itwasmtnqumqto finally see tmumﬂuem BT

g 1al fiim in English, after only being: famitar 17
_withan entirely.untranslated- Cnlnese_verssom_ T

My griginal gpeculative synopsis of the story .

in SNAKEFIST FIGHTEQ'
Tne only 5cenes not re-

British) Wwho: Spoke Enghsh
fesh ik H_e_r,tor Bntt

A

e = '-.."

'_ L MADMISSION ACES GO OBLACES (1983
Eng.lsn release by Atlas Internationa! & 01 e,er‘
Carl Mak & Dean Shek, Prod-|

.*Menz, Produced by
- yction desmgn Nansun 3hi, Directed by | Eric

_ Simper & Phil Afgent, Car Explosions. Gene ;
~Grigg & Roger Hansen, Car Stunts; Douglass |
! _ . Airth; Jeannot Laga, Hong Kong Action, Cast.
" samuel Hut, Carl Mak,-Sylvia Chang,” Suzanna:
_7valentino, Yasuk{ Kurata Jbe mmmu:k ‘and

."""'*

| a while. But this motion picture keeps 1ts

*attack. The special effects for the. :robots” are

_effects are fantastic, and | do

. this film, he plays some. sort.of mafia (yakuza?)

‘rm‘v* - A S L A i
Ltke | saidlnthe previous issue. the Shogun' Hit
the f1ick. This is not to say that without these
robots, MAD MISSION ACES GO PLACES 15, bad.
Even without the mechamca! 255a351n5; this 15 il
| stillquite an entertaming movte. probamy_my [
favorue in the'series: 1t 1s the most aﬂtlon '

MAD MISSION: ACES GO PLACES ts full of cnases
r:Omemc situations and a few rlghts 50 wtth ;

(e

Hovie *2 1s no gungfq movte yet ]
at least 2 cauple of noteworthy nattles which
make use. of-martialarts.” In.a. traditional
gungfu.flick, there S 50 much fist fighting that.
it tends to lose its impact and excitement afte

fights well spread apart, 5o that whi
eventually do begin, lt-seems new and. %
ing. When the characters. arent busy” f hting;
they confront each other: in other types of action
oriented conflicts, such as.chases and car. crash-

es. There were some Impressive stunts: }
movie's motorcycle chases, where stuntme

nave been m;ured One. sequence in %AD MIS

.} "obogs |n thé fl:tk plus an, arm,r
m.ma-.ufe. de;.gnednf ourtherd- as-a

quite good, The two grant-robots fook Itke chac=
acters from Japanese SUDETNero'shows such s
DARTETSUUIN'1-7,. P’AGATSU 5ENTA1 DYNM“N,
DAl SENTA!I GOGLE 5, and TAIYO SENTAI SUN V’JL'
CAN. The shots of the little robots are

reminiscent of the miniature -vehicles' used in

DENJIN ZABOGA. Once again, | say the speua}
prefer ‘the des=

1gns of.the, two evil robots over ‘that of the |
ones in any NEE LR superheme series:’ '
. Speaking of Japanese, Yasuaki Kurata gue:t
starsasa villam In Chinese. ﬁlms, theJap-
anese superstar (wno plays HEROES in his own
native country!) is typecast as a badguy. For

'1eader who has time-bombs 5urapped to out .
two heroes. Yasuakt Kurata has been in more - ;
Chinese movies than | canlist, and has starred:
:in'Japanese’ movies like. THE TIGER'S CLAW, © |
Chiba's THE EXECUTIONER, and TV shows like ¥ i
FIGHTL DRAGON and G-MEN'75...
- The English MAD MISSION: ACES 60 PLAEES :
nas 2 differently:edited beginning than the
ng1nal Chinese ACES GO PLACES 2; thou?/
-ions_have ‘basically the same fnotage
ACES 2 begins with helecoptors changing into
a Transformer which attacks King Kong.in. his
-apartment.’ After he destroys the deadly ropot
by smashing a TV set over its head, hé ends up
ina Dreathtakmg motorcvcle chase with' sev-
eral henchmen.. After he defeats them and
£alls Into the dcean, We:see thé. title! Then
there’s a sequencé:which takes acef fri New.
" York 1ntroduc1ﬁginuauga51anbauguys Inthe




"

English..versions these- New.York Snots occurs
first; themethe title, and then the robot. | tendt

to prefer the Engh:.h editsincexit gets t

New. York scenes:out of the way; and the calm’
intro makea the proceeding action scenes Very:

iting<The English scenes of: the New: YOrk-
re a nma Imqer m*he Eﬂq:f;ﬂ version;
3 : ough

] Evinain
.,n.t-s.nn-ar.Lm e aC::n: East=

waoodspoo
kept the origi ; dubted'
voice, since it sounds more: like Eastwoods
voice than the one in the American versiomn
“ The script seems like an excuse for o
medy & action. The italian mafia wa
\ch in Hong ) they hire?
n American hitman calied Filthy Harry: to
ki1l Kody Jack and Sam. This rivalray is the::
cause of much conflict. And then of course;

—are the twodangerous robots;-sent by-other—

American devils. Another villain is a Japan-
ese yakuza leader: who 15 @ rival. of- the
caucasian mobsters: His female helper kee
* {raming Sam;, Sohe must escape rrom miss—=
quided police as welk
One especially funny subplot involves a- .
maniac who escaped from anearby nuthouse=
The silly character 15 convinced he's part of=

the FBY, and therefor keeps getting involved=. .
ug and their T

on the war between our herol
many foes. E

_There you have it The first fwo MAD

MISSION movies. | will continue-with= this.
subject in the following issue of ORIENTAL::
CINEMA. In future issues, L hope to Includes
saquels like MAD MISSION 3: OUR MAN FROH
BOND STREET, MAD MISSION 4. YOU NEVER-
DIE TWICE,-Samo Hung's LUCKY STARS: GO==
PLACES, and the brand: new:blockbuster =

ACES GO PLACES 5: THE TERRACOTTAHITE.

MONKEY WAR
i's & aamn good thIng that Lo wal laft

Golden Hervast in the mio-i970s anc
fromed Seasonal Films, since 11 was
Saasonai Flims that proouced MONKEY wAR,
whiEn 1% nat Anig My (avarita Mankay ma—
v but one 0T my alitime favorite fiims,
perod, §U's & fast-paced, lively, colorfyl
comeay with some of Lthe mosl antertain-
ing battles ever put on celluloia. Bewng o
diract sequel o NEW- PILGRIMS TO THE
wEST 1n perticular, 11Sspeciel affects ang
action choreography are the ssme as those
ini1ts praquel All the same aclors wno
play Lhe four main characters (Tripitaka,
righty Monkey, Fa Cmen & wu Cning) ret-
urn agawn, silired in the exact same
umforms they Tirst wore 1n TILGRIMS

Despite myintense love of this wilo &
crazy fiick, | must agmit that the martial
aris chorsography 15 & DIt slower Lhan
thal nits prequel. To make up for this
one 1nnacequacy, MONKEY WAR has \mproved

special effacts. Like 1\ts predecessar, MON- |

KEY wAR has & lot of super-impositions
depicting fire, lighimng, anc reys es the
forces of good and avil clesh. Other flemb-

joyent sffects include giani spiders & bats, |

plus effective flying scenes of winged
soldiers who take on Highty Monkey & Co
guring the uitra-climactic ousl.

Humor 15 also quite prominent througn
oul MONKEY WAR, which 15 & slapstick
comady, more sa than TILGRINS. Even
MONKEY wAR's ballad (sung lwice In Lhe
mavia by valersn actor wai Fing Ao) s

funny, not 10 mention cetchyl On tha sud)- |

ect of humarous 4ongs, thay also use tha
themae from tha Japanese cartoon STAR-
BLAZERS (“Uchu Semkan Yamato®) for
many of the scanes depiciing the flying
worriors. This version of the song is ell
instrumental, and mors keyboard-onented
than thi originel Japanese trumpal vers-
ion from Hirosh Migagaws.

Plotwise, MOMKEY WAR con D8 Qivioed
1010 theed Gp150oes: >
1. The baginmg....
On their journey to the watl k™ founa-
some armva at Chu Chi Province and are
asked for assistance from o tooisl monk
of Chi Kusn Temple. L seems Lhal the
1soists are being forcad by the king to oo
strenuous labor and serve two avil yet
goafy wizards calling thamsalves Lhe
Deer God, snd the Goat God, playsd by we
Ping Ao (STRUGELE THROUGH DEATH, INC-
PEDIBLE KUNG FU MISSION, FIST OF FURY,
BRUCE LEE SECRET, and of course, the
gay villain from RETURN OF THE DRAGON)
The two magical villaing have convinced
the king theyre gods because of the) ab-
1lity to control weather when Highty
Honksy uses his ownmagic to thwarl
that of the evil duo, the king tells the
manks mal ta abkay tham. Angarsd. iha
two avil bumblers summon Lheir minons
to battie ihe kings soid1ars end the 130
1sts. Mghty Monkey, Pa Chie/Pigsy, & Wu
Cmng/Sandy get 1n on the action, so the
iwo maln beadies retreet,
2 Tha Desr God & Goat God inform &
group of ‘spider fairies’ that San Tsang's
(Tripitaka) flesh can cause imartality,
s0 the female spiders kidnap him. Laler,
the quasn (who sometimes wasrs cloth-
ing similer 1o Malaysien & Indhen style)
decioes to marry the caplive priest, ratn-
ér than est mm. They succeed \n 0oing
naethar, for 11150t long befora rgnty
Honkey and frisnds come Lo the rescue,

wOICH FeGullS 1N AN DULSTANdING DaLLiE
Notes 1115 guring Lms miodie adventure
i1nal we sea an obligatory scene (aise

in THE MOMKEY) of Pigey walching Dath-
ing gesulles

3 The Daer God & Goel God flee the scane
o1 the battle whera all the spider Dilches
were k1lled, and stumble into Lhe batl
menstars of Fiying Man Valley. The wingad
maen capture the two "gods,” who talk their
way oul of imprisonment by convincing
their winged captors of the sdventoges
(immortality) 1n eating Sen Tsang's flesh
But having just destroyed an army of fair-
1es and giant spiders, Monkey 18 on ithe
allert. So the winged demons Lake Lums
changing 'nto peasants which keep wander-
ing by our migrating heroes. Fhghty
Monkey s Lhe only one MONG DUl heroes
who can ges past Lhe disquises of Lhe badd-
1e%, and immediately atlacks and defeats
wach of tham. Bul through tha dacieved
syes of Tripitaka, 1t looks ol though Lhe
monkey 15 killing innocant pessents. He
scolds the monkey, punnishes him end fin-
slly fires hm from mg job as the
bodyguerd. By the Lima rghty Honkey
returng Lo hig kingdom of mankeys ot the
waterfall, San Tsang/Tripiteka and Sandy
nava been caplured by the Datmen 50
P1gsy goes Lo the Monkey King's domain
Lo ask Mighty Monkey to re-congider and
rascue Sen Tsang, despite his harshness
and foolighness. Out of the forgiving
kindness of hiz hearl, Mighty Monkey
swellows his prida, and ha and P1gsy go

to Flying Hen Valley to battla tha wili-
ains and rescus San Teang, who is both
armbarassed and ashamed of himsall for
jumgping Lo conclusions. mighty Momcay
snd me fallow pilgrime have defeated

tne badguys, so thay all once again nesd
off Lo indre. o>

‘&f"“}:m, : ‘."\. y 2

END
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ALAKAZAM THE
'SQE.AT L1961}

Japsnese cradits A Tog Proguction, Scen-
ane Keingsure Uequsa, Directsd Dy Taip
vabusnila & Osamu Tezuka, wntlen oy Os-
amu Tezuka & Kenosuxe Uekuss, Produced
by Hirosh Okawa, Fholograpnea by Herus-
sle Otsuks, Kome! Ismkawa and Kanj
ugiyama, Co-director Darsaru Smrakaws,
Artwork & colors Hajime Numen, Massskl
vamo, Kai1Ch Maeba, Backgrounds by Ero
Sugimoto, Saburo Torm), KezZuko Ozewe, &
Mata)) Ursta, & KImiko Sano

Amencan version: writien by Lou Rousoff
ano Lee Kressel, Produced by Lou Rousoft,
Husic Les Baxier, Scung Emtor key Rose,
An Amarican Internationel Peleass

vou 8l rememoer tms one. dont youl”

ALALATAM THE GREAT 15 the only versien
of “Journey Lo the west' ever reiessed 1o
amarice, Tms thestricel, feature-iengin
cArtoon was relessed 10 Lha USA by James
H_Nicholson (of American Internationel)
slong with ALi-BABA AND THE SEVEN
WONDERS OF THE wORLD and SINBAD THE
SAILOR (Lwo other Japenese Cartoon mov-
1es) 1n the searly 1960s, Amerncan
internstional bought tne foriegn Ngnls 1o
ALAFATAM, as well as appaarantiy gxCius-
1v@ rignts 10 sny and all versions of Lhe
Monrey King legena Tnis would help Lo
axplein why NO other versions of the mytn
have ever Deen released 1o tne US. #is
Amencan relesse was accompanied by

s fantastic array of promotional progucts
featurea sl the thestres incluaing 97 Lall
Alakazam plush monkeys, 97 by 127 color
posters, hand puppets, and rings festuning
pictures of the nern HManagers of heatres
showing ALAKAZAM could rent an | | foot
halium balloon to fioet 150 over Lhe Cin-
ema, wnich boasted, “Alakazsm 15 coming
to town" Ona silly promolion gummick
tnat never occured (fortunstely) was an o=
@8 of Arnerican International Lo have resl
l1ve caged mankeys on display in the thea-
tre lobby Golng & step beyond that
cruelty was an 1des of selling the unfort-
unale 8pes 10 custormers for $20 00 secn!

ALAKAZAM THE GREAT was chosen Lo

be in & book tallea THE FIFTY wORST FILMS
OF ALL TIME, made by Harry Medved end
Ranay Dreyfuss The flick !s no masierp-
1ece, bul | disagree with them quite
strungly 1n labaling 11 s one of the fifty
worsl films 11 § were hsting worst fiims,
« would 1ncluge many movies ! C1ssline
such as THE CURSE OF BIG FOGT, PLANG
FROM OUTERSPACE, BLESS THE BEASTE AND
CHILDPEN, any PIPP1 LONG-5T OCKING fims,
AFISH CALLED WANDA, THE BREAFFAST
CLUB, eno neerly anytning festuring Mickey
Mouse Dudley Mocre, Molly Fingworm, Tam
Cruise or Gecrgie Engel. Bul the Dook

1sts & punch of 080 (%) Theks | v nevar
rasrd of j1ke DOND!, THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES
ang THE LOST HORIZON, Asio@ from ALAK-
AZAM, they 8150 Inclugeo 1wo olhar fims
+ @njoyen; HORROR OF PaPTY BEACH, ang
the excellant GODZILLA ¥E THE SMO6 MON-
STER. v

amecican f1lm ¢ritics didn t have much
nice to say apout ALAKALAM; “weil
Not ltkaly to pul Cisney out of business -
Philip T Hartung, Commonweal~ “Eomd.
Lowes! rating! Dull. . _Japanese cartgon
wilh American ectors doing the voices
mignt. have been more sppealing in taper-
ece. A Dsa excuse for chilgrens
entartainment -Leonard Hartin, TV Movies’
‘Grueling. Ponderous - Motion Picture
Herald® 50 mucn for critics

| cemsed peing a fan of Japaness Cartoons

| ior, snigger, enime, as they call 1t,  guck

Yuck yuck, nardy har nar) at apout Lhe same
time thal UCHU SENKAN YAMATO Deceme
STARBLAZERS in America. wnen | saw Lhose
trendy nerds & geeks forming cluds like the
Cartoon Fantasy Organisation, | deciged Lhat
as far 45 | wAs concermed, Lhe Japanese
animation was na longer a chic, unaerground
cult, put a lsugnaple fag, full of the squarest

puncn of PEVENGE OF THE NEPDS rejects
imaginatia 56 now | donl think toa mgnly of
animation_ Alinnigh ALAKAZAH THE GREAT 1
ane of the Detter ones i's got grest art &
animation. and 15 quite colorful & 1maginative

The fact tnat 11's Desed on an BncCient
nuvel maras 11 1ntriguing For the onginai
Japanese version none of the originai Cmn=
ese names (Sun wu Kung, Pa Cmieh, sic.) are
kept, since Lhe Japanese nave such difficul=
ty 1n pronouncing Chnese names. Sun ‘wu
¥ung's Japsnese namg 15 Goku, Palmen s
Makal, Tripitaks 18 Oushu, and wu Ching 15
Gojo The script for this flick 1s loosaly
basea on the novel, bul with neerly the
whole story squeezed and condensed 1o m
the mera length of 8 thestrical film The
religious s1ory begins with the Stone Mor-
ey (now calied Goku) demonstraiing ms
pravery, so he gels Lo De king ol monkeys
There's no flasnback L0 the sione egg he
natched from, as ggscribed in the ongnai
ook, From the point of ms attaining stet-
us 8s Monkey K1ng, w@ see rushed slones
about 15 leermng magic nd clowa flying,
aaling Heaven's peaches. getling imprg-
oned by Buadha, going on M§ mignmege
witn Qushu, f1gnting then befriending Gojo
5 Hakal and then they all battle the evii
puffalo gemon angd use ms magic {a&n 10 pul
out & digastrous voicamc fire The finsis
gepicis our heroes armval al (ndib Where
theyre greetsd by Buacha

As 8 cOmBOy, ALAKAZAM unapologelice-
11y mishmashes cultures ona tethnology
which the story 1iself predates Unlticely
aspects include Tvs, Lelephonas, & Qroom s
sut & Lig, ana bullfighting Fortunataly,

all these sdvancea ‘raditions ere addec
exclugively &8s 1r-jokes, 8na don't upsel
an olharwise ancient setling

The savantages Cartoons have over live
aclion are evident. The result mekes ALA-
KAZAM saem like the most imaginstive of
tne Monkey flicks, since doing ell lhese
colorful effects ana costumes 1n resl life
would have cost & fertune. For the first
time, Pigsy (Pa Chien, Hekel, wic ) dowsnt
ook 1ike & man in & costume, bul » real
p1g, though | -cimensional

The American version has a1l the cher-
acters names changed once agsin In
English, the Monkey xing 15 not referred to
as any origntal neme, such as Sun wu
¥ung or Goku. HS NBW AMarican name 1s
Alakazem (nence the new title) Trpita-
ka/Oushu 15 known as Prince Amel by
Amaencan fans, and Sancy/wu Ching/Goje
18 now <alled May Lulipolo, and the most
noculous Amerncamzetion of alt 1s P1g-
sy s transiation from Fa Chigh to Hake)
10 (get tms) Sir Quiggly Broken Bottom
Tha English namas of the villains are reth-
er stupio as wall Ctner changes 'n 1ne
sgrston inciude the musical soundlrack.
thaugh some Mus1c remeins Lhe same in
bolh versions An example 1§ Lhe sLeng
wnere Alskazam/Goru Dattles ine Lwo
™McSnarl Brothers in DoLh versions, 1ne
same Chinese music s plagag, the kind of
opers music thal sounds ke somedody
rolling & metal bucket down a flight of
stawrs. Other original Japanese musiC
nas been ramoved (rom certain SCenes,
and rapiaced by \nferor music by Les Baxi-
@r His first name 1115 Mim well However,
\ do prafer many of the American ballags
over Lhe singing In the Japanese version.
The original Japanese songs (@10 | fa1l 10
rention this 's & semi-musical?), as10e
from Deing in Japenese are 100 ola fasr-
oned, 5o the Emghish version fasiures
a few songs by Frankie Avalon as repiace-
ment Frankie Aualsn sung the songs. Dut
cuntrary L0 pepuiar opmon, aid NOT dub
Alskazam s vbite for the diaiugue scenes
Alakazem's speering voice is thal of wno-
aver iJack Grimes? Billy Gerber 7} Jubbed
in the woice of tne title cherscter in SPEED
RACER, AKirs Kubo s voice 1n SON OF GOCI-
iLLe, &nd @ven Bruce Les voite n
INFRAMAN 2

There were & lew edils for the English
adaptation, such BS Lwo quick culs of rem-
0ve0 deaths (1n the Japsnese version, &
aeer 1s covared 1n hot lava, & gemon falis
in ¢ boiling pot of 11qu1a) and another puza-
ling agjustment; foolage of celebraling
gemons (frem the f1im’'s end) was spliced
sut of 1t proper spot and placed In the
f1im's beginning Tor wnat 15 meant 10 bs
the monkeys having & party of their own
&6 Lhey CNesr On wnhoever 15 brave enough
to jump down the waterfall its never
explained why the evil demons woulo
party with the monkeys, wha sra actuelly
rivals A useless altarstion

The Armercan raleasers were paranoid
that the original story about the ocrngins
of Budamsm mignt be boycottea by Christ-
1an religious Tanatics (who may feer Lial
1ha movie will conver: thewr x10s 1o the
orental rehigion), 5o the whole story wes
changed from an sncient religious story
10 & “be nice 1o your neygnbor: s1ory

Once upon & Lime LNere was & mythical
¥ingoom cellgn Majulso Lang (China) which
nad & LNDe of monkays |ead Dy Alskazam,
who got hig Job Dy proving mis bravery by




'Jumping off & watarfsil, He seets to
betler himself sc he leaves ms ringgom
Dy the waterfall ang seeks oul flerhn

the wizera (Patrisrcn Subhodi) After
Merlin teacnes him transformations, rmag-
It &nd self-defense, he decides 1o become
rmg of rlajutso Leand by cheiienging 1he
mighty Kirg Amo (Buddne) So ne gues to
the neaveriy abods of King Amo ang mis
first stog 15 & tree of fordbiggen fruits
He helps himsell Lo the fruit and 1s imm-
adistely attacked by 11s guerds, including
Hercules. 11 1s guring tms senes of fights
that ne obleins his new weapon (cudgel)
from an cpponent (no mention of the Drag-
on King or hi§ ungerwater kingdom from
which the staff originally came from) and
eaps 1t 8% his own Then Alokazem Lekes
on king Amo mmsell Lixe all versions,
the ape thinks he's escaped so he leaves
ms merk on five long pillars wmch tumn
out 1o be Buddha's, i mean King Amc's
hena Alakazam gets locked in & cave, but
there s a small hole Lo the outsioe world
so that ms girlfriend (an ape that's not 1n
sny other version) Did can give nim chest-
nuts 1o esl. Bul 1t's not long before King
Amo’'s wife (Kuan Yin) arrives and announc-
@5 ner son Prince Amal (Trpitaka) s on
& pilgnmage Alakazam will be freeg, so
hé can accompany the priesl, | mean prince
Amal armves and does a prayer ceusing Al-
ek8zam s 1mprisoning cave Lo vanmisir. The
relessec ape 1s reluctant Lo go elong. so
Amal throws (ke & Frisbes) & magicsl
goldring et mm  The mettahic headbang
magically huyvers around the confused ang
Curtous primate anc then lowers 1lselfl onto
his heed, planting itself thera. Pain1s inf-
fctea if Alavazem refuses to atteng tne
pigrimage.  Shortly efter Alaxazam bias
ferawell Lo Ddi, he and the prince encounter

Lne monstrous pig Sir Guiggly Broken Botlom,
wha % 1ntent on marrying & teenage giri ag-

einst her will Alakazam impersonsles her
and piays games with Sir Quiggly Broken Bo-
ttom when the unawere pig claims he 1s
tougher than Alakazam, the agotistical mon-
ey 100ses h1s Lemper and revesls his Lrug
form. After o betile, the Magit ape persuks
the magic pig 10 & cave inhatbited by three
other demons, the McSnarl Brothers and o
horned kid (similar Lo tha one in A STORY
OF CHINESE GODS) called Fester Fester esc-
epes, but Alskazam defests Doth tcSnar!
Brothers Sir Quiggly surrenders and offers
ms assistance on the prigrimage. Fesler
reports to King Gruesome (an orange-eyed
bull) thet Alekazam is & threst By this
LIme, our neroes have been joinec by a  4th
pilgrim who originally tried Lo eat them
He s an ebourigine canmibal calieo Nax Luli-
pole (Sandy, ‘Wu Ching, Gojo, etc.) who's

Yersion \gnores olher versions where (ne
crarscter livas yngerwater | Now that sl
four heroes sre finally united, they tesm up
agemnst King Gruesoma and hiz demornic
feilowers, Fester ends up helpy ng our her-
- |De5 outl, having turned 805105t the villaing
when cheated.
sin briefly, ang reach iheir ges tinaticn
na ere welcomed by KIng Amo. As & rew-
ard for having lesrned yirtue ang tne ke,
¥ing Amo maxes Alakazam s aisciphiming
ring of pein vannmish The story enos witn
Alakezem s return o [1d) (asleep at 1he
KINGOCM Dy the walerall), where they all
live happily ever after, ang sil 1nat
Eiements In tms story | neglectec 1o
mention are Lragiiions! slenes from tne
book anc other versions, mr'.;a:nﬂ
3 stene wnere Lhe monkey lets an oppon-
Bnl swallow mm o cause 1aternal pair,
the quest for s megicsl far, ang gelting
Sucked up Into an orasme bottie

Lau. 1ssue, 1t 't Lur"ns out | was wrong

‘in ¢laiming ‘ningen’: means ‘mechanical
'man. | have heard mentlon of ningenin -
“the SAIYUKI ("Monkey™) series, which”

has no robots. So until someone " corr=

ectly defines the word, . t shall. asume

- it.means_ "super.man,” “fighting hero,”

“extremely powerful dude,”. or someth-
ing along tnose 1ines. ; . Whatever the
hell it means tney'stm use it alot in
Japanese superherq ‘programs, 50 'l
keep it as a title for this column. .

Last 1s5ue ! toldyoual about JIRAI-
YA. JIRAIYA ended.Just as.1988 did. The
newest superhero.for.1989 is JIBAN, re-
viewed. in this: issue,. KAMEN RIDER.
BLACK RX and CYBERCOR are still airing,
but LIVEMANhas been rep?aced with the
newest Sentai (supernera team), TURBO-
RANGERS. More details on that one next
fssue. My other choice series to review
for this edition is;ablast from the past
INAZUMAN! LT

pelace was in tha middle of & desert [Thic §

Than the heroes travel ag-

whatever .30ngs weren't taLen

: KIDOU h’EIJ! JIPAN
Specia? effects fans should get 2
kick out of this 1989 Toef series broad-
cast in Tokyo on TV Asahi, ‘The FX zre
truely spectacular, among: the best in
any Japanese science fiction program to

.date. The costumes are all quite s!ick,

the super-impositions are beautiful vis-
Udisyeiliere are, lmagtnatxve Seta and
hrey explosions galore. . .

- Music for the program was creat»c

5 by whoever the hell did the tunes for

the Space Sheriff Trilogy (1982-1984),
and ' it certamly shows/ For ' JIBAN,

irectly .
from those shows (1.8, GYABAN & SHAR-



. no wor=e tr.an ‘others. .of | its; type. Bv'
* now I've come to overlook this traditid
nal natveness, -since. it is. 1nev1tab )
Besides, the rest of JIBAN'S ‘welldone :: .
production values make up for. .ts sger- 1
iotypical SLleGIW’ : --:
Another unfortunate tendencv Ive
had to get used to is the dechmng am
ount of martial arts from year to year.
After SHARIBAN (1983), the amount ‘of
karate in such programs 'has. graduany
been reduced Recent shows have had
very little, which ¢an be conswered a
1ot by comparison to JIBAN. ‘As'far as .
two-fisted action and stuntwork - goes,
JIBAN has practically none, Shinichi .
(*Sonny’) Chiba's Japan Action Club 15
mentioned in the opening credits, bu
don't ask me why. There does not %
seem 10 be much flgnn.lng or stuntwori\\ ¥
- JiBANisa gun geries,’ nota Hck ser- eh
. 1eg’ i
Last issue, | meﬁtloned that the Ja[)'-

t's eventual) the robot appears, |
| /0ther: than that, this show 15 not too
nuch dif ferent tnan JUSPION, SPIELBAN,
- and METALDAR!! Same. locations, same _‘;
_ same photography, and onh yes, same
_ sword' Once again, the héro defeats the
3 p,sodic monster with a lignt saber (ev- -
‘enthe new; ‘Kamen Riders use theﬁ}.
‘Plot summary.. 1l

¢ Jibaniis a mechamcal \.OD out 0
-‘fhwart the'evilplans of acaucasian sci-
-entist called Dr. Giba (played by Leon Men-
geuchy) The.diabolical. whitie. 15 aided
arese are .becoming influenced by s = DY tWO equally diabolical yet Whea?ﬁ‘u :
westerriers, since CYBERCOP 1S 50 Insp- - ..-355‘5“’“5 They're Japanese, twins, fem
ired by CAPTAIN POWER & THE SOLDIERS .;alé and have Porgea '9_995 Thels n?nes
OF THE FUTURE. JIBAN proves that are Mashiya ("Marshia?") and Kashiya.

theory since this series 15 basically an - . Tney may look like attractive women, but
.mmttatxon of America’s ROBOCOP mov- | “can ;r_ansforrr__jnto s;ary monsters. Spea_-
MAX H:ADROOM and SptC"]g n a“ dD B C”minals SDGCaa'I’ize in: Their‘ monstrous
with a flashy, traditional Japanese sup creations include such bizarre beings as
iebiro format, full of psychadetick |- ggg‘ nz:-"‘goa"ﬁor;igc“&i“;g;&ﬁ:’gﬁg&g_
effects, monsters galor ’

> galore, Some UNTOMM - fipan has pals. of his own 28 well, S0

henchmen, and a fastrpaced plot:
The hero's transformation from humani” THERE! When he's not in his metalic form
cruising in space-age vehicles like his:

to robot is done dirferent;y thari 1n most! |
: Saikan (a motorcycle), Spairasu (an air -
' previous programs.. arr m il -
4 pragrame. Aoy, this e Y vehicle), or a \tar called Rezon, he ¢an

- the series, there's no offictal pose or } s
~ sometimes be found in his human form; As
word that the her ¢ |
bl hang ,Every 2 mﬂdmannéred guy, he 1s u.aned Naoto.

other series to date has some ritual: e
it - «Tamura and though not robotic; 1& stitl a-
th ays occurs dur r

Jat iWayg occrs dirifgite) transform devotect policeman (whhe shirt,’ btg ugly.

ation. But JIBAN 15 untque, one of 2 kin
25 yet. The hero ransformatlcr\ 15 veryil’ :_:'.

R

$

- /2ctual metamorphosts. | The  human hero |
" just seems to leave the picture and later
. (sometimes it isimmediate, Sometimes’

- it INAZUMAN Fitssh
b !couldvommn out| numb!e prais.ngs
for this utterly outstanding masterpiece g
orever,and stm wouldn't have: ef i lciently i

'Anotner sdppot. ng character

B g;rl called Mayumi kgarashi, .
rienc 18 atalktng computer referredt

. KIKAIDA 2nd HIMITSU SENTAI GORENGA. S0
,' to'me, the 19705 were' the golden age- of - i

i Toel heroes, like DENZIN ZABOGA, KAIKET-: {
i SU ZUBATO AKUMA!ZA ROBOT KEIJI and
j of course LIONMARU, =







j trying to sell their shows to th
'lth the e%ceptlon Gf JOHNNY SOKKO & HIS




SAIYUKI
Produced by NTV & Kok Hoei, Directad
by Ysuuke watlanabe, Costumes: Kotsro we-
lanebe, Edilor: Yesuo Hirski, Lighting:
Director of Spagiel Effects. Hiroichi Tek-
eno, Photograpny: Yukio Yoda, Music: Micky
Yoshino, Producers: Tsuneo Hoyakawa,
Munso Yamada, Tadehiro Nagotomi, Kazuo
Morikawa, Ken Umeageya, Based on the
noval by Wu Cheng En, Scraenpley: Mamoru
Seseki, English Adeptation: David Weir,
English version directad by Michasl Bake-
well for World Wide Sound, London, Cast:
....Messaki Sake
..Toshiyuki Nishide
.Shiro Kizhibe
Hasako Natsume
And also 1eaturing Takeo Inous, Yetsuko
Tanemt, Emi Shindie, Maci Carcer
I'll never forget thet fateful day in 1980
when | turned on the TV on a Sunday st 7 PH.
11 had been Lhree years gince either of the
bay srea’'s local Japaness TV channals had
shown sny live action superherces. So it
came as & delight when | tuned inand saw
the very first episode of SAIYUKI, a Japanese
TV show based on the ancient Chinese novel
‘Journey to the West." Thera were no English
subtitles for trengiation, yet | watched it
feitnfully for neerly as long as 1t lested,
practically & whole yeari
Little did | know that SAIYUKI would lat-
er be dubbed into English by British people.
The English version wes of course released
to Britain, Australis and meybe Canada, but
hes never been relessed to the US Decsuse
of copyright problems (I assume i1's becouse
the bastards who relessed ALAKAZAM to Am-
erica still have exclugive rights) It ts
unfortunate that the English SAIYUKI, now
called MONKEY will probebly never reach tha
US._. i

MOMKEY 15 an accurats version of the fairy
tale, and ona thet iz very entertaining as
well, Everything is trensisted well, with
some of the most convincing voice dubbing
F've ever encountered. The voices match the
cheracters well, and in the cese of Sun wWu
Kung ("Goku" in the Japanese version, “Monk-
#y” in the English version), his dubbed voice
s damn near identical Lo that of the actual
Jepanese aclor playing the heroic apel He is
even dubbed 1n with an accurate immitation
of & Japanase sccent. The names of all the
cheracters ors Leken from the novel, since
Japanese names 11ke Oushu, Goku, Haka) and
Gajo are too hard for Amenicans to rememb-
o and pronounce. The onginsl Chinets namas
{Sun Wu Kung, Wu Ching, Pa Chieh, etc.) ere
nol much easier. Taken from the book are
names like Sendy, Tripitaka, and Pigsy In
HONKEY, the cha-aclers are known by the no-

vel's namaes, which is much better than the
names in the other Engligh film; Alakazam,
Amat, Quiggly Broken Bottom, etc. With
ALAKAZAH THE GREAT as its only rivel, MON-
KEY the senes 13 Deyond & doubt the best
English adaptation of the often-told story.
Surprisingly, HONKEY was not entirely well
recieved in Enghsh spesking countries A
trendy magezing for airnesded taenyboppers
called 'Starhite’ labeled MONKEY usaless Mor-
mally, such critisism coesn’t of fend me bec-
suse | see 11 25 8 matter of opinton.  Yel the
ides of this ohe-af-a-kind seras being usel-
@ss 1§ NOT true, which 15 NOT my opinion, but
5 bloody fact! The fact 1s that MONKEY 1&
usafull wha' other Engligsh TV show revesls

10 western sudiences tha Journay 16 tha Wast

story? | think the writers of Starmiis are
&S 1gnarant as Lhe Dosers who subscribe to
that morontc pulication
—_ P » > g
Godmgo (aiso spelisg G00e1go) 15 the name
01 1h@ rock 08RG wno aid the musIC SE6Fe Tor

- SAIYUKI/HONKEY (all the original tunes are
/kept in the English version es well). Theyre

& half Americen half Japanese band who also
supplied music for one of the GALAKY EXPR-
ESS 999 cortoons. Thewr theme song for
SAIYUKI/MONKEY {5 antitled "Monkey Magic,”
And 1R sung antiraly in knglich, avan in tha
Japanase version. This upbeat song repres- -
ents the stale of music in Jepan back in
1979, when the song was recorded. As |
l1sten to 11, | can detect thatl it still has
@ 1ot of disco in it, which was & dying iorm
of music at that potnt. "Monkey Magic™ also
has slight traces of heavy metal, which was
Just arriving ol Japanese pop culture at
that point. Godaigo's ending theme is callea

" "Gendhara,” which 1s & much sofier, more

mellow sang,

" As on all-out TV show consisting of many
60 minute apisodes, NWK TV (a major Japan-
@se network) had no reason Lo rush Lhe show,

| orcram any plot elements together. This

| can not be ssid of any feature-length Monkey

: movie reviewed I1n Lhis 1ssue. Al last, there's
a moving picture (I masn rot a f1at, 1-dimens-

ional book) that is long enough to include all
the assorted deteils, situstions & subplots of
Wu Cheng En's original sags. |'ve sean every
epigoae Cf tmg amuging TV seres 1n1ls Jap=
anese version, plus & few of the English ones.
| must say, they didn't miss & thing)

NHK does not normally create & broadcest
fantasies 1ike SAIYUKI/MONKEY. As | racall

___from my four month stay in Tokyo in 1985
(where | aven toured the TV atation),the

network has mostly news and histoncal
soap operas |ike NHK Taiga Drama (slso &
favorite with Japaness viewers In the bay
area). The more imaginative stuff 1s usu-
ally created by TV Asshi and somatimes
Fuji TV. But 88 nawcomers to ths world
of fantesy, they did & decent job st creal-
ing SAIYUKI, which lested two ssasons,
once as SAIYUKI, but called SAIYUK] 2 lat-
er on. | suppose that 1L helped to have Jun
Fukuda on the staff. He's worked a lot
with Toho and halped to create many of tha
Goaztlla classics. But as fer as special FX
go, NHK could have lsarned & thing or two
from China's Seasonal Films, tha makers
of NEW TILGRIMS TO THE WEST and“HONK-
EY WAR. The sais snd costumes for

SAIYUK| are decent, but the series lacks
the super-imposed visuals and stunning
effects of the two Chinese flicks.

The cast of SAIYUKI has only ona fam-
1lier face that | could recogmze. That
was Toshiyuki Nighide, who plays Pigsy.
He co-starred with Hiroshi Fujioka (KAR-
ENRIDER, IN THE LINE OF DUTY 3, GHOST
WARRIOR, HIGH SEAS HIJACK, TIDAL
WAVE)In e Toei TV series sbout cops
called SPECIAL CRIME INVESTIGATION
FRONT, which also featured the actor
wha playad Aka Ranger 1n HIMITSU SEN-
TAI GORENGER, and the one-armed guy
'1_ll THE KILLING MACHINE.

%
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BATMAN

_ Temé, the American TV series BATMAN1s2 |
“thousehold word. | can't imagine any American . & - —

when THE GREEN HORNET made 1t5 debut in
1066, Bruce Lee officially became a star. Sure,

'nat beinng familiar with tms unique, ong-of-a- [
child, BATMAN was i

'kind series. ‘For me;as a
the greatest thing since cancy. AS a youngster,
*he program seemed realistic to me, since its

~was one of the few programs | watched regular-. HE

“ly that was-\ive-action. Because of this,

. wellknown progi am's repeats, |'ve grownup al-

ways watching BATMAN. Then when | was

about 8 or 9 years 0ld, I was watching the ser- -

ies one day-and | finally noticed something
humorously. far- fetched and | said to myself..

"Hey, that part was kind of silly.”;-Since that -

moment on, I've become more and more aware
of the program's=all-camp content: At the'age
0f-25,'1 nowconsider BATMAN to-be a stupid
yet entertaining comedy series.

But even now, despite this dissilusionment,
| still view the series in awe, and consider

BATMAN to be one of my favorite American sup= i
erheroes. When | say BATMAN, I'm referring to

the TV show, NOT.the 1940s B&W serial, and
NOT all those trillions of comic books put out
by Marvel or D.C., or whatever company makes

them. And itirritates me that the new BATM- _

AN movie of 1989 is aremake (how typical of
modern movie makers) and not a sequel to the
TV series. “As far as I'm concerned, Adam
* West 15 Batman;, there can be no other. | have
not seen the new movie, and I'm" considering
boycotting it. :

BATMAN the TV show was one of the wild-
est, fast-paced, most colorful programs ever
to grace American TV. Each episode featured
the Dynamic Duo battling it out with the most
elaborate, outlandish villains imaginable. But
the Dynamic Duo met their match when two
rival superheroes invaded Gotham City. These
rebelious quest stars we he-Stars ot their
own ies="ATId 50, fighters from two differ-
=0t programs starred sidge-by-side in fhree
-=pisodes of BATMAN. The two new. co-stars &
,are the Green Hornet and Kato!

there wer= all those old B&W Chinese dramas
he starred in as a child, and he supposedly
made guest appearances in American TV shows
‘1ike HERE COMES THE BRIDE, or something iike
that. Not only did THE GREEN HORNET popular-
1ze Bruce Lee in America, but the martial arts

© as well: Last issue, i stated that there were

no decent representations of martial arts in
films or shows before THE GREEN HORNET. And
singe ne readers have written to me claiming
otherwise, this belief is proven. In an issue
of William Connelly's MARTIAL ARTS MOVIES
ASSOCIATES,-an interview with the American

actor Steve James also makes mention of THE .

-GREEN HORNET'S bringing martial arts to Am-- -

* erican audiences for the first time.

From what |'ve seen, THE GREEN HORNET
15 a slick TV show. Rarely do we get superh-
eroes of such arebeliously chic nature. Sure
the heroes fight evil, but they both had a
tough, not so cleancut attitude. They were
cool, they were anti-heroes.

we've all seen Bruce Lee's five feature |
length gungfu fiims from Golden Harvest. Ma-

ny of us have seen each flick more than once. = =

A for devoted fans. like myself, not only
have | memorized nearly every line from the
English versions ("Dope in ice?,” "You<can

'~ take this from me and then get out of here,”

“It's aRols,” "Don't waste yourself,” "You
lose, Carl Miller,” etc.) from watching them

s much, but I also have the original Cmin- |

ese versions of the first three. After
viewing these five movies over and over, it
always comes as an exhilarating experience
to get to view rarely seen Lee footage, such:

-_as his presence in all thirty . episodes of THE— -

GREEN HORNET ; { 1ke ENTER THE DRAGON, we |
get to actually hear Bruce Lee's voice since"
:he's not dubbed. His kiai (warcry) is now-
here near as. high-pitched in THE GREEN
HORNET as it would become for his feature
length migvies. i

The adventures: of the Green Hornet anc'
Kato were exctttng indeed. One of their
1ess nxcttmgmlsadv#nturnc occured when
~ they leftitheir home town and.came to
Gotham City. ‘1t is there that they encount-
‘ered their caped counterparts the Dynamic
Duo.

2T
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; BA’me “episode ®105: "A Pleceor te
=iTheifirst time: the Green Hornet and Kato Actfon::

f came. tbﬁotnamtf ty:and met Batman & Roh-i- Again, pﬂTE-‘_(ﬂ'ee»n Hornet and Kato arr-
: m wassbqth br‘!ef“t?? seconds zo be exact),i )ve in'Got' m’(:gty on‘special asslgnment

BATI“‘JAN;’episodEL‘

.."The Spell of. Tut"

; have_‘ﬁepa.itations ‘25 crimlnalS
Commtsﬁonec Gordon entists the-aid of

*“ ut”tnmmals g»The two most: hkely heard a lthegnynamfc_nuuo cap;uce%e_gpeen
nolsewts:d&tn&windowof the:rapartm— : Homet:and Kato _Butall along the real

! eont Jocated near'the-middle or top of a

- scyscraper: Kato ‘opened the wlndow toinv=. |
- (estigate: and fdtscovered ithe: Dynamtc DUo -
“Iclimbing the side-of the building with the.:

- aid 0f:theirtrusty “Batrope. In this intro-
ductory:meeting;=both parties: ‘wondered:

what the otherwas: doing there=The conv- ; _ e ach other as youngsters - f :ght Iasts Iess tharr two seconds bu
1 ersation was:brief, and atl the talking was: mg not: ecessarﬂv (= ;he best“ of " _g Ves Bruce Le=L a chance to knocki outs

_ 'done by: Batman=and the: Green Hornet,= nother quest: Star m thls em- 3 henchman: mtn a. Jlightening
Kato's only:line was “Nice tohavemet you" cundhau:e ktci:’ to tne face.-’_:'

Then the Green Hornet & Kato stick: thelr-
heads backrmto the anartment and close
- the window Robin'makes comment-on tne
_unusual-attire of the Green Hornet and Ka--
..to (this'was meant to be sarcastic humor;
xconsidering thatithe Caped Crusaders' uni
. forms are even more. outlandish) and then
‘I the two contmue -on their: bat=cl imb=in*
> hopes.of cornermg the evil King Tut:
-.The'idea of having guest starsiin: this i

 case; Van Williams- & Bruce Lee) -appear-
“Tauring the Dynamic Duo’s obligatory wall -

9

esswn_far' Alphabet Soup "and: postage*
stamps, quonel Gumm. An mtrlguing

B

2 without thete darke Clothes & masks
Brit Reed & Kato are in their apart :

[ he's justin the ba-.kground cleaningd
¥ one of Britt's shirts, as Britt talks on

3. Green Hornet & Kato in thetr apart=
ment, dressed™in: their” uniforms: anc
_sodemmuacme_ye:_amaded_ holding their masks, getting ready o
~ Climbs.was a prominent gimmick, done in - female:character called Pinky.Pinkston-  leave. They speak:of their upcoming;
many episodes. |.don't recal who all the- = 1pa climax of the episode builds up to  duel-with'Gummy: but are aware of an:
. Queststars were. during these cheap - “yhat'Tooks 1ike a fantastic battle; ‘Dot~ Inevitable=confrontation-with-their
. In-jokes; but | know Jerry:Lewis was one , . the Green Hornet and: Bruce Lee- arrive heroic r1vals. the Dynamic Duox. -
i and maybe Buddy:Hacket=“This hasnever to confront Gumm:ang: his: henchmen;= < Kato.8Green Hornet drive up.to.the
“been done effectively.” Of course, *‘-‘VEFV' ~ while the: Dynamitc Duo: climb- up: the: - - badquy's location and go inside as the
«.ne knows:that Burt Ward & Adanrw-est bulldmganﬂ go in through the-windows= - Caped| Crusaders climb up:the outside:

§ 1w-ere never really climbing;: trjey were: * Beforetheanti-climactic battle; bath=. Of thé. nuildt'rig;ﬁult 1 amund here s’om
+-00viousiy-Just i walking, .while: pnotoqr- ,' the Green Hornet: & Kato end up pushed -
< aphed.by a camera.0niits sideliwnenthe’ - -

: into-a machine without:their doing:any & 0"‘!‘ scene Of all.four heroes In- the
buest stars tbe it Bruce Lee’ ar*z.lerrv Lew: . ﬁgnting what8oever:- The rematnder of* same-snot* Batman:& Robin are: looktn
is) stn,lr thelr heads out'the’ w mdow L5 the scene has: the obligatory lame fight — fro'n the outs?de wmdow where thev




- dallieaey ="

a
e? Greeni-lomet and Kato get Iocked
nto a_]arg&stampmg macmne by. the "

_ e sode:and 1ts sequel are.cons-:
dered: classicsamong the BATMAN TV
ENOW:S episodesi: But this is<only bec-
guse-of therestrained presenceof the-
pne. and only:Bruce Lee; sincerthe story

: a;e as preposterous. as:

f the clutcnes of Colonel Gumm and
hen tneyarescue .the Green Hornet and,

urmng omeacn otner ;
-The scenesof Lee inhis fma! BAT—«
AN annearance are..
Batmantts aware of. the Green:
nrnﬂt =3 weapon. ‘the Hornet S*mq,
Eo heiturns'off the machine so that.
herewill be enough room for them .
5 Usé this:weapon to break out. And -
£0 they doj andi all four characters:
ace-each-other-in the same shoty .-
3 !thaugrrtner}usttalk —no-f !gntmg
2. Bruce's: classic :line: "Gungfu:ls-
qungfu; it's. not child's: play."* The
statement occurs in their apartment
as they discuss their upcoming duek =
withrnot only Colonel Gumm but tne i
Caped Crusaders as well.” :
3.7The ending fight, as.all fourner-- 33
03 attack &def eat Gumnme: am:t hisi:s
assistants: whenthatsclone Bat=f #
man battles the Green Hornet anct"
Robin (smggerJ takeson:Katol:~
The anti-climactic: free-for all
is okay at best, whictvis more tnarr :
f can beesaid:forany: otner“'ﬁght 1n1.
the BATMAN series:” Mok
. As the'main: two he._ e&;*of the}::r
L show, 1t comes-as no:surprisecthats .
 Batman & Robinvare-the ntgmighteo"
" ones during the fight; and. the\ﬁ get
al% the exposure: The Green Horne
1sn't-shown fighting up: closeve
. much; he's mostly of f torthe-side=

b Saddest of all, as. Kato: does:hiss. - ¥l

i most polite-of theit our; but” Kato:
 seemsito have a chipon his should
- er;not Unlike the actual actor whos:

- muchva traditionally: smy BATH

* .heroes:seem out o@ place- in BA :
+* sipce theicharacters they:normatlyis
.' confront:-in=theifzown-seriesta

. less colorful; more*down—to*Eart

“odes were made;theproducers:

: ry even*ually becommg Iegmdary, ;
. ong’ of the greateaﬁ‘mome stars o'

snare m defeattng henchme o
never get a good;look at him:iniac cuiTORIAL PT

ion HIS excel[ent k1CKS are al ok'ng oack aver Lhe coniani af this
the backgruund and are. VELY: ha

1gu@, | MUSL ONCe AGAIN ADOISGIZR Tor 115
unreadaptitty | tend 1o @xpemimant wiln
aifferent formets, Lrying new 1deas so |

to.spot with.all.the 1nferior; actorss can have ORIENTAL CINEMA steno out
infront of him;. takmg alt t!"{e::gto ! {rom all those other fanzines catering
to differen res of the genre. |
‘as [hey UG lnfertcz;"ﬁghtmg.._A n: [Lﬂml':nl;:';l'g;“ in mnk?ng 1nis
the matn villainand mS henchme ' fsnzina’s format umque, for better or
worse. One of the most disapointing

are defeated; both heroic duos. € * things In this 1ssue 1s my KING KONG

VS GODZILLA articla. The review was
not aven readabie. To meke up for that,

oneachy other:: The 1dea of Bu

ward sparring with Bruce Lee -15:% my next 1ssus will ba mainly dsvoted
3% the subjecl, jant Japanasa monsl-
fdnn}", but the 1dea Ot Burt ward"’" ':"s I :Doa to ch!um all those ou! of

actually being a match for dimeis e gete oldtimers like Godzille, Gamers,
—hilarious: In fact, it looks to. me= Rodan, Majin, Ghidrah snd the like But
: ; {or the sake of varety, my regular co-

as though during most of the Tighti: . Jumng CHINESE CHILLERS, SWORD AND
i : ‘' TADISH {(excluded in this 1ssue), CHOP
- Lee is fighting a stuntman and not = | ymitamimssgsl ey

Burt Ward himself:” Of course;in DATE will also be featursd.

There are other {anzings end News-

- real life, Bruce:could have easlly a8 jellers which cater to the Asian f1im
wasted. Burt: Ward, Adam:west,® | genre. One of them which 1 worth
checking out 1 \lead the “Martial

ROqer c_:iaf_nlml and evervone p]se-— J Arts F\r;?-nn:sn :Pia' Fore oa1m:s r::
:_'1n that rogmEin ten.seconds. - Some: sow to subscribe or get copies of 1t,

; write Lo Lau white, 5422 Colus
- time-during’ the course; of : thes: ou. Seeramiens, EX 9504) i
pattie;Robir rec‘eves one of: Lee S No readers nave ever seni in comm-

kicks-and therrsays.to Batman: - | oMs 10 RICRINS DRTENEAS

: ZINEMA's good or bad points. Things

“It's.a 900(1 thing thOSE guys arent i certainly nave Changea sinca Lhe 19705
in town every. week[ = when | was publighing JAPANESE MOV-
: | 1E SCI-F1 Back then, 8ll my resders

The comparisons are eas:!ymea—- wre acger 10 58nd 1n letters of comm-
sured between eactr.duo. - With their: o, S5 ROV ADE: 13008, Govid e
: improved. Since none of you have sent
CanﬁCtmg Qersonant]eﬁ. ﬁut Sld o \n any critisiam or praise sbout GRIEN-
by:Sides it's evident: that, the:Cap . e
Wi ]
Crusaders are more nOb:Ie than: the M:lg You a1l seam to think 1U's perfact,
o s0 why mass around with prefection?
Green:Hornet::& Kato: = The-Gree N

. Hornet actually: seemsitor besthe Damon.

pcrtrayed him. - Also, it: see
._rather:strange to see Hornet & Kas
to;opposing Gumm;,: who IS Veri

'\mlam{ This makes tnese twaa

* Back in 1967 when ‘these: em‘

obviously had'no ideatheyhadan
mrent cupersta “n-set* Bruees
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ANIMEDITORIAL
Golly willickers! Hi there, or as the Jap-
anese say, Midori! Tz begin  with, let me
jst say that ANIMAG has always been a
favorite. To begin  with, let me st sav®

that the ANIME EXPLCRER has

a favorite

always been
of mine.

There’s been a name change in this cart-

gor- fan  club. The name for the

~e I3 1
group  is

ro longer what it was in the previous issue.

Cur new title is the Fandom Animation

Grouoy  never mind  its  abreviation.

I must say, the first monthly meeting of
this club drew an attendance of over three
cecole! When vyou consider how much ws fat
slobs  wisghy that's  roughly the equivalent
of eight people! Thanks go to Hiroshi Smith
for letting wus hold the get-tcgether at his
house on that sunny  Sunday afternocon. Art-

ually,  Hiroshi Smith was at a three day

Comic convention that weekend, so he
missed our little party. We snuck inta his
house, Rad our meeting there, and got out

betocre ke returned, so he doesnt even
sncw!  The meeting was a success as we
sat around eating cockies & potatc chips,
deicking  soda & Copl-Aild, and of course,
w2 watched videotapes of Japanese cart-
oons  llHE SPUD RACER, STARGAIZERS,
GOTCHA® MAN, ROBOHECK, and BANNER THE
TAPE WORM. We watched all these tapes,

things would have been better if
we'd had a VCR to play ‘them ony not to
iticn a television set!

Arime-sincerely,

Allen Retsof

sraassANIME JOKE OF THE MONTHt##a08es

3: What's

EEEERE RSB BRI R BRS BB RBRR AR SR B R LL A
CARTOONIMATION ON THE RISE

JAPANESE
by Mike Lice

Guess what? Ncoe,
guess again. LivE  up’

you,  Japanese  anime

as I like to zall it is
ulary; more commercial,

Isn't that great?!

with the in-crowd!’ g+

of  anime are hardly

judge what is IN and what isnt, After

ally in the cause

the oifference

Japanese cartoors
.  faced gitt?
A: Absolutely no

iar ‘cartconimation,’

-

getting more pop-

I've always liked to be

e

tetween
and a sniveling

you'rTe  wWrong, 50

Okayy, 111 tell
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